
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON        

The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; 

by the word of the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia. 

 

FIRST READING  

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Acts 2: 14. 36 - 41 

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and           

addressed the crowd with a loud voice: ‘The whole House of 

Israel can be certain that God has made this Jesus whom you 

crucified both Lord and Christ.’ 

Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and 

the apostles, ‘What must we do, brothers?’ ‘You must repent,’ 

Peter answered ‘and every one of you must be baptised in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise that was 

made is for you and your children, and for all those who are far 

away, for all those whom the Lord our God will call to himself.’ 

He spoke to them for a long time using many arguments, and 

he urged them, ‘Save yourselves from this perverse generation.’ 

They were convinced by his arguments, and they accepted what 

he said and were baptised. That very day about three thousand 

were added to their number. 

This is the word of the Lord 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 22 

 

Response:   The Lord is my shepherd; 

   there is nothing I shall want. 

 

1. The Lord is my shepherd;  

there is nothing I shall want. 

Fresh and green are the pastures 

where he gives me repose. 

Near restful waters he leads me, 

to revive my drooping spirit. (R.) 

 

2. He guides me along the right path;  

he is true to his name. 

If I should walk in the valley of darkness 

no evil would I fear. 

You are there with your crook and your staff; 

with these you give me comfort. (R.) 

 

3. You have prepared a banquet for me  

in the sight of my foes. 

My head you have anointed with oil; 

my cup is overflowing. (R.) 

 

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me  

all the days of my life. 

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 

for ever and ever. (R.) 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING 

A reading from the first letter of St Peter 

1 Pt 2 : 20 - 25 

The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing punishment patiently 

when you are punished after doing your duty. 

This, in fact, is what you were called to do, because Christ         

suffered for you and left an example for you to follow the way he 

took. He had not done anything wrong, and there had been no 

perjury in his mouth. He was insulted and did not retaliate with 

insults; when he was tortured he made no threats but he put his 

trust in the righteous judge. He was bearing our faults in his 

own body on the cross, so that we might die to our faults and 

live for holiness; through his wounds you have been healed. You 

had gone astray like sheep but now you have come back to the 

shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

This is the word of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 

I know my sheep, and mine know me. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to St John 

Jn 10 : 1 –10 

Jesus said: ‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does not enter 

the sheepfold through the gate, but gets in some other way is a 

thief and a brigand. The one who enters through the gate is the 

shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper lets him in, the sheep 

hear his voice, one by one he calls his own sheep and leads 

them out. When he has brought out his flock, he goes ahead of 

them, and the sheep follow because they know his voice. They 

never follow a stranger but run away from him: they do not            

recognise the voice of strangers.’ 
 
Jesus told them this parable but they failed to understand what 

he meant by telling it to them. 
 
So Jesus spoke to them again: 

‘I tell you most solemnly, I am the gate of the sheepfold. 

All others who have come are thieves and brigands; 

but the sheep took no notice of them. 

I am the gate. 

Anyone who enters through me will be safe: 

he will go freely in and out and be sure of finding pasture. 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 

I have come so that they may have life 

and have it to the full.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON    

The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his life for his 

sheep and willingly died for his flock, alleluia. 

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 

30th April 2023 Fourth Sunday of Easter  -    Year A 

 



St. Monica’s Catholic Parish 
Cnr Church Street and North Rocks Road, North Parramatta 

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturday Vigil - 5pm; Sunday - 9am, 11.30am (Cantonese/Chinese Mass) and 6pm 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday-Friday - 9.15am           

EXPOSITION:  Every Thursday 8pm—9pm  
Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am,  

RECONCILIATION:  Friday 10-10.30am, Saturday 4-4.40pm, 3rd Sunday of the month 10:15-11am, or on request  

MARRIAGES:  Please contact the Parish Priest at least 12 months prior 

BAPTISMS: Please contact the Parish Office for appointment with the Parish Priest.   Phone: 9630-1951 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/

EUCHARIST AT HOME 

Please contact the Parish Office or Fr Ephraim Lam    Phone: 9630-1951 

PARISH PRIEST/ 

CHINESE CHAPLAIN:    

Fr. Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630 -1951             Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  8 Daking Street, North Parramatta, 2151      Website:  http://www.stmonicanp.org.au 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-2.30pm                   Phone: 9630-1951  Fax: 9630-8738   
                                                                    Email: stmonicanp@bigpond.com  

St. Monica’s School 
School Principal: Lisa Crampton           Phone: 8832 4100      Fax: 8832-4199       Email: stmonicasnparra@parra.catholic.edu.au 

The Shepherd’s Voice 

In Jesus’ time, the shepherd lead from the 
front: the sheep followed the sound of his 
voice to reach good pasture. Jesus          
describes other voices who might try to        
mislead the sheep as ‘thieves and                         
brigands’. 

