
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON    
God is in his holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his 
house; he himself gives might and strength to his people.  
 

FIRST READING  Genesis  18:20-32 

A reading from the book of Genesis 
 The Lord said, ‘How great an outcry there is against 
Sodom and Gomorrah! How grievous is their sin! I propose 
to go down and see whether or not they have done all that 
is alleged in the outcry against them that has come up to 
me. I am determined to know.’ 
 The men left there and went to Sodom while Abraham 
remained standing before the Lord. Approaching him he 
said, ‘Are you really going to destroy the just man with the 
sinner? Perhaps there are fifty just men in the town. Will you 
really overwhelm them, will you not spare the place for the 
fifty just men in it? Do not think of doing such a thing: to kill 
the just man with the sinner, treating just and sinner alike! 
Do not think of it! Will the judge of the whole earth not 
administer justice?’ The Lord replied, ‘If at Sodom I find fifty 
just men in the town, I will spare the whole place because of 
them.’ 
 Abraham replied, ‘I am bold indeed to speak like this 
to my Lord, I who am dust and ashes. But perhaps the fifty 
just men lack five: will you destroy the whole city for five?’ 
‘No’, he replied ‘I will not destroy it if I find forty-five just 
men there.’ Again Abraham said to him, ‘Perhaps there will 
only be forty there.’ ‘I will not do it’ he replied ‘for the sake 
of the forty.’ 
 Abraham said, ‘I trust my Lord will not be angry, but 
give me leave to speak: perhaps there will only be thirty 
there.’ ‘I will not do it’ he replied ‘if I find thirty there.’ He 
said, ‘I am bold indeed to speak like this, but perhaps there 
will only be twenty there.’ ‘I will not destroy it’ he replied 
‘for the sake of the twenty.’ He said, ‘I trust my Lord will not 
be angry if I speak once more: perhaps there will only be 
ten.’ ‘I will not destroy it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the ten.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 137 
(R.) Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me. 
 

1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,  
 you have heard the words of my mouth. 
 Before the angels I will bless you. 
 I will adore before your holy temple. (R.) 
 

2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love  
 which excel all we ever knew of you. 
 On the day I called, you answered; 
 you increased the strength of my soul. (R.) 
 

3. The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly  
 and the haughty he knows from afar. 
 Though I walk in the midst of affliction 
 you give me life and frustrate my foes. (R.) 
 

4. You stretch out your hand and save me,  
 your hand will do all things for me. 
 Your love, O Lord, is eternal, 
 discard not the work of your hands. (R.) 
 

SECOND READING   Colossians  2:12-14    
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians  
 It You have been buried with Christ, when you were 
baptised; and by baptism, too, you have been raised up with 
him through your belief in the power of God who raised him 
from the dead. You were dead, because you were sinners 
and had not been circumcised: he has brought you to life 
with him, he has forgiven us all our sins. 

He has overridden the Law, and cancelled every record of 
the debt that we had to pay; he has done away with it by 
nailing it to the cross.     

The word of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL 
ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, 
alleluia! 
You have 
received the 
Spirit which 
makes us 
God’s 
children, and 
in that Spirit 
we call God 
our Father. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GOSPEL  Luke  11:1-13   
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
 Once Jesus was in a certain place praying, and 
when he had finished, one of his disciples said, ‘Lord, 
teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’ He 
said to them, ‘Say this when you pray: 
 “Father, may your name be held holy, your 
kingdom come; give us each day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive each one 
who is in debt to us. And do not put us to the test.”’ 
 He also said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a 
friend and goes to him in the middle of the night to say, 
“My friend, lend me three loaves, because a friend of 
mine on his travels has just arrived at my house and I 
have nothing to offer him”; and the man answers from 
inside the house, “Do not bother me. The door is bolted 
now, and my children and I are in bed; I cannot get up 
to give it to you.” I tell you, if the man does not get up 
and give it him for friendship’s sake, persistence will be 
enough to make him get up and give his friend all he 
wants. 
 ‘So I say to you: Ask, and it will be given to you; 
search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be 
opened to you. For the one who asks always receives; 
the one who searches always finds; the one who 
knocks will always have the door opened to him. What 
father among you would hand his son a stone when he 
asked for bread? Or hand him a snake instead of a fish? 
Or hand him a scorpion if he asked for an egg? If you 
then, who are evil, know how to give your children 
what is good, how much more will the heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’     

The Gospel of the Lord  
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
Bless the Lord, O my soul,  and never forget all his benefits. 

