
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON        

Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; 

proclaim to the ends of the earth: 

The Lord has freed his people, alleluia. 

 

FIRST READING  
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
Acts 15: 1 - 2.  22 - 29 
Some men came down from Judaea and taught the brothers, 
‘Unless you have yourselves circumcised in the tradition of   
Moses you cannot be saved.’ This led to disagreement, and  
after Paul and Barnabas had had a long argument with these 
men it was arranged that Paul and Barnabas and others of the 
church should go up to Jerusalem and discuss the problem with 
the apostles and elders. 
Then the apostles and elders decided to choose delegates to 
send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; the whole church    
concurred with this. They chose Judas known as Barsabbas and 
Silas, both leading men in the brotherhood, and gave them this 
letter to take with them: 
‘The apostles and elders, your brothers, send greetings to the 
brothers of pagan birth in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. We hear 
that some of our members have disturbed you with their       
demands and have unsettled your minds. They acted without 
any authority from us, and so we have decided unanimously to 
elect delegates and to send them to you with Barnabas and 
Paul, men we highly respect who have dedicated their lives to 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accordingly we are sending 
you Judas and Silas, who will confirm by word of mouth what we 
have written in this letter. It has been decided by the Holy Spirit 
and by ourselves not to saddle you with any burden beyond 
these essentials: you are to abstain from food sacrificed to 
idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from 
fornication. Avoid these, and you will do what is right. Farewell.’ 
This is the word of the Lord 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 66 
 
Response:   O God, let all the nations praise you! 
 
1. O God, be gracious and bless us  

and let your face shed its light upon us. 

So will your ways be known upon earth 

and all nations learn your saving help. (R.) 

 

2. Let the nations be glad and exult  

for you rule the world with justice. 

With fairness you rule the peoples, 

you guide the nations on earth. (R.) 

 

3. Let the peoples praise you, O God;  

let all the peoples praise you. 

May God still give us his blessing 

till the ends of the earth revere him. (R.) 

 

SECOND READING 

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse            

Rev 21: 10 - 14, 22 - 23 
In the spirit, the angel took me to the top of an enormous high 
mountain and showed me Jerusalem, the holy city, coming 
down from God out of heaven. It had all the radiant glory of God 
and glittered like some precious jewel of crystal-clear diamond. 
The walls of it were of a great height, and had twelve gates; at 

each of the twelve gates there was an angel, and over the gates 
were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel; on the 
east there were three gates, on the north three gates, on the 
south three gates, and on the west three gates. The city walls 
stood on twelve foundation stones, each one of which bore the 
name of one of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
I saw that there was no temple in the city since the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb were themselves the temple, and the 
city did not need the sun or the moon for light, since it was lit by 
the radiant glory of God and the Lamb was a lighted torch for it. 
This is the word of the Lord 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
Alleluia, alleluia! 

All who love me will keep my words, 

and my Father will love them and we will come to them. 

Alleluia! 

GOSPEL 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to St John 

Jn 14: 23 - 29 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 

and my Father will love him, and we shall come to him 

and make our home with him. 

Those who do not love me do not keep my words. 

And my word is not my own: 

it is the word of the one who sent me. 

I have said these things to you while still with you; 

but the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, 

will teach you everything 

and remind you of all I have said to you. 

Peace I bequeath to you, my own peace I give you, 

a peace the world cannot give, this is my gift to you. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid. 

You heard me say: I am going away, and shall return. 

If you loved me you would have been glad to know that    

I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 

I have told you this now before it happens, 

so that when it does happen you may believe.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON    
If you love me, keep my commandments, says the Lord, 

and I will ask the Father and he will send you another Paraclete, 

to abide with you for ever, alleluia. 

