
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON        

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 

Indeed, the Lord is near. 
 
FIRST READING  
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
Is 35 : 1 - 6, 10 
Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, let the         

wasteland rejoice and bloom, let it bring forth flowers like 

the jonquil, let it rejoice and sing for joy. 

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, the splendour        

of Carmel and Sharon; they shall see the glory of the Lord, 

the splendour of our God. 

Strengthen all weary hands, steady all trembling knees and 

say to all faint hearts, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid. ‘Look, 

your God is coming, vengeance is coming, the retribution of 

God; he is coming to save you.’ 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears of the 

deaf unsealed, then the lame shall leap like a deer and the 

tongues of the dumb sing for joy, for those the Lord has   

ransomed shall return. 

They will come to Zion shouting for joy,  everlasting joy on 

their faces; joy and gladness will go with them and sorrow 

and lament be ended. 
This is the word of the Lord 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 145 
 
Response:   Lord, come and save us. 
 
1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,  

who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.) 

 
2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,  

who raises up those who are bowed down, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger 
and upholds the widow and orphan. (R.) 

 
3. It is the Lord who loves the just  

but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.) 

 
SECOND READING 
A reading from the letter of St James 
Jas 5 : 7 – 10 
Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a 

farmer: how patiently he waits for the precious fruit of the 

ground until it has had the autumn rains and the spring 

rains! You too have to be patient; do not lose heart,         

because the Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not make     

complaints against one another, brothers, so as not to be 

brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is already to be 

seen waiting at the gates. For your example, brothers, in 

submitting with patience, take the prophets who spoke in 

the name of the Lord. 
This is the word of the Lord 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to St Matthew 
Mt 11 : 2 - 11 
John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he 

sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to 

come, or have we got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus    

answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you hear and see; 

the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are 

cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life 

and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy is 

the man who does not lose faith in me.’ 

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the 

people about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness 

to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then what did 

you go out to see? A man wearing fine clothes? Oh no, 

those who wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces. 

Then what did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell 

you, and much more than a prophet: he is the one of whom 

scripture says: Look, I am going to send my messenger           

before you; he will prepare your way before you. I tell you 

solemnly, of all the children born of women, a greater than 

John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON    
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. 
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 
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PARISH PRIEST/ 

CHINESE CHAPLAIN:    

Fr. Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630 -1951             Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com 
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The Right Question 

John was languishing in prison, held captive 
by the local agent of the Roman Empire. 
Perhaps he was looking for evidence that 
Jesus was the One who would throw off  
Roman despotism. In answer to his                  
questing, Jesus replied that John should 
rather look at what was happening on the 
ground in His healing ministry and                          
orientation to the poor. Those are the signs 
that the reign of God has begun. 

I admire John the Baptist because he was 
prepared to seek and accept the answer to 
the question which was crucial to him, even 
though the answer might upset his                         
preconceptions. He was a true seeker after 
Truth.  

All our activities as a parish in building                           
community, forming faith, serving the poor, 
participating in the liturgy, should be                      
undertaken so that a seeker after Truth 
might see and hear the evidence of the 
presence and mission of the risen Lord                     
Jesus Christ amongst us. 

We could pause for a moment to simply 
pray in the spirit of Advent: ‘Come, Lord     
Jesus’ to satisfy the restlessness of the 
questing heart. 

 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

COMMENTARY FEAST DAYS &   
COMMEMORATIONS 

 

December 13, St Lucy 

December 14, St John of the Cross 
 
  

PLEASE REMEMBER TO  PRAY 

FOR THOSE  OF OUR PARISH 
FAMILY WHO ARE SICK.   

ESPECIALLY 
 

Paul Chiu, John Rodrigues, 
Dave & Fan Lin Wilson, 

Francis Lee, Jerry A,  Michelle 
Barnes, Levi Bell, Grace  
Boitano, Gesualda Borg,  

Monica Teresa & Fernanda 
Carigliano, Veronica Coorey. 

