
  
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON        

Glorious things are spoken of you, O Mary, 

who today were exalted above the choirs of Angels 

into eternal triumph with Christ. 
 

FIRST READING  

A reading from the first book of Chronicles 

1 Chr 15: 3 - 4. 15 –16; 16: 1 - 2 

David gathered all Israel together in Jerusalem to bring 

the ark of God up to the place he had prepared for it.  

David called together the sons of Aaron and the sons of 

Levi, and the Levites carried the ark of God with the 

shafts on their shoulders, as Moses had ordered in     

accordance with the word of the Lord. 

David then told the heads of the Levites to assign duties 

for their kinsmen as cantors, with their various             

instruments of music, harps and lyres and cymbals, to 

play joyful tunes.  

They brought the ark of God in and put it inside the tent 

that David had pitched for it; and they offered holocausts 

before God, and communion sacrifices. And when David 

had finished offering holocausts and communion         

sacrifices, he blessed the people in the name of the Lord. 

This is the word of the Lord 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 131: 6 -7. 9 -10. 13 - 14 
 
Response:  Lord, go up to the place of your rest,  

you and the ark of your holiness. 
 

1. At Ephrata we heard of the ark;  

we found it in the plains of Yearim. 

‘Let us go to the place of his dwelling; 

let us go to kneel at his footstool.’ (R.) 
 
2. Your priests shall be clothed with holiness:  

your faithful shall ring out their joy. 

For the sake of David your servant 

do not reject your anointed. (R.) 
 
3. For the Lord has chosen Zion;  

he has desired it for his dwelling: 

‘This is my resting-place for ever, 

here have I chosen to live.’ (R.) 
 

SECOND READING 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the  

Corinthians   1 Cor 15 : 54 - 57 

When this perishable nature has put on imperishability, 

and when this mortal nature has put on immortality, then 

the words of scripture will come true: Death is swallowed 

up in victory. Death, where is your victory? Death, where 

is your sting? Now the sting of death is sin, and sin gets 

its power from the Law. So let us thank God for giving us 

the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This is the word of the Lord 

  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are they who hear the word of God and keep it. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 
GOSPEL 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

LK 11: 27 - 28 

As Jesus was speaking, a woman in the crowd raised her 

voice and said, ‘Happy the womb that bore you and the 

breasts you sucked!’ But he replied, ‘Still happier those 

who hear the word of God and keep it!’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON   Lk 11: 27 

Blessed is the womb of the Virgin Mary, 

which bore the Son of the eternal Father. 

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 

14th  August 2021 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Vigil) 

 



  
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON       Rev 12: 1 
A great sign appeared in heaven: 
a woman clothed with the sun,  
and the moon beneath her feet, 
and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 
 

FIRST READING  

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 

Rev 11: 19, 12: 1 - 6, 10 
The sanctuary of God in heaven opened, and the ark of the 
covenant could be seen inside it.  
Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman, adorned 
with the sun, standing on the moon, and with the twelve 
stars on her head for a crown. She was pregnant, and in 
labour, crying aloud in the pangs of childbirth. Then a sec-
ond sign appeared in the sky, a huge red dragon which had 
seven heads and ten horns, and each of the seven heads 
crowned with a coronet. Its tail dragged a third of the stars 
from the sky and dropped them to the earth, and the drag-
on stopped in front of the woman as she was having the 
child, so that he could eat it as soon as it was born from its 
mother. The woman brought a male child into the world, the 
son who was to rule all the nations with an iron sceptre, and 
the child was taken straight up to God and to his throne, 
while the woman escaped into the desert, where God had 
made a place of safety ready. Then I heard a voice shout 
from heaven, ‘Victory and power and empire for ever have 
been won by our God, and all authority for his Christ.’ 
This is the word of the Lord 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 44: 10 - 12, 16 
 
Response:  The queen stands at your right hand,  

arrayed in gold. 
 

1. The daughters of kings are among your loved ones.
 On your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir. 

Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words: 
forget your own people and your father’s house. (R.) 

 
2. So will the king desire your beauty:  

He is your lord, pay homage to him. 
They are escorted amid gladness and joy; 
they pass within the palace of the king. (R.) 
 

