St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the

ST MONICA'S

centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community”

Entrance Antiphon
I have risen, and I am with you still, alleluia.
You have laid your hand upon me, alleluia. Too

wonderful for me, this knowledge, alleluia,
alleluia.

First Reading ACT 10:34, 37-43

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household:
‘You must have heard about the recent
happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of
Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after
John had been preaching baptism. God had
anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with
power, and because God was with him, Jesus
went about doing good and curing all who had
fallen into the power of the devil. Now I, and
those with me, can witness to everything he did
throughout the countryside of Judaea and in
Jerusalem itself: and also to the fact that they
killed him by hanging him on a tree, yet three
days afterwards God raised him to life and
allowed him to be seen, not by the whole
people but only by certain witnesses God had
chosen beforehand. Now we are those witnesses
- we have eaten and drunk with him after his
resurrection from the dead - and he has
ordered us to proclaim this to his people and
to tell them that God has appointed him to
judge everyone, alive or dead. It is to him
that all the prophets bear this witness: that all

who believe in Jesus will have their sins
forgiven through his name.’

The Word of the Lord
Responsorial Psalm Ps 117

(R.) This is the day the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad.
1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for
his love has no end. Let the sons of Israel
say: ‘His love has no end.” R.

2. The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; his right
hand raised me up. I shall not die, I shall live
and recount his deeds. R.

3. The stone which the builders rejected has
become the corner stone. This is the work of
the Lord, a marvel in our eyes. R.

Second Reading Colossians 3:1-4

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the
Colossians

Since you have been brought back to true life
with Christ, you must look for the things that
are in heaven, where Christ is, sitting at God’s
right hand. Let your thoughts be on heavenly
things, not on the things that are on the earth,
because you have died, and now the life you
have is hidden with Christ in God. But when
Christ is revealed - and he is your life — you too

will be revealed in all your glory with him.
The Word of the Lord
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Sequence

Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer sacrifice
and praise.

The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; and
Christ, the undefiled, hath sinners to his Father
reconciled.
Death with
ended!
Life’s own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign.
Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon the
way.

The tomb the Living did enclose; I saw Christ’s
glory as he rose!

The angels there attesting; shroud with grave-
clothes resting.

Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before you
into Galilee.

That Christ is truly risen from the dead we
know.

Victorious king, thy mercy show!

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Christ has become our paschal sacrifice;
let us feast with joy in the Lord.
Alleluia!

Gospel John 20:1-9

A reading from the Gospel of John

It was very early on the first day of the week
and still dark, when Mary of Magdala came to
the tomb. She saw that the stone had been
moved away from the tomb and came running
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one
Jesus loved. ‘They have taken the Lord out of
the tomb’ she said ‘and we don’t know where
they have put him.’

So Peter set out with the other disciple to go to
the tomb. They ran together, but the other
disciple, running faster than Peter, reached the
tomb first; he bent down and saw the linen
cloths lying on the ground, but did not go in.
Simon Peter who was following now came up,
went right into the tomb, saw the linen cloths on
the ground, and also the cloth that had been
over his head; this was not with the linen cloths
but rolled up Iin a place by itself. Then the other
disciple who had reached the tomb first also
went in; he saw and he believed. Till this
moment they had failed to understand the
’(cjea%hing of scripture, that he must rise from the
ead.

life contended: combat strangely

The Gospel of the Lord

Communion Antiphon

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed, alleluia;
therefore let us keep the feast with the
u|r|1Ie|a_vened bread of purity and truth, alleluia,
alleluia.



St. Monica’s Catholic Parish

Cnr Church Street and North Rocks Road, North Parramatta

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturday Vigil - Spm; Sunday - 9am, 11.30am (Cantonese/Chinese Mass) and 6pm
WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday-Friday - 9.15am
EXPOSITION: Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am
RECONCILIATION: Friday 10-10.30am, Saturday 4-4.30pm, 3rd Sunday of the month 10:15-11am, or on request
MARRIAGES: Please contact the Parish Priest at least 12 months prior
BAPTISMS: Please contact the Parish Office for appointment with the Parish Priest. Phone: 9630-1951
ANOINTING OF THE SICK/ Please contact the Parish Office or Fr Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630-1951
EUCHARIST AT HOME
PARISH PRIEST/ Fr. Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630 -1951 Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com
CHINESE CHAPLAIN:
ASSISTANT PARISH PRIEST Fr. Pio Jang, temporarily serving Our Lady of the Angels Parish, Rouse Hill
POSTAL ADDRIESS: 8 Daking Street, North Parramatta, 2151 Website: http://www.stmonicanp.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-2.30pm Phone: 9630-1951 Fax: 9630-8738

