
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON        

You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is right; 

treat your servant in accord with your merciful love. 
 

FIRST READING  

A reading from the book of Wisdom 

Wis 9: 13 - 18 

What man can know the intentions of God? 

Who can divine the will of the Lord? 

The reasonings of mortals are unsure and our intentions 

unstable; for a perishable body presses down the soul, 

and this tent of clay weighs down the teeming mind. 

It is hard enough for us to work out what is on earth, 

laborious to know what lies within our reach; who, then, 

can discover what is in the heavens? 

As for your intention, who could have learnt it, had you not 

granted Wisdom and sent your holy spirit from above? 

Thus have the paths of those on earth been straightened 

and men been taught what pleases you, 

and saved, by Wisdom. 

This is the word of the Lord 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 89 
 
Response:   In every age, O Lord,     

  you have been our refuge. 
 
1. You turn men back into dust  

and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’ 

To your eyes a thousand years 

are like yesterday, come and gone, 

no more than a watch in the night. (R.) 
 
2. You sweep men away like a dream,  

like grass which springs up in the morning. 

In the morning it springs up and flowers: 

by evening it withers and fades. (R.) 
 
3. Make us know the shortness of our life  

that we may gain wisdom of heart. 

Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? 

Show pity to your servants. (R.) 
 
4. In the morning, fill us with your love;  

we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 

Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 

give success to the work of our hands. (R.) 

 

SECOND READING 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to  Philemon 

Phlm 9 -10, 12-17 
This is Paul writing, an old man now and, what is more, 
still a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for a 
child of mine, whose father I became while wearing these 
chains: I mean Onesimus. I am sending him back to you, 
and with him – I could say – a part of my own self.              

I should have liked to keep him with me; he could have 
been a substitute for you, to help me while I am in the 
chains that the Good News has brought me. However, I 
did not want to do anything without your consent; it would 
have been forcing your act of kindness, which should be 
spontaneous. I know you have been deprived of Onesimus 
for a time, but it was only so that you could have him back 
for ever, not as a slave any more, but something much 
better than a slave, a dear brother; especially dear to me, 
but how much more to you, as a blood-brother as well as a 
brother in the Lord. So if all that we have in common 
means anything to you, welcome him as you would me. 
This is the word of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let your face shine on 

your servant, 

and teach me your laws. 

Alleluia! 

 
 
 

GOSPEL 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to St Luke 

Lk 14: 25 - 33 

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he 

turned and spoke to them. ‘If any man comes to me    

without hating his father, mother, wife, children, brothers, 

sisters, yes and his own life too, he cannot be my disciple. 

Anyone who does not carry his cross and come after me 

cannot be my disciple. 

‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower, 

would not first sit down and work out the cost to see if he 

had enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the    

foundation and then found himself unable to finish the 

work, the onlookers would all start making fun of him and 

saying, “Here is a man who started to build and was      

unable to finish.” Or again, what king marching to war 

against another king would not first sit down and consider 

whether with ten thousand men he could stand up to the 

other who advanced against him with twenty thousand? If 

not, then while the other king was still a long way off, he 

would send envoys to sue for peace. So in the same way, 

none of you can be my disciple unless he gives up all his 

possessions.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON    

Like the deer that yearns for running streams, 

so my soul is yearning for you, my God; 

my soul is thirsting for God, the living God. 

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 

04th September 2022 Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Times -   Year C 
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Fr. Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630 -1951             Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com 
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St. Monica’s School 
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Hate your father 

I am told that, in most Middle Eastern       
languages, there is no word for ‘prefer’.    
Perhaps influenced by extremes of heat and 
cold, the vocabulary of ‘love’ and ‘hate’ is 
used instead. No one can imagine Jesus 
‘hating’ Joseph, but he clearly gave                   
preference to his mission, even as a                    
precocious 12 year old in the Temple. 

In today's Gospel, Jesus was preparing                
his followers, imminently and over the               
generations, for persecution. This would       
include real-life situations of families         
denouncing a son or daughter, or a brother 
turning over a brother to the authorities. 

