
 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON        
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of            
affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer you, 
and I will lead back your captives from every place. 
 

FIRST READING  

A reading from the Prophet Daniel 

Dn 12: 1 - 3 

‘At that time Michael will stand up, the great prince who 

mounts guard over your people. There is going to be a 

time of great distress, unparalleled since nations first 

came into existence. When that time comes, your own 

people will be spared, all those whose names are found 

written in the Book. Of those who lie sleeping in the dust 

of the earth many will awake, some to everlasting life, 

some to shame and everlasting disgrace. The learned will 

shine as brightly as the vault of heaven, and those who 

have instructed many in virtue, as bright as stars for all 

eternity.’ 

This is the word of the Lord 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 15 
 
Response:  Keep me safe, O God: you are my hope. 

 

1. O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup;  

it is you yourself who are my prize. 

I keep the Lord ever in my sight: 

since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. (R.) 

 

2. And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad;  

even my body shall rest in safety. 

For you will not leave my soul among the dead, 

nor let your beloved know decay. (R.) 

 

3. You will show me the path of life,  

the fullness of joy in your presence, 

at your right hand happiness forever. (R.) 

 

SECOND READING 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
Heb 10 : 11 – 14, 18 
All the priests stand at their duties every day, offering 

over and over again the same sacrifices which are quite 

incapable of taking sins away. Christ, on the other hand, 

has offered one single sacrifice for sins, and then taken 

his place for ever, at the right hand of God, where he is 

now waiting until his enemies are made into a footstool 

for him. By virtue of that one single offering, he has 

achieved the eternal perfection of all whom he is       

sanctifying. When all sins have been forgiven, there can 

be no more sin offerings. 

This is the word of the Lord 

  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
Alleluia, alleluia!  

Be watchful, and pray constantly,  

that you may be worthy to stand before the Son of Man. 

Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to St Mark 

Mk 13: 24 - 32 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after the time 

of distress, the sun will be darkened, the moon will lose 

its brightness, the stars will come falling from heaven 

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And then 

they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with 

great power and glory; then too he will send the angels to 

gather his chosen from the four winds, from the ends of 

the world to the ends of heaven. 

‘Take the fig tree as a parable: as soon as its twigs grow 

supple and its leaves come out, you know that summer is 

near. So with you, when you see these things happening: 

know that he is near, at the very gates. I tell you           

solemnly, before this generation has passed away all 

these things will have taken place. Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

‘But as for that day or hour, nobody knows it, neither the 

angels of heaven, nor the Son; no one but the Father.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON   Ps 72 
To be near God is my happiness, 

to place my hope in God the Lord. 
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The apocalyptic scene depicts the final struggle at the end of time 
and the subsequent resurrection to a life of horror or one of glorifica-
tion. The suffering is probably the final tribulation that will come to 
pass before the appearance of the eschatological reign of God. It was 
considered the ‘birth pangs of the messiah’, the agony that must be 
endured if the reign of God is to be born. The allusion to some kind of 
resurrection from the dead followed by reward and punishment is 
clear. This vision is one of hope and challenge for those who are un-
dergoing great distress. 

The psalm verses speak of covenant relationship with God and the 
confidence that flows from it. The allotted land is the inheritance each 
tribe was given and which was handed down generation after genera-
tion. The cup might be the communal cup passed around, from which 
all drank. This action solidified the union of all who drank from the 
common cup. When this action took place at a cultic meal, those par-
ticipating in the feast were joined not only to each other but to the 
deity as well. God is at the psalmist's right hand, standing as an advo-
cate or a refuge. Such protection is reason for profound rejoicing. 

An understanding of the Jewish practice of sin offering is behind the 
explanation of the unique sacrifice of Christ. The efficacy of this sacri-
fice transcends both spatial and temporal limits. Through his unre-
peatable sacrifice Jesus is able to expiate all transgressions of all 
people of all time. His singular status as priest and inestimable value 
as victim set this sacrifice apart from all others. Jesus is seated at 
God's right hand, the recognised place of highest honour (Psalm 
110). With his sacrifice, Jesus has accomplished what the sacrificial 
system of Israel, despite its preeminence, was unable to accomplish. 