Email: stmonicanp@bigpond.com

St. Monica’s School
School Principal: Fiona Bylsma

Phone: 8832 4100

Fax: 8832-4199

COMMENTARY

Email: stmonicasnparra@parra.catholic.edu.au

The Gospel for Easter is from John 20:1-9. The
accounts of the resurrection of Christ differ in many
details in the different writings of the New
Testament, but the fact of the resurrection stressed
in all of them, was the basis of the new Christian
Faith. Had it not happened, Christianity would have
been stillborn. It would have disappeared from
Jerusalem and the world on that first Easter Sunday.
Peter and his companions would have returned to
their fishing-nets and boats on Sea of Galilee, and
Christ the good and the kind man who had helped so
many, would have been forgotten in half a
generation.

But Christ was no mere man of kindly acts and
words of wisdom. He was the Messiah promised for
centuries. He was the suffering servant foretold by
Isaiah, whose perfect obedience to his Father had led
him to the Cross and the grave. But above all, he was
the Son of God who had emptied himself (St. Paul) of
his divine glory in order to be the perfect human
servant of the Father, and who was now raised by the
Father, with his divine glory restored, and his glorified
resurrected body sharing in that glory. This was the

kind of divine plan of God for mankind: through &

The Jubilee Prayer

: Father in heaven, may the faith:
:you have given us in your son, Jesus :
: Christ, our brother, and the flame of:
: charity enkindled in our hearts by the:
: Holy Spirit, reawaken in us the:
: blessed hope for the coming of your':

: Kingdom.

May your grace transform us:
: into tireless cultivators of the seeds é)f :
ithe Gospel. May those seeds:
: transform from within both humanity :
zand the whole cosmos in the sure:
s expectation of a new heaven and a':
tnew earth, when, with the powers of:
t Evil vanquished, your glory will shine':
t eternally.

: May the grace of the Jubilee

Christ, and because of Christ's (the new Adam’s) : reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, a:

perfect obedience, all mankind would be made §
worthy of divine sonship, and worthy of one day &
rising like Christ from the grave in glorified bodies. 8

Is all this too good to be true? It is, if we make &
God in our image and likeness, as so many opponents &
of Christianity do. He is God and his love is infinite &

and incomprehensible to us. What God can see in me §

and my fellowmen will always be a mystery to me, &

s and

yearning for the treasures of heaven. :
May that same grace spread the joy:

Ilq)eace of our Redeemer:
throughout the earth. To you our:
God, eternally blessed, be glory and:

praise for ever.  Amen 3

FEAST DAYS &
COMMEMORATIONS

21st - 26th April
(Octave of Easter

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR
THOSE OF OUR PARISH FAMILY
WHO ARE SICK.
ESPECIALLY

John Rodrigues,

Dave & Fan Lin Wilson, Francis Lee,
Jerry A, Michelle Barnes, Levi Bell,
Gesualda Borg, Monica Teresa &
Fernanda Carigliano, Margaret Dorahy,
Heidi Ellich, Josie Estera,
Philippe Kalife, Tim Kelly,
Mary Korunic, Lillian Leigh, Maria
Itang Tagle, Sheila Watts,

Tina de Larrazabal, Rosa Santos,
Llave Family, Gloria Cherote

MASS INTENTIONS
Please refer ro the book near
the altar of
the Sacred Hearr of Jesus

but then I have not the mind of God. All | know and
all I need to know is that | have sufficient proofs that
God loves all men. The Incarnation, death and
resurrection of his Divine Son for man’s sake is the
greatest proof of love for us that even the
omnipotent God could give. He has given it. As a
necessary consequence from this act of divine love,
we are guaranteed our resurrection from the dead to
a life of unending happiness and glory if we do not, in
extreme folly, reject God'’s offer.

Today, let us thank God once more for Easter
and for all it means for us.

by Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan, O.F.M.

