
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON        

All the earth shall bow down before you, O God, 

and shall sing to you, 

shall sing to your name, O Most High! 

 

FIRST READING  
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
Is 49 : 3. 5 - 6 
The Lord said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel, in whom I 
shall be glorified’; I was honoured in the eyes of the Lord, 
my God was my strength.  
And now the Lord has spoken, he who formed me in the 
womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, to 
gather Israel to him: ‘It is not enough for you to be my 
servant, 
to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back the survivors 
of Israel; I will make you the light of the nations 
so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.’ 
This is the word of the Lord 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 39 
 
Response:   Here I am, Lord; 
   I come to do your will. 
 
1. I waited, I waited for the Lord  

and he stooped down to me; 
he heard my cry. 
He put a new song into my mouth, 
praise of our God. (R.) 
 

2. You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings,  
but an open ear. 
You do not ask for holocaust and victim. 
Instead, here am I. (R.) 
 

3. In the scroll of the book it stands written  
that I should do your will. 
My God, I delight in your law 
in the depth of my heart. (R.) 
 

4. Your justice I have proclaimed  
in the great assembly. 
My lips I have not sealed; 
you know it, O Lord. (R.) 
 

SECOND READING 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
1 Cor 1 : 1 - 3  
I, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle, together with 

brother Sosthenes, send greetings to the church of God in 

Corinth, to the holy people of Jesus Christ, who are called 

to take their place among all the saints everywhere who 

pray to our Lord Jesus Christ; for he is their Lord no less 

than ours. May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 

send you grace and peace. 

This is the word of the Lord 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us. 
He enabled those who accepted him 
to become the children of God. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to St John 
Jn 1 : 29 - 34 
Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, ‘Look, there 

is the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. 

This is the one I spoke of when I said: A man is coming 

after me who ranks before me because he existed before 

me. I did not know him myself, and yet it was to reveal 

him to Israel that I came baptising with water.’ John also 

declared, ‘I saw the Spirit coming down on him from  

heaven like a dove and resting on him. I did not know him 

myself, but he who sent me to baptise with water had said 

to me, “The man on whom you see the Spirit come down 

and rest is the one who is going to baptise with the Holy 

Spirit.” Yes, I have seen and I am the witness that he is 

the Chosen One of God.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON    
You have prepared a table before me, 
and how precious is the chalice that quenches my thirst. 
 

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 

15th January 2023 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 

 



St. Monica’s Catholic Parish 
Cnr Church Street and North Rocks Road, North Parramatta 

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturday Vigil - 5pm; Sunday - 9am, 11.30am (Cantonese/Chinese Mass) and 6pm 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday-Friday - 9.15am           

EXPOSITION:  Every Thursday 8pm—9pm  
Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am,  

RECONCILIATION:  Friday 10-10.30am, Saturday 4-4.40pm, 3rd Sunday of the month 10:15-11am, or on request  

MARRIAGES:  Please contact the Parish Priest at least 12 months prior 

BAPTISMS: Please contact the Parish Office for appointment with the Parish Priest.   Phone: 9630-1951 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/

EUCHARIST AT HOME 

Please contact the Parish Office or Fr Ephraim Lam    Phone: 9630-1951 

PARISH PRIEST/ 

CHINESE CHAPLAIN:    

Fr. Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630 -1951             Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  8 Daking Street, North Parramatta, 2151      Website:  http://www.stmonicanp.org.au 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-2.30pm                   Phone: 9630-1951  Fax: 9630-8738   
                                                                    Email: stmonicanp@bigpond.com  

St. Monica’s School 
School Principal: Lisa Crampton           Phone: 8832 4100      Fax: 8832-4199       Email: stmonicasnparra@parra.catholic.edu.au 

The Perfume of Holiness 

What does it mean to be ‘holy’? It does not 
mean 100% morally correct, or separate 
from the great mass of people: ‘Holier than 
thou’! It means being so close to God that 
God’s holiness rubs off.   