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 

 
27th July 2025 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  — Year C  



Heaven and Earth can coincide  
 People often imagine huge distance 
between Earth and a Heaven beyond the 
horizon of the universe. But Jesus Christ 
taught us to pray ‘Thy will be done on Earth 
as it is in Heaven.’  
 How can this come about? Jesus 
identified two areas on which we need to 
focus to help make Heaven and Earth share 
the same space. 
 ‘Give us this day our daily bread.’ 
This petition is very real for most 
inhabitants of the world – a plea for the 
necessities of life to stave off real hunger. If 
we respond to this plea, we can change a 
Hellish situation to a place where Heaven 
and Earth coincide. 
 ‘Forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.’ But, 
first to Shakespeare: ‘The quality of Mercy 
is not strained. It falleth as the gentle rain of 
Heaven on to the place beneath.’ 
 If we develop a hardness of heart 
which refuses to show forgiveness, then we 
are like earth concreted over and are unable 
to absorb God’s forgiveness into our own 
lives. When we forgive someone, we 
become more able to absorb the gentle rain 
of heavenly mercy and forgiveness.  
 So, Heaven and Earth need not be as 
distant as supposed. Our Lord has shown us 
how we can help make these dimensions of 
existence coincide. 
 We could take a moment to resolve to 
pray the ‘Our Father’ by our lives, helping 
to provide evidence for our acclamation: 
 ‘Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Hosts, 
Heaven and Earth are full of your Glory’  
  

  © Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

COMMENTARY FEAST DAYS &   
COMMEMORATIONS 

 

29 July,  St Martha, 

St Mary and St Lazarus  

 

31 July,  St Ignatius of Loyola, 

priest  

 

1 Aug,  St Alphonsus Liguori, 

bishop & doctor of the Church  
 

 
  

PLEASE REMEMBER TO  PRAY FOR 

THOSE  OF OUR PARISH FAMILY 

WHO ARE SICK,   
ESPECIALLY 

 

John Rodrigues, 
Dave & Fan Lin Wilson, Francis 

Lee, Jerry A, Michelle Barnes, Levi 
Bell, Gesualda Borg, Monica 

Teresa & Fernanda Carigliano, 
Margaret Dorahy, 

Heidi Ellich, Josie Estera, 
Philippe Kalife, Tim Kelly,  

Mary Korunic, Lillian Leigh, 
Maria Itang Tagle, Sheila Watts,  
Tina de Larrazabal, Rosa Santos, 

Llave Family, Gloria Cherote 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS  
Please refer to the book near the 

altar of  
the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

St. Monica’s Catholic Parish 
Cnr Church Street and North Rocks Road, North Parramatta 

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturday Vigil - 5pm; Sunday - 9am, 11.30am (Cantonese/Chinese Mass) and 6pm 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday-Friday - 9.15am           

EXPOSITION:  Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am 

RECONCILIATION:  Friday 10-10.30am, Saturday 4-4.30pm, 3rd Sunday of the month 10:15-11am, or on request  

MARRIAGES:  Please contact the Parish Priest at least 12 months prior 

BAPTISMS: Please contact the Parish Office for appointment with the Parish Priest.   Phone: 9630-1951 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/

EUCHARIST AT HOME 

Please contact the Parish Office or Fr Ephraim Lam    Phone: 9630-1951 

PARISH PRIEST/ 

CHINESE CHAPLAIN:    

Fr. Ephraim Lam              Phone: 9630 -1951             Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  8 Daking Street, North Parramatta, 2151      Website:  http://www.stmonicanp.org.au 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-2.30pm                   Phone: 9630-1951 
                                                                    Email: stmonicanp@bigpond.com  

St. Monica’s School 
School Principal: Fiona Bylsma           Phone: 8832 4100      Fax: 8832-4199       Email: stmonicasnparra@parra.catholic.edu.au 

The Jubilee Prayer 
 

 Father in heaven, may the faith 
you have given us in your son, Jesus 
Christ, our brother, and the flame of 
charity enkindled in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit, reawaken in us the 
blessed hope for the coming of your 
Kingdom. 
 

 May your grace transform us 
into tireless cultivators of the seeds of 
the Gospel. May those seeds 
transform from within both humanity 
and the whole cosmos in the sure 
expectation of a new heaven and a 
new earth, when, with the powers of 
Evil vanquished, your glory will shine 
eternally. 
 

 May the grace of the Jubilee 
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, a 
yearning for the treasures of heaven. 
May that same grace spread the joy 
and peace of our Redeemer 
throughout the earth. To you our 
God, eternally blessed, be glory and 
praise for ever.     Amen 

Sacramental Programs for Baptized Children 
 

Reconciliation—Year 3 
 

← Information for parents, by scanning 
this QR code, or email to 

stmonicasacraments@gmail.com. 
 

 
For enrolment please 

come to the office at our working hours 
or using this QR code → 



Scripture:   Luke  1:1-13   
 

Observation: Here, we are introduced to the book of 
Luke. He greets us by stating the purpose of his 
writing, not as view of what has occurred, but as to 
document them as they happened. Unlike others, 
Luke differentiates himself and commits to a true 
retelling to the individual, Theophilus, who we 
understand to be an official of some kind, who would 
then have passed these passages around in the early 
church. Luke then depicts the origin of John the 
Baptist and the story that came up before it, that of 
his parents Zechariah and Elizabeth. Described as 
almost perfect followers of God, but unable to 
conceive due to their old age. But seemingly, 
through their blameless lives, they are visited by an 
angel during his time as a priest, announcing that 
Elizabeth would finally bear a child, John the Baptist, 
a powerful herald of the Messiah. The angel's 
announcement suggests that prayers for a child have 
been a regular part of Zechariah's life. Now, those 
requests will be granted. Elizabeth will conceive, at 
last, and they will have a son.  
 