Margaret Dorahy, Heidi  
Ellich, Josie Estera, Philippe 

Kalife, Tim Kelly, Mary  
Korunic, Lillian Leigh, 

Monique Malouf,  Maria 
Itang Tagle, Sheila Watts, 
Tina de Larrazabal, Rosa  

Santos, Llave Family,  
Gloria Cherote 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
  

Please refer to the notice 
board at the entrance.. 

 
 
 
 

A prayer of Joy  
for the Third week of    

Advent 
 
 

O Lord as we enter this season of Advent, 
this time of waiting and anticipation,  

fill me with the hope of Christ.  
Help me to wait in great expectation for 

your great light to shine in this world,  
for all who are living in darkness  
to see the dawning of your light.  

This world can be so dark, so troubling,  
so full of despair, yet you are light and love. 

May your light fill all the  
darkest corners of this world,  

and all the darkest corners of my heart.  
May your love conquer all despair and hate, 

leading us all to a better life in you.  
This is the hope of Christmas,  

that the birth of a baby - Jesus Christ,  
your Son - will change the world  

and will work a change in my own life.  
Lord, I pray to be filled with this hope  
that light will triumph over darkness,  

love will conquer evil,  
and Jesus will save us all.  

This I pray through your Son Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
Source: Prayer + Possibilities with Kathryn Shirey 



 
 
 
 

 
Preparing for Christmas 

 
There are around eight more weeks until Christmas and many people 
will be busy organising Christmas parties, preparing food, rehearsing 
for Christmas concerts and planning to catch up with friends                     
and  family. As Catholics, we are also preparing to mark the                    
commemoration of the arrival of our Saviour and Messiah by                                     
attending mass on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Every Christmas, 
we anticipate Christ’s second coming, reflect on Mary’s loving, faithful 
devotion to God’s mission and willingness to accept her calling, St 
Joseph’s ability to look after his family during difficult times. We think 
about how we can become more like the Holy Family within our own 
families. We may also like to reflect on the year that has gone by, 
what has worked well for us, what we didn’t like about this year, what 
we have achieved and what we need to continue working on.  Many 
people are looking forward to the communal atmosphere, the                
opportunities to socialise and perhaps meet up with people they 
haven’t been able to see very often. 
 
 It’s easy to be caught up in all activities involving in preparing for and 
celebrating Christmas, and many people will be focused on              
celebrating with people they know and love. However, many people 
may also be struggling during Christmas time. Some people may be 
feeling socially isolated and lonely, may be experiencing illness or 
living in poverty, struggling to pay the bills and meet their costs of 
living. Their situation doesn’t necessarily alleviate during Christmas 
time, and it may be harder for people living in poverty to afford to 
buy presents for people. We may be prone to overlook those people 
when we are engrossed in our own lives. If you know anyone who 
may be feeling lonely during Christmas time, it can be a very decent 
act of kindness to invite them to Christmas celebrations that you are 
hosting or helping to organise, and involve them in conversations, 
games or activities during the parties.  
 
Another good idea to help mark the coming of Christmas is support 
charities that help people who may be experiencing disadvantage or 
personal crises through volunteer work or giving donations. Some 
charities, such as Save the Children, focus on supporting children, 
such as refugee children with learning support programs to help                 
children with language, literacy and numeracy skills. Save the Children 
also operates refuges for women and children fleeing domestic               
violence in Queensland and also provide specialists to provide                  
practical support to families, such as assistance with housing,               
education and employment. Charities like the Smith family support 
children living in low-income families, half of whom live in single                 
parent families. Around 40% of students and 50% of their parents and 
carers may have a health or disability issues. Some parents of                  
disadvantaged children may not be in paid employment. The Smith 
Family offers financial literacy education programs for young people 
and help provide laptops internet access and tech support so that 
students can engage in online learning and do schoolwork.  
 
 If we can use the Christmas season to heighten our awareness of 
people who are in need, people who are stressed, lonely and                 
struggling, as well as celebrate and have a good time with our friends 
and family, then this would make Christmas even more meaningful 
for ourselves as we can develop our compassion, sense of empathy 
and social responsibility to other people.  
 