We are adopted members of the Holy             
Family, and something rubs off. 

Each one of us has heard at our baptism 
‘You are my beloved son/daughter’. We 
have been adopted into God’s family and 
that brings us into close proximity to God.  

So, if St Paul were writing to us today, as he 
did to the Corinthians, this is how it would 
run:  ‘ … to the church of God that is in  
[your town], made up of those who have 
been sanctified in Christ Jesus, called holy.’ 

But, we are not alone. In a multitude of     
places there are people who have also been 
baptised and therefore share a certain             
family resemblance. How is the 
‘togetherness’ held together? By being in 
communion with the Bishop of Rome,                     
currently Pope Francis. 

We might pause for a moment to thank God 
that we are amongst the baptised who can 
receive St Paul’s greeting: ‘Grace and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.’ 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

COMMENTARY FEAST DAYS &   
COMMEMORATIONS 

 
January  17, St Anthony 

January 21, St Agnus 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO  PRAY 
FOR THOSE  OF OUR PARISH 

FAMILY WHO ARE SICK.   
ESPECIALLY 

 
Paul Chiu, John Rodrigues, 
Dave & Fan Lin Wilson, 

Francis Lee, Jerry A,  Michelle 
Barnes, Levi Bell, Grace  
Boitano, Gesualda Borg,  

Monica Teresa & Fernanda 
Carigliano, Veronica Coorey. 

Margaret Dorahy, Heidi  
Ellich, Josie Estera, Philippe 

Kalife, Tim Kelly, Mary  
Korunic, Lillian Leigh, 

Monique Malouf,  Maria 
Itang Tagle, Sheila Watts, 
Tina de Larrazabal, Rosa  

Santos, Llave Family,  
Gloria Cherote 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
  

Please refer to the notice 
board at the entrance.. 

 
Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

 
Holy Spirit of light and love,  
you are the substantial love  
of the Father and the Son;  

hear my prayer.  
Bounteous bestower  

of most precious gifts,  
grant me a strong and living faith  

which makes me accept  
all revealed truths and shape  

my conduct in accord with them.  
Give me a most confident hope  

in all divine promises which prompts  
me to abandon myself unreservedly  

to you and your guidance.  
Infuse into me a love  
of perfect goodwill,  
and act according to  
God's least desires.  

Make me love not only my friends  
but my enemies as well,  

in imitation of Jesus Christ  
who through you offered himself  

on the Cross for all people.  
Holy Spirit, animate,  

inspire, and guide me,  
and help me to be always  

a true follower of you.  
 

Amen.  
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
What is the point of a Youth Group? 

 
Youth Groups are extremely important, and pretty much every church 
has one in some form or the other. Some are huge, with hundreds of 
members, some may only have four to five, and other have anywhere 
in-between. Most Youth Groups have their own unique identity and 
approach to activities, however, at the core of every Youth Group is 
something known as Youth Ministry, and while the term may sound 
extremely formal, it really just refers to promoting the involvement of 
young people in the faith community, and in turn making faith an 
integral part of their daily lives.  
 
Considering this, it may seem a bit redundant, because don’t people 
attend Mass every week so that they can practice their faith? That 
being said, while Mass itself is an integral part of a faith filled life, 
Youth Ministry is just as important for young people.  
 
For one, Youth Groups give the youth a community of likeminded 
individuals – people who they can relate to and make friends with. 
Similar to how most schools and universities work, it is easier to learn 
when surrounded by likeminded people, because not only does it 
supply an open atmosphere, it’s also easier for most people to ask 
questions or point out things they don’t understand when with      
people who are just like them and with similar life experience.  
 
Furthermore, being active in Church life through Youth Ministry helps 
you get used to being active in the wider faith community, which is 
extremely important for spiritual wellbeing and growth. Like with 
most things, you benefit the most when starting early, and Youth 
Groups highlight what it is like to actively participate in a Church   
community, whether it be through social events, faith education or 
even trying to teach others. As part of this, Youth Ministry also gives 
young people the chance to lead. It enables them to step out their 
comfort zone and to lead, in the same way Jesus did, by being                 
confident in their faith and by putting others before themselves, and 
experiencing such things is invaluable. 
 