Imagine a Chinese Catholic hearing this 
Gospel this morning, and this afternoon            
being betrayed by family members for               
remaining loyal to the successor of St Peter. 
Jesus exhorts such a follower to prefer this 
cross over what the family considers                 
politically correct.  

We could pause for a moment to pray for all 
families, torn apart for allegiance to Jesus in 
His Church, that they may be re-united in 
the peace of the Risen Lord.  

 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

COMMENTARY FEAST DAYS &   
COMMEMORATIONS 

 

September 8, THE NATIVITY OF THE 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

 
 

 PLEASE REMEMBER TO  PRAY 

FOR THOSE  OF OUR PARISH 
FAMILY WHO ARE SICK.   

ESPECIALLY 
 

Paul Chiu, John  
Rodrigues, Dave & Fan Lin 

Wilson, Francis Lee, Jerry A,   
Michelle Barnes, Levi Bell, 

Grace Boitano,  
Gesualda Borg, Monica Teresa 

& Fernanda Carigliano,     
Veronica Coorey. Margaret      
Dorahy, Heidi Ellich, Josie 
Estera, Philippe Kalife, Tim 
Kelly, Mary Korunic, Lillian 

Leigh, Monique Malouf,   
Maria Itang Tagle,           

Sheila Watts,  
Tina de Larrazabal,  
Rosa Santos, Llave  

Family, Gloria Cherote, 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
  

Emila Zanier 
Therese Zanier 

Felicks Znidarbic 

PRAYER TO BE FILLED WITH THE 
HOLY SPIRIT 

 

Dear Heavenly Father,  
I come to you today  

in the name of  
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
I thank You for filling me with the 

power of the Holy Ghost.  
I ask that you protect me  

from all the power of darkness,  
which seeks to take away  

my salvation. 
Help me Lord to do Your will,  

no matter what it may be  
for my life today.  

I thank You that You are guiding  
all things towards Your perfect  

plan of happiness for me. 
Please help me to always  

put You first in my life  
and obey the commandments  

which You have given us  
so that I may remain worthy of  

Your guidance and the blessings 
 of Your grace. 

This I ask in Jesus’ name.  
Amen! 



 
 
 
 

Compatibility in relationships: A Closer Look 

The idea of compatibility being the basis of a good and happy  
marriage is widely accepted. But the word does not mean what it 
has come to now mean; namely, a congruence of interests.       
Couples with similarities interests make it look very easy to be  
together. Does this mean you cannot have a happy and loving   
relationship if you don’t have similar interests, or have more 
differences than similarities? Many people feel this way. However, 
this is not what the word “compatibility” originally meant.  Look-
ing at the Latin roots of “compatibility” you find: “Com” means 
“with”, "Pati” comes from the Latin verb “Patior” or “Patiri”, 
meaning “to suffer; to endure” and “Ability” means “capacity” or 
“capable”. The real meaning of “compatibility” is “the capacity to 
suffer with another person.” In the context of marriage,              
compatibility is connected to the vow to love one another through 
sickness and health, for better and worse. It is the bearing of one 
another for the sake of the other.  
Suppose your significant other loves to talk about soccer all the 
time, watches it and is very enthusiastic about it. You, on the     
other hand, cannot stand soccer, and inside you cringe, or have a 
temptation to say something snooty. What do you do? Should you 
bring out those negative things and present them to your partner? 
Or should you keep that to yourself and choose to smile and show 
support and encouragement to your partner for their enthusiasm? 
This is an occasion to show your compatibility; your willingness to 
bear with the other. When you do it out of love, you can endure it 
joyfully, not begrudgingly, and you love the person enough to 
show genuine interest in enduring.  In fact, the test of your own 
character and where you are on the road to sanctity is primarily in 
these moments of having to endure and suffer through that which 
your partner enjoys but you do not. A fundamental, practical    
purpose of marriage in God’s plan for us is to purify our souls 
through these moments where we must bear the other person. 
That is what it means to be “compatible”.   
Too often, good relationships are destroyed (sometimes very  
slowly over time) because one or both behave uncharitably        
toward the other by refusing to share in the other’s interests. An 
abusive level is reached when the one not only does not want to 
endure it, but also seeks to make the other feel bad about what 
they are trying to share; to break their spirit. This kind of behavior 
causes serious damage to relationships and hurts both persons 
simultaneously.   
It would serve us all well to stop thinking of marriage as happy 
only when both persons have common interests and similarities 
that make the feelings of love ever present. Marriage is much 
more about enduring and bearing the other patiently. You must 
ask, “Am I capable of patiently enduring another person when I 
don’t feel like listening to what they want to share, or doing what 
they want to do? Am I capable of allowing another person to grow 
into the person they are meant to be even if it means suffering?"  
You are a compatible person for anyone you choose, because it is 
YOU who has to be ready to love when it is hardest to do so.   
- Adapted from an article by Anthony Buono featured on the   
Catholic News Agency website, published 30/10/2010 - 
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/column/51274/compatibilit
y-a-closer-look 