        - Rachel 

Silent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Every Thursday from 8pm—9pm.  
Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am.  
All are welcome. 
    
St Monica’s Parish Rosary Group  Last Meeting for this year 
will be on the 14th December. Resuming on 1st February 
2023. Enquiries : Lynn McBride : 0423 696 961 
 
Christian Meditation  every Thursday from 6.30pm to 
7.30pm. Participation via zoom is available. Enquiries/
facilitator: Patricia Brown, 0418 406 661 or 
email:pabrown02@gmail.com 
 
Catholic Women’s League St Monica’s Branch Last meeting 
for the year is 28th November. First meeting next year is 
27/02/2023. Enquiries : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361 
 
 
St Monica’s Piety Stall  (open alternate weeks)  
Stall is open on Saturday 4.40 - 6.15pm 
                 Sunday 8.40 - 10.15am 
Contact : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361 

 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

Youth Announcements 
 
St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE)  
Youth group continues for another month in the community room, 
starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop by for some games and 
friendly chats   This month we will be starting a new topic- Social 
justice and relativism with Rebecca and Rachel!  
�    
Christmas Party  
We will be having a Christmas Party on the 19th December 
(Monday) at 6:30PM in the hall to celebrate the end of another   
year    All are welcome!  

Remember the Deceased There is an open diary and pens 
next to the Sacred Heart of Jesus statue and you are     
welcome to write down the names of your  deceased loved 
ones or family members on the day of their anniversaries 

and we will pray for them. 

17th/18th December ROSTERS 

 5pm Vigil  9am 6pm 

Readers 
 
 
Extraordinary 
Ministers 
 
Acolytes 

S. Meleca 
C. Meleca 
 
M. Samson 
K. Handcock 
 
Patrick Senjak 

S. Jacob 
M. Falamich 
 
A. Falamich        
J. Skulander 
 
Rashane  Joseph 

V. Cruz 
D. Cruz 
 
 
 
 
John Hilton 

 

Cleaning  Group 2  - Vera 

Morning Tea Julie Skulander & Maris Strong 

Counting Group 5 - Peter & Kris Handcock 

St Monica’s Art Group  will commence on the 4th February 
2023. Every Saturday, 6pm—8pm, the Art Group will gather 
at the Parish Centre. Mini workshops are available. Please 
contact Vera (WhatsApp 0402936947) for  details. 

Tap & Go is now available for donation for ongoing Church 
building maintenance fund. Machine is placed near the 
Statute of Saint Joseph. Envelopes are also available on 
the tables at the entrance to the Church if you wish to  

donate via cash/credit card.  Your donation is greatly appreciated.  

Write the WORD 2022-2024 
To anticipate the celebration of the 130th anniversary of this 
parish, everyone is invited to join in “Write the WORD” to 
increase our familiarity of the Holy Scripture.  For details you 
can take a leaflet at the main entrances of the church, or 
call the Parish Office (9630 1951), or send an email to 
write.the.word.2024@gmail.com 

Flyers of the Christmas Mass timetable are available at the 
main entrance of the church. 

SVDP CHRISTMAS APPEAL Our Christmas Appeal once 
again seeks the generosity of our Parishioners whose 
donations ensure that the less fortunate of our           
Community enjoy in the Celebration of our Saviour's Birth. 
 

Envelopes are on pews and may be placed in the 2nd collection box. 
 
Commencing weekend 3rd/4th December - 17th/18th December, 
Christmas Tree will be at back of the Church to accommodate  
Parishioners traditional gift giving of Christmas Hamper goodies 
e.g. Christmas mini puddings/cake/lollies, tin hams as well as  
staple food items and in conjunction with the School Community, 
hamper collections will be combined, collated and distributed   
during Christmas Week. Our Family gift tree will also be available at 
back of Church, please take card and return with gifts. 
 
As always, your ongoing and traditional hamper/gift giving is greatly 
appreciated and many would forgo Christmas as most of us know, 
without your selfless action/caring. 

mailto:write.the.word.2024@gmail.com