Finally, Youth Groups are great places to simply make friends. As 
mentioned earlier, you are guaranteed to find like minded people 
there. I remember when I first joined Youth Group, it was because my 
parents pushed me into it. And even though I didn’t think I’d like it,     
I had so much fun and learnt so many things that I kept going back.  
 

                - Rashane  

Silent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Every Thursday from 8pm—9pm.  
Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am.  
All are welcome. 
    
St Monica’s Parish Rosary Group  resumes on Wednesday, 
1st February from 10.00am to 12.00pm in the Parish   
Centre. Enquiries : Lynn McBride  : 0423 696 961 
 
Christian Meditation  resumes on Thursday, 2nd February 
from 6.30pm to 7.30pm. Participation via zoom is         
available. Enquiries/facilitator: Patricia Brown, 0418 406 
661 or email:pabrown02@gmail.com 
 
Catholic Women’s League St Monica’s Branch resumes on 
Monday, 27th February at 10.30am in the Parish Centre.  
Enquiries : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361 
 
 
St Monica’s Piety Stall  (open alternate weeks)  
Stall is open on Saturday 4.40 - 6.15pm 
                 Sunday 8.40 - 10.15am 
Contact : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361 

 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

Youth Announcements 
 
 
St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE)  
Youth group continues for another month in the community room, 
starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop by for some games and 
friendly chats  In February next month we will be looking at 
abortion and euthanasia, led by Ryan and Gordon!  
  

Remember the Deceased There is an open diary and pens 
next to the Sacred Heart of Jesus statue and you are     
welcome to write down the names of your  deceased loved 
ones or family members on the day of their anniversaries 
and we will pray for them. 

21st/22nd January ROSTERS 

 5pm Vigil  9am 6pm 

Readers 
 
 
Extraordinary 
Ministers 
 
Acolytes 

S. Meleca 
C. Maxwell 
 
M. Woolridge 
K. Handcock 
 
Peter Handcock 

S. Joseph 
C. Cheung 
 
B. Hooker           
J. Skulander 
 
Peter Mooney 

V. Cruz 
D. Cruz 
 
 
 
 
Adrian Cheung 

 

Cleaning  Group 2  - Vera 

Morning Tea No Morning tea 

Counting Group 5 - Peter & Kris Handcock 

St Monica’s Art Group  Resuming on the  4th of February. 
Every Saturday, 6pm—8pm, the Art Group will gather at the 
Parish Centre. Mini workshops are available. Please 
contact Vera (WhatsApp 0402936947) for  details. 

No weekday Masses  
from 23rd Jan to 10th Feb 2023 

As Fr Ephraim is out of the parish, the weekday’s  
Masses (Monday to Friday) from 23rd Jan to 10th 
Feb will be cancelled. 
The Masses on Saturdays and Sundays will remain 
as normal and be said by guest priests. 

Tap & Go is now available for donation for ongoing Church 
building maintenance fund. Machine is placed near the 
Statute of Saint Joseph. Envelopes are also available on 
the tables at the entrance to the Church if you wish to  

donate via cash/credit card.  Your donation is greatly appreciated.  

Bible Brekkie Resume on 26th February. Every FIRST and 
LAST Sunday of the month, 10.15am - 11am, at the Blue 
Room. Fr. Ephraim will talk about interesting topics from 
the  Bible.  All are welcome. 

Write the WORD 2022-2024 
To anticipate the celebration of the 130th anniversary of this 
parish, everyone is invited to join in “Write the WORD” to 
increase our familiarity of the Holy Scripture.  For details you 
can take a leaflet at the main entrances of the church, or 
call the Parish Office (9630 1951), or send an email to 
write.the.word.2024@gmail.com 

mailto:write.the.word.2024@gmail.com