SECOND READING 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians    

1 Cor 15 : 20 - 26 
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all 
who have fallen asleep. Death came through one man and 
in the same way the resurrection of the dead has come 
through one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all men 
will be brought to life in Christ; but all of them in their proper 
order; Christ as the first-fruits and then, after the coming of 
Christ, those who belong to him. After that will come the 
end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, 
having done away with every sovereignty, authority and pow-
er. For he must be king until he has put all his enemies un-
der his feet and the last of the enemies to be destroyed is 
death, for everything is to be put under his feet. 
This is the word of the Lord 

  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Mary is taken up to heaven,  
and the angels of God shout for joy. 
Alleluia! 

GOSPEL 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

LK 1: 39 - 56 
Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in 
the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house 
and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, 
‘Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit 
from the mother of my Lord? For the moment your greeting 
reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, 
blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by 
the Lord would be fulfilled.’ 
And Mary said: 

‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord  
and my spirit exults in God my saviour; 
because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid. 
Yes, from this day forward all generations  
will call me blessed, for the Almighty has done great 
things for me. Holy is his name, and his mercy reaches 
from age to age for those who fear him. 
He has shown the power of his arm, he has routed the 
proud of heart. 
He has pulled down princes from their thrones  
and exalted the lowly. 
The hungry he has filled with good things,  
the rich sent empty away. 
He has come to the help of Israel his servant,  
mindful of his mercy 
– according to the promise he made to our ancestors – 
of his mercy to Abraham and to his  
descendants for ever.’ 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then 
went back home. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON   Lk 1: 48 - 49 
All generations will call me blessed, 
for he who is mighty has done great things for me. 

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 

15th  August 2021 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 



St. Monica’s Catholic Parish 
Cnr Church Street and North Rocks Road, North Parramatta 

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturday Vigil - 5pm; Sunday - 9am, 11.30am (Cantonese/Chinese Mass) and 6pm 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday-Friday - 9.15am           

EXPOSITION:  Every Thursday 8pm—9pm  
Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am,  

RECONCILIATION:  Friday 10-10.30am, Saturday 4-4.40pm, 3rd Sunday of the month 10:15-11am, or on request  

MARRIAGES:  Please contact the Parish Priest at least 12 months prior 

BAPTISMS: Please contact the Parish Office for appointment with the Parish Priest.   Phone: 9630-1951 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/

EUCHARIST AT HOME 

Please contact the Parish Office or Fr Ephraim Lam    Phone: 9630-1951 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR/ 

CHINESE CHAPLAIN:    

Fr. Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630 -1951             Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  8 Daking Street, North Parramatta, 2151      Website:  http://www.stmonicanp.org.au 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-2.30pm                   Phone: 9630-1951  Fax: 9630-8738   
                                                                    Email: stmonicanp@bigpond.com  

St. Monica’s School 
School Principal: Lisa Crampton           Phone: 8832 4100      Fax: 8832-4199       Email: stmonicasnparra@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Several mythological themes lie behind the apocalyptic vision that    

unfolds before us in the first reading. The basic one is the primordial 

cosmic battle in which a young warrior god defeats the evil sea monster. 

The second tale  recounts an attempt to usurp the privileged position of 

an unborn prince, a plan that is thwarted by attendants who carry the 

baby to safety. Weaving these two stories together, the reading tells of a 

pregnant woman and the cosmic dragon. While it awaits the birth of the 

child, the dragon engages in cosmic battle, and is relatively successful. 

However, complete victory is not yet in sight. In fact, ultimate victory will 

belong to God’s Anointed One who establishes the kingdom of God. 
 
In this royal psalm, all attention is given to the queen who is arrayed in 

gold at the right hand of the king. The psalmist exhorts her to: Hear and 

see!   Listen to my words and realise their value! There is surely a sexual  

connotation to the reference to the king’s desire for her beauty.           

The final verse alludes to the wedding procession that was part of most 

marriages. Usually the bride and her attendants walked in procession to 

the home of the groom.  The high station of this wedding couple is seen 

in the fact that the wedding entourage is carried into the palace,       

probably on exquisitely decorated litters. Once the bride arrived, the 

feasting would commence. 
 
The reading from Paul carries us first back through time to the           

primordial period of beginnings, and then forward to the end of time and 

the eschatological age of fulfilment. Christ is identified as the first fruits 

of those who have died. Paul is referring to human solidarity in Adam 

when he declares that one man sinned and brought death into the 

world. Analogously, joined in faith, all believers participate in the        

resurrected life of Christ. The events that Paul describes transcend time. 