In John’s gospel, Judas, the thief from the 
common purse of the disciples, led a group 
of temple guards and Roman soldiers to 
take Jesus by force.  

Barabbas was a brigand, a leader of an                
insurrection. Our Lord knew that armed               
rebellion against the Romans would lead to 
the destruction of Jerusalem. 

So, Jesus is warning his followers against 
the seductive voices of those who advocate 
the use of violence. 

In particular, the successor of Peter should 
echo the voice of Jesus the Good Shepherd 
and no other. Popes of the modern era 
seem to be listening more attentively to the 
Good Shepherd, as successors of St Peter 
who was instructed: ‘Feed my lambs, feed 
my sheep’.  

We could pause for a moment to attune our 
ears to the sound of the Shepherd’s voice 
and follow Him so that He may lead us to 
pastures where we can have life,                                   
abundantly. 

Alleluia! 
 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

COMMENTARY FEAST DAYS &   
COMMEMORATIONS 

 

 

May 2, St Athanasius 

May 3, STS PHILIP & JAMES, APOSTLES 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO  PRAY 
FOR THOSE  OF OUR PARISH 

FAMILY WHO ARE SICK.   

ESPECIALLY 
 

Paul Chiu, John Rodrigues, 
Dave & Fan Lin Wilson, 

Francis Lee, Jerry A,  Michelle 
Barnes, Levi Bell, Grace  
Boitano, Gesualda Borg,  

Monica Teresa & Fernanda 
Carigliano, Veronica Coorey. 

Margaret Dorahy, Heidi  
Ellich, Josie Estera, Philippe 

Kalife, Tim Kelly, Mary  
Korunic, Lillian Leigh, 

Monique Malouf,  Maria 
Itang Tagle, Sheila Watts, 
Tina de Larrazabal, Rosa  

Santos, Llave Family,  
Gloria Cherote 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
  

Please refer to the notice 
board at the entrance. 

Prayer for protection... 
 

Loving Shepherd, 

You love me  

and watch over me always,  

in my joys and in my pain. 

Help me not to be deceived  

by the world around me. 

Thank you for the great gift  

of your love and protection 

and for my faith in you,  

which shapes my life. 

May my heart be open  

to an awareness 

of your great love 

and may we carry that love  

to those we pass each day  

who need it the most. 

May the Lord bless us, 

protect us from all evil 

and bring us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

SOAP Reflection 30th April 
 

Scripture- John 10:1-10, but in particular verses 9 and 10. 
Observations- From this didactic passage, where metaphorical      
parallels are drawn between sheep and their shepherd and Jesus as 
humanity’s saviour, my attention was drawn as Jesus describes               
himself “I am the door. By me, if any man enter in, he shall be saved: 
and he shall go in, and go out, and shall find pastures”. This reminds 
us that Jesus will always be the one to lead us and guide us out of 
love, and by going through his ‘door’ we shall reach salvation and 
enter the kingdom of God. Furthermore, his love and grace in verse 
10 “The thief comes not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.            
I am come that they may have life, and may have it more abundantly” 
illustrates that his love extends to all. The ‘abundant life’ he promises, 
refers more to spiritual prosperity which is in reach for all people, and 
even though there are challenges on the way, he will never abandon 
us as our shepherd.  
Application- In our daily lives it is easy to hate someone, hold                   
malicious intent and stray from the path of love. Sometimes we forget 
that humanity is one big family and we are all the children of God. In 
each and every person, the image of God is present and as Jesus                 
directs us to “love your neighbour as yourself”. Instead looking down 
upon those that have strayed from the path of God, pray or help 
them so they may find his mercy and his love and the ‘abundant life’ 
that is promised.  
Prayer- Lord, you are so kind, you always lead me in the right                 
direction. Thank you for the opportunities you have granted me and 
the people that you surround me with to love and support one                 
another. I ask that this joy and these sensations of comfort and love 
will be experienced and shared by all. May you lead those that have 
lost the path of grace into welcome arms and may the find your love 
and mercy. Amen. 
 
