
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON  

O sing a new song to the Lord;  
sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
In his presence are majesty and splendour, 
strength and honour in his holy place.  
 

FIRST READING  
A reading from the prophet Jonah      
Jonah 3:1-5. 10 
 The word of the Lord was addressed to 
Jonah: ‘Up!’ he said ‘Go to Nineveh, the great 
city, and preach to them as I told you to.’ 
Jonah set out and went to Nineveh in 
obedience to the word of the Lord. Now 
Nineveh was a city great beyond compare: it 
took three days to cross it. Jonah went on into 
the city, making a day’s journey. He preached 
in these words, ‘Only forty days more and 
Nineveh is going to be destroyed.’ And the 
people of Nineveh believed in God; they 
proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from 
the greatest to the least. 
 God saw their efforts to renounce their 
evil behaviour. And God relented: he did not 
inflict on them the disaster which he had 
threatened. 

The word of the Lord  
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 24 
 

Response:   Teach me your ways, O Lord. 
  

1.  Lord, make me know your ways.  
 Lord, teach me your paths. 
 Make me walk in your truth, and teach 
me: 
 for you are God my saviour. (R.)  
 

2.  Remember your mercy, Lord,  
 and the love you have shown from of old. 
 In your love remember me, 
 because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.)  
 

3. The Lord is good and upright.  
 He shows the path to those who stray, 
 he guides the humble in the right path; 
 he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)  
 

SECOND READING  
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians  
1Cor 7:29-31  

 Brothers, our time is growing short. 
Those who have wives should live as though 
they had none, and those who mourn should 

live as though they had nothing to mourn for; 
those who are enjoying life should live as 
though there were nothing to laugh about; 
those whose life is buying things should live 
as though they had nothing of their own; and 
those who have to deal with the world should 
not become engrossed in it. I say this 
because the world as we know it is passing 
away. 

The word of the Lord 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The kingdom of God is near: 
believe the Good News! 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark   
Mk 1:14-20  

 After John had been arrested, Jesus 
went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the 
Good News from God. ‘The time has come’ he 
said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at 
hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.’ 
 As he was walking along by the Sea of 
Galilee he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net in the lake – for they were 
fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow 
me and I will make you into fishers of men.’ 
And at once they left their nets and followed 
him. 
 Going on a little further, he saw James 
son of Zebedee and his brother John; they too 
were in their boat, mending their nets. He 
called them at once and, leaving their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the men he 
employed, they went after him.  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

COMMUNION 
ANTIPHON    

Look toward 
the Lord and 
be radiant; let 
your faces not 
be abashed.  

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 
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 The Eyes Have It 
 

When Jesus says to Simon, Andrew, 
James and John ‘I will make you into 
fishers of men’, then, amongst the many 
levels of meaning they would have 
heard the allusion to Ezekiel 29:3-5. 
Jesus was telling them that he was 
creating a society of liberated human 
beings, called the ‘Kingdom of God’. 
This would involve struggle against 
powerful elites, the pharaohs of this 
world, who oppress and enslave people. 
It would be as dangerous and demand 
as much energy as required to haul a 
crocodile out of the Nile.  
Yet they did so, ‘straightaway’. Because 
of the call of Jesus? No. At least, not 
that alone. We read ‘He saw Simon and 
his brother Andrew . . . He saw James 
and his brother John.’ They were 
responding not to his voice alone but to 
his eyes. His is like the attentive gaze of 
a parent loving a baby into a beautiful 
future. Jesus looks at you and at me 
wanting to love us into a barely 
imaginable future. 
We could pause for a moment to 
remember that when His call comes, 
demanding an ‘aye’ or a ‘nay’, the Eyes 
have it . 
   

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

COMMENTARY FEAST DAYS &   
COMMEMORATIONS 

 

 
Jan, 24 St Francis de Sales, Bishop 

 
Jan, 25 The Conversion of St Paul,  

the Apostle 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO  PRAY 

FOR THOSE  OF OUR PARISH 

FAMILY WHO ARE SICK.   
ESPECIALLY 

 
Peter Handcock, John Hilton, 

Paul Chiu, John Rodrigues, 
Dave & Fan Lin Wilson, 

Francis Lee, Jerry A, 
Michelle Barnes, Levi Bell, 

Gesualda Borg, Monica Teresa 
& Fernanda Carigliano, 

Margaret Dorahy, 
Heidi Ellich, Josie Estera, 

Philippe Kalife, Tim Kelly, 
Mary Korunic, Lillian Leigh, 

Monique Malouf, 
Maria Itang Tagle, 

Sheila Watts, 
Tina de Larrazabal, 

Rosa Santos, Llave Family, 
Gloria Cherote 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
  

Please refer to the notice 
board at the entrance. 

Prayer for Christian Unity 2024 
 
 We pray, O gracious Trinity: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, that we 
all may be one as you are one. In 
your community of complete unity, 
we have our beginning and our end. 
To you we pray, asking for the gift 
of visible unity among all who 
believe in your Christ. 
 