The coming of the Son of Man in the clouds, an allusion to the myste-
rious figure in the Book of Daniel (7:13), heralds the advent of the 
new age. This mysterious figure comes in power and glory, not in fury 
and destruction; he comes to gather the elect, not to scatter them. 
This is the great ingathering of the elect, the time of harvesting, the 
‘day of the Lord’. Jesus points to the fig tree's blossoming in the 
spring as a sign of the advent of the events he has just described. 
Unlike the ripening of the figs, which can be expected at a particular 
time of the year, the exact time of the coming of the new age is 
shrouded in mystery. The lesson to be learned from all of this is: Be 
prepared! At all times, be prepared! Be prepared for the coming tribu-
lation; be prepared for the appearance of the Son of Man. Be pre-
pared! 

       © Dianne Bergant CSA 

COMMENTARY FEAST DAYS &   
COMMEMORATIONS 

 

November 17, St Elizabeth of 

Hungary 

 

 

 

 PLEASE REMEMBER TO  
PRAY FOR THOSE   

OF OUR PARISH FAMILY 
WHO ARE SICK.   

ESPECIALLY 
 

Paul Chiu, John  
Rodrigues, Dave & Fan 

Lin Wilson, Francis Lee, 
Jerry A,   Michelle Barnes, 
Levi Bell, Grace Boitano,  
Gesualda Borg, Monica 

Teresa & Fernanda 
Carigliano, Veronica 

Coorey. Margaret      
Dorahy, Heidi Ellich, 
Josie Estera, Philippe 

Kalife, Tim Kelly, Mary 
Korunic, Lillian Leigh, 

Monique Malouf, Maria 
Itang Tagle, Sheila Watts,  

Tina de Larrazabal,  
Rosa Santos, Llave  

Family, Gloria Cherote, 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
  
 

Prayer to St. Joseph  
 

Hail, Guardian of the  

Redeemer, Spouse of  

the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his 

only Son; in you Mary 

placed her trust; 

with you Christ  

became man. 
 

Blessed Joseph, to us 

too, show yourself  

a father and guide us in 

the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace,  

mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from   

every evil.   
 

Amen. 

 
 

Pope Francis proclaims  

“ Year of St Joseph”  
With the Apostolic Letter “Patris 

Corde” (“With a Father’s Heart”),  

Pope Francis recalls the 150th 

anniversary of the declaration of 

Saint Joseph as Patron of the    

Universal Church. To mark the  

occasion, the Holy Father has 

proclaimed a “Year of Saint Jo-

seph” from, 8 December 2020, to  

8 December 2021.  



 

   
All That We Have 

 
“All that we have and all that we offer 
Comes from a heart both frightened and free. 
Take what we bring now and give what we need. 
All done in His name.” 
- ‘All that we have’, a hymn by Gary Ault 
 
Last week’s First Reading and the Gospel reading both coherently empha-
sise the notion that all that we have comes from God, and no matter how 
much or how little we have, in offering it up to God and giving it up in His 
name, we will never be without. He loves us, provides for us, and watches 
over us tenderly.  How easy it can be however for us to forget this. 
 
Perhaps, you have wondered at some point or another why so many peo-
ple go hungry and thirsty in the world, given that God is meant to provide 
for all our needs. God sees the bigger picture, and the intricacies of His 
plan cannot be fully comprehended by us in our narrow-mindedness. God 
allows our broken world to run its course, but it does not mean he is not 
there beside us the whole way, giving us what we need at the right     
moment in the right way. Often it is only in hindsight that we see the 
goodness of the negative experiences we endured. 
 