Paul believes that there is an  interval between the parousia and the 

final end when Christ will hand over  everything to God. During this time 

all of Christ’s enemies will be vanquished.  
 
The gospel reading falls naturally into two parts: the account of Mary’s 

visit to Elizabeth (vv.39-45); and Mary’s prayer of praise (vv. 46-56). The 

response of the child in Elizabeth's womb is reminiscent of the joy that 

filled David as he leapt before the ark of the covenant, the symbol of 

God in the midst of the people (see 2 Sm 6:14-15). Filled with the Holy 

Spirit, Elizabeth proclaims her faith in the child that Mary is carrying. 

Mary’s hymn of praise has strong    parallels in the victory hymns of  

Miriam (Ex 15:1-180, Hannah (1 Sm 2:1-10), and Judith (Jdt 16:1-17). 

This hymn suggests that the marvels accomplished in Mary are a final 

example of God's mercy. The salvation of the people has finally come. 
 
      © Dianne Bergant CSA 

COMMENTARY FEAST DAYS &   
COMMEMORATIONS 

 

August 20, St Bernard 

August 21, St Pius X 

 

 PLEASE REMEMBER TO  

PRAY FOR THOSE   
OF OUR PARISH FAMILY 

WHO ARE SICK.   
ESPECIALLY 

 
Paul Chiu, John  

Rodrigues, Dave & Fan 
Lin Wilson, Francis Lee, 
Jerry A,   Michelle Barnes, 
Levi Bell, Grace Boitano,  
Gesualda Borg, Monica 

Teresa & Fernanda 
Carigliano, Veronica 

Coorey. Margaret      
Dorahy, Heidi Ellich, 
Josie Estera, Philippe 

Kalife, Tim Kelly, Mary 
Korunic, Lillian Leigh, 

Monique Malouf, Maria 
Itang Tagle, Sheila Watts,  

Tina de Larrazabal,  
Rosa Santos, Llave  

Family, Gloria Cherote, 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
  
 

Act of Consecration of 
the Parish to the  

Immaculate  
Heart of Mary 

  
Immaculate Virgin Mary,  
Our Lady Help of Christians,  
Mother of the Church,  
we consecrate our Parish to your  
Immaculate Heart. 
  
To you we entrust our country,  
our families, our hearts,  
our souls and all that we have. 
  
We make this consecration in the same 
spirit in which the Pope, in union with 
the bishops of the world, consecrated 
the world to your Immaculate Heart, 
this recognising your role as Queen of 
Peace and Mother of the Church. 
  
Obtain for us through your intercession, 
God’s grace and protection for our  
Parish. 
  
In order that this consecration of our 
Parish may be truly effective and 
lasting, we renew today the promises 
of our Baptism and Confirmation; and 
we undertake to live as good Christians 
– faithful to God, the Church and Holy 
Father.  We desire to pray the Rosary, 
partake in the Holy Eucharist and work 
for the conversion of sinners. 
  
Furthermore, we promise, O most holy 
Virgin, that we will spread devotion to 
you, so that through our consecration 
to your Immaculate Heart and through 
your own intercession the coming of 
the Kingdom of Christ in the world may 
be hastened. 
  
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus,  
have mercy on us. 
Immaculate Heart of Mary,  
pray for us. 
Our Lady Help of Christians,  
Patroness of Australia, pray for us. 
Amen. 



 

    
Preaching 

Proclaiming Christ is the distinguishing mark of true Christian preach-
ing. It sets our preaching apart from what might be heard in a syna-
gogue, or a mosque, and it distinguishes preaching from lectures that 
might be heard in a seminary. Such settings may accurately explain por-
tions of Scripture, giving hearers knowledge of its contents, but preach-
ing is an event in which God meets with people – revealing his glory, 
calling us to himself, and forming faith in His Son. Proclaiming Christ 
is more than finding a way to mention Jesus in a sermon. Christian 
preaching does not merely reference Christ; it offers him. It presses all 
that Christ is, all that he has done, and all that he will do into the minds, 
hearts, wills, and consciences of our hearers. Jesus repeatedly claimed 
that he is the central focus of all Scripture. In proclaiming Christ we 
recognize that the whole Bible is ultimately about Jesus, showing who 
he is, why we need him and how he fulfills God’s plan to redeem the 
world. Faithful preaching recognizes that lifting up Christ is God’s pur-
pose from every part of Scripture and while it begins with the human 
author’s meaning and intent, it cannot disregard the divine au-

thor’s meaning and intent, which goes beyond what the human authors 
understood when they wrote (1Pet. 1:10-12). Preaching that is faithful to 
the Bible will always point to Christ. The Word is to be preached with 
clarity so that people can understand. And it is to be preached to people 
directly so that they may be compelled to respond to the Word of God 
with faith and obedience. Practically speaking, a few key questions with 
regards to each element might guide a preacher as he/she seeks to pre-
pare a faithful sermon. 
 