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 

22nd May 2022 Sixth Sunday of Easter -   Year C 

 



St. Monica’s Catholic Parish 
Cnr Church Street and North Rocks Road, North Parramatta 

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturday Vigil - 5pm; Sunday - 9am, 11.30am (Cantonese/Chinese Mass) and 6pm 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday-Friday - 9.15am           

EXPOSITION:  Every Thursday 8pm—9pm  
Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am,  

RECONCILIATION:  Friday 10-10.30am, Saturday 4-4.40pm, 3rd Sunday of the month 10:15-11am, or on request  

MARRIAGES:  Please contact the Parish Priest at least 12 months prior 

BAPTISMS: Please contact the Parish Office for appointment with the Parish Priest.   Phone: 9630-1951 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/

EUCHARIST AT HOME 

Please contact the Parish Office or Fr Ephraim Lam    Phone: 9630-1951 

PARISH PRIEST/ 

CHINESE CHAPLAIN:    

Fr. Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630 -1951             Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  8 Daking Street, North Parramatta, 2151      Website:  http://www.stmonicanp.org.au 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-2.30pm                   Phone: 9630-1951  Fax: 9630-8738   
                                                                    Email: stmonicanp@bigpond.com  

St. Monica’s School 
School Principal: Lisa Crampton           Phone: 8832 4100      Fax: 8832-4199       Email: stmonicasnparra@parra.catholic.edu.au 

God’s home is where 
the heart is  

Some people have the idea that God is 
awfully remote, dwelling beyond the edge 
of the cosmos. We make contact by    
sending a prayer like a long range rocket, 
hoping it will find its target. 

This is far distant from Our Lord’s teaching 
in today’s Gospel.   

‘If anyone loves me and keeps my word, 
my Father and I will make our home with 
that person.’ It is not in outer space, but in 
inner space that Divine Love will make a 
home. 

What turns a house into a home? It is in 
sitting around a table sharing a meal. So, 
Jesus created a sacred meal for us and 
invites us to share in the Heavenly Bread 
and Spiritual Drink. 

When we do so, we find, in the words of St 
John Paul II, that we ‘digest, as it were, the 
secret of the Resurrection’. We take into 
ourselves the Real Presence of the Risen 
Lord who makes his home with us. 

Coming to Communion, even after a long 
time away, satisfies the yearning of the 
human heart because it is made to be the 
habitation of Divine Love. We could pause 
for a moment to reflect on the gracious fact 
that God chooses to dwell in our hearts. 
Let us respond wholeheartedly. 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

COMMENTARY FEAST DAYS &   
COMMEMORATIONS 

 

May 24, OUR LADY HELP OF 

CHRISTIANS , PATRON SAINT OF 
AUSTRALIA 

May 26, St Philip Neri 

 

 PLEASE REMEMBER TO  
PRAY FOR THOSE   

OF OUR PARISH FAMILY 
WHO ARE SICK.   

ESPECIALLY 
 

Paul Chiu, John  
Rodrigues, Dave & Fan 

Lin Wilson, Francis Lee, 
Jerry A,   Michelle Barnes, 
Levi Bell, Grace Boitano,  
Gesualda Borg, Monica 

Teresa & Fernanda 
Carigliano, Veronica 

Coorey. Margaret      
Dorahy, Heidi Ellich, 
Josie Estera, Philippe 

Kalife, Tim Kelly, Mary 
Korunic, Lillian Leigh, 

Monique Malouf, Maria 
Itang Tagle, Sheila Watts,  

Tina de Larrazabal,  
Rosa Santos, Llave  

Family, Gloria Cherote, 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 S SriPathmanathan 

F Rodrigues 
Deceased in Wehbe, 

Takohi & Hkeik  family 
 

 
“May today there  
be peace within. 
May you trust  

your highest power  
that you are exactly where                                         

you are meant to be. 
May you not forget  

the infinite possibilities  
that are born of faith. 

May you use  
those gifts that you  

have received,  
and pass on the love that  

has been given to you.  
May you be content  

knowing that you  
are a child of God.  