In the First World context, where the basic necessities of life like food, 
clean water and shelter are taken for granted and are not of immediate 
concern, God’s message here is still applicable in the spiritual sense – 
offer up our worries to him, for worrying about material possessions, 
money, power and status will be a hindrance to our path to Holiness. As 
Mark (8:36) writes, “For what shall it profit a man, if he gains the whole 
world, and loses his soul”?. Our time on this Earth is a short one; even if 
you live to be 100 years old, in the grand scheme of things your life is but 
a drop in the pool of time. Too often we are caught up in world anxieties 
which do nothing to improve our own lives and the lives of others. And 
so, given that our earthly time is limited, there is truly no time to dwell on 
problems, or engage in arguments or hold grudges even as these         
concerns only serve to affect our own health, and pull us away from God. 
 
“Therefore I tell you, don’t be anxious for your life: what you will eat, or 
what you will drink; nor yet for your body, what you will wear. Isn’t life 
more than food, and the body more than clothing? See the birds of the 
sky, that they don’t sow, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns. 
Your heavenly Father feeds them. Aren’t you of much more value than 
they? Which of you by being anxious, can add one moment to his 
lifespan?” — Matthew 6:25–27 
This passage taken from the Gospel of Matthew truly conveys the need 
for all us to have a little more faith in God. Even the birds he says, are 
cared for – how much more are we loved by God :) 
He knows what He’s doing, He has a plan and He’s asking you to give 
what you can and He will work with it. How awesome is that! That is why 
we should not be afraid to give Him all that we have; it was never ours to 
begin with anyway. 

                                  - Abby 

 

 

 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

Youth Announcements 
 
St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE)  
We have resumed face to face youth group! Feel free to join us in the 
community room at 10:30AM where we will be looking at the Book 

of Revelations   
 
Youth Camp January 2022- Mission Impossible  
For those who were disheartened by our cancellation of youth camp 

this year (☹), we have managed to reschedule it to next year Tues-
day 18th January- Friday 21st January 2022! Hope to you all there! 
Please see Cheryl Wong (0481507169) or Rebecca Cheung 
(0449055395) for forms and/or questions. Also note forms need to 
be returned by Tuesday 28th December 2021 

Collections toward Parish Toilets  

& Kitchenette renovation:   

We have received a total of $ 24,527 in           

donations to date and renovations are    

taking place currently. To reach our target    

of $70,000 your continued support during these troubled 

times is most appreciated.  Donations can be handed into 

Church or the Parish Office. Thank you. 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe you are present in the  
most  Blessed Sacrament.  

I love you above all things and I desire to 
 receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there, and 
unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.  
Amen. 

Sunday Mass is live streamed!  
Please add Fr Lam (Shing-man Lam) on  
Facebook as a friend to watch the Live 
stream. Saturday (English) 5pm &  
Sunday (Cantonese) 11.30am 

NOTICE FROM THE PARISH OFFICE  
Our Office will remain closed until the 1st of December 
and if you need to contact us for any emergency, you 
can call on 02 9630 1951 and leave a short message or 
email us at stmonicanp@bigpond.com and we will get 
back to you as soon as possible.  Thank you. 

   
  Silent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

  Every Thursday from 8pm—9pm. 
  Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am, 

  All are welcome. 

20th/21st November ROSTERS 

 5pm Vigil 9am 6pm 

Readers 

 
 
Acolytes 

C. Maxwell 

K. Handcock 
 
Patrick Senjak 

S. Joseph 

B. McGettigan 
 
Rashane Joseph 

D. Llevado 

M. Ellis 
 
John Hilton 

 

Cleaning Group 2 
Vera 

  

MINI FETE 12 Dec 2021 

St. Monica’s Parish and the Chinese Chaplaincy will host a 
mini fete on 12th December 2021 (Sunday) during the 
morning. We have handmade cookies, finger food, clothes, 
handmade cards, artificial jewellery and plants available for 
purchase. The money raised will support the recent 
renovations at the parish. If you have gifts donating to us for 
sale at the mini fete, please contact the Chinese Chaplaincy 
using its hotline 0411 192 278. Your generous support will be 
much appreciated. 