Sacramental Programs for Baptized Children
Confirmation—Year 5, First Holy Communion—Year 4
Reconciliation—Year 3
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g, < Information for parents can be obtained by scanning
"4 this QR code, or send an enquiring




PARISH ACTIVITES

Silent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am.
All are welcome.

St Monica’s Parish Rosary Group

Every Wednesday from 10.00am to 12.00pm in the
Parish Centre.

Enquiries : Lynn McBride : 0423 696 961

Christian Meditation Every Thursday, at the Parish
Centre. 5:25pm-6:25pm Tai Chi,

6:30pm-7:30pm Christian Meditation.

| Participation via zoom is available. Enquiries:
Patricia Brown, email:pabrown02@bigpond.com

Catholic Women's League St Monica’s Branch
Every third Monday of the month at 10.30 am in
the Parish Centre.

Enquiries : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361

St Monica’s Piety Stall (open alternate weeks)

Stall is open on Saturday 4.40 - 6.15 pm
Sunday 8.40 - 10.15 am

Contact : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361

St Monica’s Art Group Every Saturday 6pm-8pm at
the Parish Centre. New workshops are available
each week. Please contact Vera

(WhatsApp 0402936947) for details.

simkesm Bible Supper Every FIRST & THIRD Thursday of the
1223 month, 8pm-9pm, via Zoom.

%1 Fr. Ephraim will introduce every book from the

L Bible. All are welcome. To %tet the Zoom Link please

ZitH scan the QR code on the left.

Information on July Youth Camp
An Introduction of the
Theology of the Body of Pope St John Paul Il
by Simon Carrington (Fire Up Ministry)

Date: 4th May 2025 (Sunday)

Time: 2pm—4pm

Place: Parish Hall

This is most suitable for adults, especially parents
who are interested to let their children to join the
July Youth Camp, in which this theology will be
focused at. Please JOIN!

Half Day Retreat for Adults
(hosted by Fr Ephraim Lam)
Topic: The Via Lucis, celebration of Jesus’
Resurrection & Ascension.
Date & Time: 3rd May 2025, [u]
Saturday, 9am-12pm -

Place: Holy Innocent Chapel
8 Greyfriar Pl, Kellyville, NSW 2155

To register please call the parish
office 9630 1951 or using the QR
code.

Inspirational talks, silent prayer time, Mass.

YOUTH MASS
27w APRIL 2025 (SUNDAY) 10:15AM
ALL ARE WELCOME!

26th/27th April ROSTERS

5pm Vigil 9am 6pm
Readers 0. Meleca P. Fleming T. Jones

S. Meleca J. Jacob 0. Holsinger
Extraordinary C. Kandakaft J. Skulander
Ministers M. Samson C. Cheung
Acolytes P. Senjak P. Mooney A. Cheung
Cleaning Group -1 Chinese Chaplaincy ~ (25th April)
Children’s Liturgy School Holidays
Morning Tea Cheung & Payra Family
Counting Group 4 - Peter Mooney & Michael Falamich

Youth Announcements

. Youth Camp 2025 with Simon Carrington

This year, we have the privilege of hosting Simon Carrington as a
guest speaker at our youth camp! Simon 1s the co-founder of Fire
Up Ministries and a well-known speaker on chastity, dating,
theology of the body ang masculinity. He will be hosting an
information session on 4" May on what we can expect at this
year’s camp. This is truly a unique opportunity for our youths and
we invite ALL parents to come along to the information session.

. Australian Catholic Youth Festival 2025

Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) will take place in
Melbourne this year from 30/11 — 2/12. We’re looking to take a
group of St Monica’s youths down to Melbourne and are now
taking expressions of interest for youths aged 15 and over. We will
be aimingh to travel to depart Sydney on 28" November and return
on the 4" December. The estimated cost at this early stage is
$2500-$3000 total. Please contact Cheryl on 0481 507 169 for
more information.

. Goondee Nursing Home visits (27/04/25)

This month, we are going back to Goondee Nursing Home again to
sing for the residents at the aged care home as part of our ongoing
community service. You don’t need to be a singer, all you need to
do is come along with a serving heart! If you want to come along,
please contact Brain Wong (0491 138 451) by 19th April as we
need to confirm the numbers.