 As we commemorate this 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 
we are reminded by your Word that 
all human beings are our 
neighbours and that we are to love 
them like ourselves and in the same 
way we love you. Help us to 
overcome the barriers and divisions 
we have nurtured against your will. 
 
 Grant to us, O Lord, a new 
Spirit of love and solidarity, that we 
may proclaim your good news to all 
of creation. We ask this through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, who with 
you and the Holy Spirt are one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Youth Corner 21st January 
 

Scripture : Mark 1: 14-20  
 
Observations 
In this passage, we witness the beginning of Jesus' mission 
of ministry following John the Baptist’s arrest. Further in 
the passage, Jesus encounters Simon and Andrew, inviting 
them to become his disciples and transforming them into 
"fishers of men." They respond immediately, leaving 
behind their former lives to follow Jesus. This observation 
emphasises Jesus' initiative in calling people to 
discipleship, the immediate and wholehearted response 
of the disciples, and the change in life that occurs 
following Jesus. It is a powerful example of the 
transformative nature of encountering Jesus and the 
willingness to make sacrifices for discipleship, reminding 
us of the journey that awaits those who choose/continue 
to follow him. 
  
Application 
As Catholics, we often proclaim ourselves to be the 
brothers and sisters of Christ. But what does that truly 
mean? Sometimes, we find ourselves stagnant in our 
faith, settling for what we already know and what we 
don't. However, Jesus' invitation extends to us an 
opportunity to remain and delve deeper into our 
understanding of Him. Therefore, it is crucial for us to 
consistently explore our faith, always seeking knowledge 
of our role as disciples of Christ and His teachings. 
  
Prayer 
Dear God, 
Thank you for your love and care you continue to provide 
throughout our lives. We pray that you grant us the grace 
to respond to your call with unwavering faith and 
eagerness to follow you, following the footsteps of Simon 
and Andrew from the passage. Help us to prioritize our 
relationship with you, and guide us to a fulfilling spiritual 
life. May the power of the Holy Spirit lead us to be bold 
witnesses of your love and grace, sharing the good news 
to those around us. Amen. 
 

 

 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

27th/28th January  ROSTERS 

 5pm Vigil  9am 6pm 

Readers 
 
 
Extraordinary 
Ministers 
 
Acolytes 

K. Handcock 
C. Meleca  
 
J. Knight 
K. Handcock 
 
TBA 

S. Younes 
B. McGettigan  
 
J. Skulander 
A. Hernandez  
 
I. Goldthorpe  

O. Holsinger 
D. Cruz 
 
 
 
 
TBA 

 

Cleaning  Group 1  - Chinese Chaplaincy  (26th January) 

Children’s 
Liturgy 

School Holidays 

Morning Tea Not provided 

Counting Group 1  - Joel Pinto & Jacob Payra 

Silent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Every Thursday from 8pm—9pm.  
Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am.  
All are welcome. 

St Monica’s Parish Rosary Group  Every Wednesday, from 
10.00am to 12.00pm in the Parish Centre.  
Enquiries : Lynn McBride  : 0423 696 961 

Christian Meditation  It will be resumed on 8 Feb 2024, then 
every Thursday, from 6.30pm to 7.30pm. Participation via 
zoom is available.  
Enquiries: Nathan Cook, email:cookn4@gmail.com 

Catholic Women’s League St Monica’s Branch 
Last Monday at 10.30am in the Parish Centre.  
Enquiries : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361 

St Monica’s Piety Stall  (open alternate weeks)  
Stall is open on Saturday 4.40 - 6.15pm 
                  Sunday 8.40 - 10.15am 
Contact : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361 

St Monica’s Art Group  It will be resumed on 13 Jan 2024, 
then every Saturday, 6pm—8pm. The Art Group will gather at 
the Parish Centre. Mini workshops are available in Feb 2024. 
Please contact Vera (WhatsApp 0402936947) for details. 

Bible Brekkie It will be resumed on 4 Feb 2024, then every 
FIRST and LAST Sunday of the month, 10.15am - 11am, at 
the Blue Room.  
Fr. Ephraim will talk about interesting topics from the  Bible.  
All are welcome. 

Remember the Deceased There is a NEW open diary and 
pens next to the Sacred Heart of Jesus statue and you are 
welcome to write down the names of your deceased loved 
ones or family members on the day of their anniversaries and 
we will pray for them. 

Tap & Go is now available for donation for ongoing Church 
building maintenance fund. Machine is placed near the Stat-
ute of Saint Joseph. Envelopes are also available on the ta-
bles at the entrance to the Church if you wish to  donate via 
cash/credit card.  Your donation is greatly appreciated. 

Youth Announcements 
 
• St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE)  
Youth Group continues for another month in the community room, 
starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop by for some games and 
friendly chats!     

Chinese Chaplaincy 
Lunar New Year Banquet 

 

Date: 3rd February 2024 (Saturday) 
Time: 6:30pm 
Place: Rhodes Phoenix Chinese Restaurant  
 (Waterside Shopping Centre, Rhodes) 
 

Tickets are sold out, and thanks for your support. 