Silent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Every Thursday from 8pm—9pm.  
Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am.  
All are welcome. 
    
St Monica’s Parish Rosary Group  every Wednesday,     
from 10.00am to 12.00pm in the Parish Centre.            
All are welcome. 
 
Christian Meditation  every Thursday from 6.30pm to 
7.30pm. Participation via zoom is available. Enquiries/
facilitator: Patricia Brown, 0418 406 661 or 
email:pabrown02@gmail.com 
 
CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE ST MONICA'S BRANCH  meets 
on the 4th Monday of the month at 10.30am in the Parish 
Centre. Enquiries : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361 
 
 
St Monica’s Piety Stall  (open alternate weeks)  
Stall is open on Saturday 4.40 - 6.15pm 
                  Sunday 8.40 - 10.15am 
Contact : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361 

 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

Youth Announcements 
 

St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE)  
Youth group continues for another month in the community room, 
starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop by for some games and 
friendly chats   In September we will be looking at Saints, led by 
Charlotte and Brian!    �    
WYD Mid-Autumn Festival Mooncake Fundraiser 
This year the WYD team will be making mooncakes to help raise 
funds for our trip to Lisbon next year! There will be two flavours 
available (sweet potato or red bean) sold in a box of 6 for $20.     
Tickets will be on sale today as well outside the church!                      
Thank you for all your support !  

Remember the Deceased There is an open diary and pens 
next to the Sacred Heart of Jesus statue and you are     
welcome to write down the names of your  deceased loved 
ones or family members on the day of their anniversaries 

and we will pray for them. 

10th/11th September ROSTERS 

 5pm Vigil  9am 6pm 

Readers 

 
 
Extraordinary 

Ministers 
 
Acolytes 

C Meleca 

S Meleca 
 
K Handcock 

M Samson 
 
P Senjak 

C Cheung 

P Fleming 
 
J Cruz 

A Falamich 
 
Ian Goldthorpe 

M Ellis 

O Holsinger 

 

 
 
 
J Hilton 

 

Cleaning  Group 2  - Vera 

Morning Tea Angela & Michael Falamich / Abbey Liu 

Counting Group 1 - Joel Pinto & Jacob Payra 

St Monica’s Art Group  Every Saturday, 6pm—8pm, the Art 
Group will gather at the Parish Centre. Mini workshops are 
available. Please contact Vera (WhatsApp 0402936947) 
for  details. 

St. Monica’s Sacraments 
stmonicasacraments@gmail.com 

  
Sacrament of First Reconciliation    
  

Lesson1 - Saturday, 3rd September at 4.00pm - Parish Center. 

Lesson 2—Saturday, 10th September at 4pm -  Parish Center 

For any question/queries please email me at the above email. 

Shanika Joseph - Sacramental Coordinator 

Tap & Go is now available for donation for ongoing 

Church building maintenance fund. Machine is placed 

near the Statute of Saint Joseph. Envelopes are also 

available on the tables at the entrance to the Church if 

you wish to donate via cash/credit card.  Your donation is greatly 

appreciated. Donation received to date $570.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal for Retired and Sick Priests of our 
Diocese will be collected this weekend of Saturday 3 & Sunday 4 

September. Envelopes on the pews. 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/column/51274/compatibility-a-closer-look
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/column/51274/compatibility-a-closer-look