                - Adrian 

Silent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Every Thursday from 8pm—9pm.  
Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am.  
All are welcome. 
    
St Monica’s Parish Rosary Group  Every Wednesday, from 
10.00am to 12.00pm in the Parish   Centre. Enquiries : 
Lynn McBride  : 0423 696 961 
 
Christian Meditation  Every Thursday, from 6.30pm to 
7.30pm. Participation via zoom is available. Enquiries/
facilitator: Patricia Brown, 0418 406 661 or 
email:pabrown02@gmail.com 
 
Catholic Women’s League St Monica’s Branch                 
Last Monday of the month at 10.30am in the Parish Centre.  
Enquiries : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361 
 
 
St Monica’s Piety Stall  (open alternate weeks)  
Stall is open on Saturday 4.40 - 6.15pm 
                 Sunday 8.40 - 10.15am 
Contact : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361 

 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

Youth Announcements 
 
 
St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE)  
Youth group continues for another month in the community room, 
starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop by for some games and 
friendly chats   In February we will be looking at Gender Fluidity, 
led by Samuel and Charlotte.   
 
 
Youth Camp 2023  
Youth camp is back on again in the Term 2 holidays, from the 4th-7th 
July (Tuesday to Friday)! This year’s theme will be Fast and Furious, 
with our topic focusing on families- permission forms will be hand-
ed out soon. If you have any questions/concerns so far, please let 
Hazel (0478209349) or Cheryl (0481507169) know   Get excited! 
 
Altar Serving Expressions of Interest  
If anyone has received their first Holy Communion and is interested 

in becoming an altar server at the 9AM mass, please contact Gab-

by Fleming (gabbyfleming2007@gmail.com)  

Remember the Deceased There is an open diary and pens 
next to the Sacred Heart of Jesus statue and you are     
welcome to write down the names of your  deceased loved 
ones or family members on the day of their anniversaries 
and we will pray for them. 

06th/07th May ROSTERS 

 5pm Vigil  9am 6pm 

Readers 
 
 
Extraordinary 
Ministers 
 
Acolytes 

C. Meleca 
S. Meleca 
 
K. Handcock 
M. Samson 
 
Peter Handcock 

S. Younes 
B. McGettigan 
 
J. De Araujo 
M. De Araujo 
 
Nishan Joseph 

M. Novak 
D. Llevado 
 
 
 
 
John Hilton 

 

Cleaning  Group 1  - Chinese Chaplaincy 

Morning Tea Abbey Liu & Payra Family 

Counting Group 5 - Peter & Kris Handcock 

St Monica’s Art Group  Every Saturday, 6pm—8pm, the Art 
Group will gather at the Parish Centre. Mini workshops are 
available. Please contact Vera (WhatsApp 0402936947) 
for  details. 

St. Monica’s Sacraments 
stmonicasacraments@gmail.com 

  
Sacrament of Confirmation   

 
Lesson 5 : 6th May at 4.00pm in the Parish Centre 

Tap & Go is now available for donation for ongoing Church 
building maintenance fund. Machine is placed near the 
Statute of Saint Joseph. Envelopes are also available on 
the tables at the entrance to the Church if you wish to  

donate via cash/credit card.  Your donation is greatly appreciated.  

Bible Brekkie  Every FIRST and LAST Sunday of the month, 
10.15am - 11am, at the Blue Room. Fr. Ephraim will talk 
about interesting topics from the  Bible.  All are welcome. 

Write the WORD 2022-2024 
To anticipate the celebration of the 130th anniversary of this parish, 
everyone is invited to join in “Write the WORD” to increase our fa-
miliarity of the Holy Scripture.  For details you can take a leaflet at 
the main entrances of the church, or call the Parish Office (9630 
1951), or send an email to write.the.word.2024@gmail.com 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 2024    
Father Lam is organizing a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land from the 8th of January to 
the 18th of January 2024.  
Further details are available on printouts 
at the entrance to the Church.   
If you are interested and need further  
details please email the Parish office : 
stmonicanp@bigpond.com or call on  

      02 9630 1951 (Thurs & Fri 9am to 2pm) 

mailto:gabbyfleming2007@gmail.com
mailto:write.the.word.2024@gmail.com