Let this presence settle  
into your bones and  
allow your soul the  

freedom to sing, dance.  
It is there for each  

and every one of you.  
 

Amen”. 
 

 
 
 
 

St. Teresa of Avila 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Jesus the Good Shepherd 
 

Jesus describes Himself as the Good Shepherd in John 10:11-12:            
‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep.  The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the 
sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and 
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it.’ The sheep 
who belong to the good shepherd enter through his gate and into his 
pen. Anyone who tries to bypass the gate by climbing over does not 
belong to this shepherd, in fact, they are regarded as “a thief and a 
robber” (John 10:1). On the other hand, those familiar with the shep-
herd, those who belong to his flock, know him and he knows them. He 
is so familiar as to call them by name and they respond (John 10:3). 
 
The love and intimacy in this metaphor is expanded upon when this 
person says that anyone trying to lure the sheep away will fail. Instead 
of the sheep being lured, they will turn and will flee. They only know 
the shepherd, not any stranger trying to lead them astray (John 10:5). 
Moreover, the shepherd cares so much for his flock that he regards his 
life as equal to theirs. He is willing to lay down his life for them (John 
10:11). On the contrary, those feigning a relationship with the flock, or 
those who care less about their wellbeing will not lay down their lives. 
That’s what makes the relationship between the shepherd and his flock 
so special. 
Throughout this passage of John 10, Jesus, the Good Shepherd is     
trying to make a certain point to the Pharisees. While Jesus does 
attempt to explain, they meet Him with doubt, so much doubt that 
they want to stone Him (John 10:31-33). They figured He was disre-
specting God as opposed to being God Himself, made flesh.  
 
The concept Jesus was trying to illustrate through His metaphor 
was salvation. Throughout the passage of John 10, He contrasts a good 
shepherd with that of a hired hand (John 10:13). The hired hand runs 
when the flock is in trouble because they do not love the flock as Jesus, 
the Good Shepherd, does. And in effect, Jesus is saying literally and 
metaphorically that He is present to save humanity. In His      teaching, 
he refers to the flock being attacked by a “wolf,” which could symbolize 
the Devil or any natural adversity that people face, including people 
themselves (John 10:12). 
 
Though not everyone understood or accepted Jesus in this passage, 
there were those who did believe Him. Some recognized the miracles 
He performed (John 10:21). Others recognized that what John said 
about Jesus was true (John 10:42). This passage draws a comparison 
useful even in modern society. There are those who believed Jesus, 
some after seeing miracles, and others just took Him at His word. And 
there were others who did not believe. The same is true today. While 
we are not able to physically watch Jesus perform miracles, we still 
have the choice of believing His word and joining His flock. From His 
words, given to us by John, we are able to see the loyalty he has for 
those who follow Him. The reason Jesus is referred to as the Good 
Shepherd is because of His ability to teach and guide us. Much as a 
shepherd directs the flock of sheep to graze in the field, through the 
wilderness, back to shelter, Jesus does the same for believers. He    
accomplishes this through His teachings in the Bible, and in His        
presence within our lives as God. A significant point in Jesus’ ministry 
was His desire to save the unrighteous. That’s the role Jesus wants in 
our lives and will take when we allow Him to, through faith. 

-adapted from an article by Aaron Brown  
and published on CrossWalk.com  

St Monica’s Parish Rosary Group  every Wednesday,     

from 10.00am to 12.00pm in the Parish Centre.            

All are welcome. 
 
Christian Meditation  every Thursday, from 6:30 pm to 7:30 

pm  Participation via Zoom is available. Enquiries/

facilitator :  Patricia Brown, 0418 406 661 or email: 

pabrown02@gmail.com. 
 
CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE ST MONICA'S BRANCH  meets 

on the 4th Monday of the month at 10.30am in the Parish 

Centre. Enquiries : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361 
 
St Monica’s Piety Stall  (open alternate weeks)  

Stall is open on Saturday 4.40 - 6.15pm 

                  Sunday 8.40 - 10.15am 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

Youth Announcements 
 
St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE)  
We have resumed face to face youth group! Feel free to join us in the  
community room at 10:30AM! Over the next few months, we will be    
looking at the foundations of our faith/Catholicism, and in May we are 
looking at sacraments, led by Rachel and Hazel! See you there    
Youth Camp: Mission Impossible 2022  
Youth Camp is back on this year (for real this time!) from Tuesday 5th July 
to Friday 8th July in Gerringong. Apologies for all the pushbacks these past 
two years so thank you all for your patience   The theme will still be the 
same and we will be going over some of the challenges we youth might 
face in our modern society today, and how we can best tackle them. Please 
note forms are due by June 5th. Please see Cheryl Wong (0481507169) or 
Rebecca Cheung (0449055395) for any questions/queries. We hope you 
are as keen as the leaders are!!  
Altar Serving  
If you/ your child have received their first Holy Communion and are       
interested in joining altar serving, please contact Rebecca Cheung 
(0449055395)! Training for new servers will begin around August.                
It is a wonderful way to take the next step in deepening your faith and 
commitment to the Church so it is definitely encouraged    

Parramatta Catholic Foundation 
Appeal for our Seminarians   

28th-29th May 2022 
Donation envelopes can be found on the pews and 

church doors from 21st May.  Donations will be col-

lected on 28th & 29th May.  Please kindly support 

our seminarians.  

28th/29th May ROSTERS 

 5pm Vigil  9am 6pm 

Readers 

 
 
Extraordinary 

Ministers 
 
Acolytes 

G. Basha 

K. Handcock 
 
J. Knight 

A. Bentley 
 
Peter Handcock 

M. Falamich 

P. Fleming 
 
B. Hooker 

J. Skulander 
 
Nishan Joseph 

O. Holsinger 

J. Woodbury 

 

 
 
 
Adrian Cheung 

 

Cleaning  Group 1—Chinese Chaplaincy 

Morning Tea Sanchia Pinto & Regina Astorga 

St Monica’s Art Group  Every Saturday, 6pm—8pm,  

the Art Group will gather at the Parish Centre. 

Mini workshops are available. Please contact Vera 

(WhatsApp 0402936947) for  details or take a 

pamphlet at the main entrance of the church. 

St. Monica’s Sacraments 
stmonicasacraments@gmail.com 

  
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 2022   
Lessons 7 :  Saturday 28th May at 2pm (church) 
 
Sacrament of First Holy Communion 2022   
Last day to Register—22nd May after 9am Mass. Candidates must 

be baptized and have received First Reconciliation and in year 4 or 

above. A new lesson format is being introduced with Lessons being 

conducted by the Sacramental Coordinator. Lesson attendance  

and Mass after Lesson is compulsory to be eligible to receive the 

sacrament. Please email Shanika Joseph at the above email     

address for enquires/questions.  

Please bring a Copy of child’s baptism certificate and the             

registration fee of $30/-  is payable via cash/tap and go. 

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 

16TH - 22ND MAY 2022 

THEME: BETTER TOGETHER  
 
St Monica's St Vincent de Paul Society has been 

involved in the aspect for many years.  In order to keep the 

proud record ongoing SVDP is reaching out for NEW members 

in the Volunteer Week to combat the unfortunate events such 

as National Disasters. 
 
On 21st & 22nd May, an information stall at the back of the 

Church will be available after Mass to all who wish to find out 

more about becoming a member of SVDP. 
 
Please stop and say HELLO and see what's on offer. 
 
           Peter, Peter, Jacob and Bill 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/10-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/10-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/10-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/10-11.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/10-11.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/passage/?q=john+10:31-33
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/what-is-salvation-also-why-it-s-needed-and-how-to-get-it.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/10-13.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/10-12.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/10-21.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/10-42.html