Application: Though it may seem as such, that you 
will be rewarded for your blameless life, we should 
not be leading such a life just to receive the gifts of 
God. In this passage, Zechariah and his wife’s prayers 
were answered, seemingly through the life that they 
had led. But, should we lead such a life, to chase 
such rewards? Absolutely not. In my experience, I 
have often found myself cutting corners when 
attempting achieve something, or to make things 
look a certain way in chasing that goal. So how will 
that look when it is applied to faith? Going to church 
every week to appear to be following God, in hopes 
for eternal life when you do not pay attention to the 
scripture? Though there is not much to take from 
this passage as this acts as an introduction, we can 
also take that even though in this story, it seems like 
though Zechariah’s life and dedication to his faith 
was strong enough that he was rewarded with the 
birth of John the Baptist, we should not take this as 
causation, as that will lead to expectation. In fact, we 
can simply be happy that we stive to lead the 
blameless, unblemished, uncriticizable life through 
our faith.      

Prayer: Lord, I pray that I may lead a blameless life. 
Guide me through life’s tough decisions in the way 
that it should be intended, in your image. Let me 
shine and be the example upon others to inspire 
goodness in your grace, not that I may receive your 
gifts, but to better those around me.    Amen. 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

2nd/3rd   August    ROSTERS 

 5pm Vigil  9am 6pm 

Readers 
 
 
Extraordinary  
Ministers 
 
Acolytes 

C. Meleca      
E. Caruana            
 
A. O’Dwyer              
J. Knight        
 
P. Senjak              

P. Fleming              
J. Jacob           
 
M. Joseph               
J. Skulander       
        
N. Joseph              

M. Caga Anan           
M. Ellis        
 
 
  
 
A. Cheung       

 

Cleaning  Group - 1  Chinese Chaplaincy       ( 1st August ) 

Children’s Liturgy Jesuina / Tresa     

Morning Tea Raj & Innu Kakamanu & Beth     

Counting Group 3 -  Maria David & Tibu Corera 

Silent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am.  
All are welcome. 

St Monica’s Parish Rosary Group  
Every Wednesday from 10.00am to 12.00pm in the 
Parish Centre.  
Enquiries: Lynn McBride 0423 696 961 

Christian Meditation Every Thursday, at the Parish 
Centre. 5:25pm-6:25pm Tai Chi, 
6:30pm-7:30pm Christian Meditation. 
Participation via zoom is available.  Enquiries: 
Patricia Brown, email:pabrown02@bigpond.com  

Catholic Women’s League St Monica’s Branch 
Every third Monday of the month at 10.30 am in 
the Parish Centre.  
Enquiries : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361  

St Monica’s Piety Stall  (open alternate weeks)  
Stall is open on Saturday 4.40 - 6.15 pm 
                   Sunday 8.40 - 10.15 am 
Contact : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361 

St Monica’s Art Group Every Saturday 6pm-8pm at 
the Parish Centre. New workshops are available 
each week. Please contact Vera  
(WhatsApp 0402936947) for details. 

Bible Supper Every FIRST & THIRD Thursday of the 
month, 8pm-9pm, via Zoom.  
Fr. Ephraim will introduce every book from the  
Bible. All are welcome. To get the Zoom Link please 
scan the QR code on the left. 

Children’s LITURGY Every Sunday at 9am Mass 
(during School Terms) Young children haven’t 
received Holy Communion are welcome to join. 

Youth Announcements 
 

HSC blessings - 28th September 
If you are sitting HSC this year and would like to receive 
HSC blessing, please get in touch with Cheryl on 0432 205 
327 so that we can inform Fr Lam. It will be doing during 
the Masses. 
  

St Monica’s Got Talent 
Yes! After last year’s success, we will once again host St 
Monica’s Got Talent to fundraise for the upkeep of our 
parish and church building. This year’s event will be held on 
November 15th. If you are interested in performing, please 
contact Raphael on 0420 947 121. Any acts are welcome, 
especially non-musical acts as we only had musical acts last 
year!  

Vinnies Winter Appeal 
On 26th & 27th July 2025, 
we shall have our Vinnies 
Winter Appeal collections. 
Please use the Vinnies 
Winter Appeal envelopes 
which will be on the pews. 
Donations can be made in 
cash, credit card, or use 
this QR code. Thank you 
for your generosity. 

No Mass on 1st August 2025, Friday 
Fr Ephraim will be in a retreat on that day, thus 
all liturgies on 1st August 2025, Friday,  
are cancelled.   
All liturgies on 2nd August 2025, Saturday, 
are back to normal. 