• Biblical: What does the text say? Where does the theme come from 

or lead to in the Bible’s storyline? 

• Theological: Where does the text fit? Within which category of 

systematic theology does the main message of this passage belong? 

• Clear: How can I say this well? How can I structure, illustrate, and 

communicate this truth best to these people? 

• Compelling: How has this passage spoken to me, and how does it 

speak to them? 
 
The final point deserves emphasis. A preacher who submits him/herself 
to a passage of Scripture will find that certain elements of the text press 
themselves into his own heart, mind, and conscience. Some of these 
may be primarily for the preacher him/herself but, by God’s design, 
what a preacher finds most compelling in any text of Scripture will be 
used by God to compel others when he/she preaches. The preacher gath-
ers up what God has deposited in his/her own soul as he/she has submit-
ted his/her own life to the Word of God and so he/she speaks from the 
heart to the people before her/him. And that which is from the 
heart speaks to the heart. True preaching will make eternal things real 
and fresh to people so that they glow with an urgent, present tense reali-
ty. And it will be marked by with expectancy because God’s Word is 
living, active, effective and life changing. Such preaching is God’s or-
dained means to open eyes, unstop ears, renew minds, enliven hearts, 
and redirect wills. It is a mediated encounter with God himself. 
 
        - Rachel                                                                                       

(Adapted from Gospel coalition essay ‘Preaching’ by Colin Smith) 

 
 
 

 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

Youth Announcements 
 

St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE) 

Online youth group continues! In August we are looking at the book of Ro-
mans, led by Rashane and Sam! Join us every Saturday night at 8PM on 
Zoom- feel free to come along   The zoom link is attached-  https://uni-
sydney.zoom.us/j/5735998128?
pwd=bm1XMnJtT0hnNW9GQ09xc1EzQkpHUT09 

We will keep you updated on whether online youth group continues on our 
Instagram page @fyrestymonicas! Hope everyone is doing well during this 
time- stay safe and if you ever just want to chat, our Instagram 
@fyrestmonicas DMs are always open!  

St. Monica’s Sacraments 
stmonicasacraments@gmail.com 

  
First Reconciliation 2021   
Registrations are open for children who 

have received the sacrament of Baptism 

and are in year 3 or above. Please send an email to 

Shanika Joseph at  stmonicasacraments@gmail.com for 

details and a copy of the registration form.  

Please register by the 23rd of August to facilitate        

preparation of lesson material and delivery of same via 

post to families in time for Parent Meeting with Father 

Lam via Zoom. 

Collections toward Parish Toilets & Kitchenette renovation:   

We have received a total of $8787 in           

donations to date.  To reach our target of 

$70,000 your continued support during 

these troubled times is most appreciated.  

Donations can be handed into Church or the 

Parish Office once the lockdown is lifted.              

All parish Masses and activities are cancelled due to 

lockdown.  Please go to our parish Facebook :               

St Monica’s North Parramatta for the most  

up-to-date announcements. 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe you are present in the  

most  Blessed Sacrament.  
 

I love you above all things and I desire to 

 receive You into my soul.  
 

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart.  
 

I embrace You as if You were already there, 

and unite myself wholly to You.  
 

Never permit me to be separated from You.  
 

Amen. 

NOTICE FROM THE PARISH OFFICE  
Our Office is closed during lockdown and if you need  
to contact us for any emergency, you can call on         
02 9630 1951 and leave a short message or email  
us at stmonicanp@bigpond.com and we will get back 
to you as soon as possible.                         Thank you. 

Feast  Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Mass Living streaming timetable  
 
Saturday, 14th August   Vigil Mass     5.00 pm   English 

           6.30 pm   Cantonese 

Sunday, 15th August        9.00 am   English 

         11.30 am   Cantonese 


