
  
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; 

proclaim to the ends of the earth: 

The Lord has freed his people, alleluia. 

 

FIRST READING  

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles             

Acts 10 : 25 - 26. 34 - 35. 44 - 48 

As Peter reached the house Cornelius went out to 

meet him, knelt at his feet and prostrated himself.   

But Peter helped him up. ‘Stand up,’ he said, ‘I am   

only a man after all!’ 

Then Peter addressed them: ‘The truth I have now 

come to realise’ he said, ‘is that God does not have 

favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who 

fears God and does what is right is acceptable to him.’ 

While Peter was still speaking the Holy Spirit came 

down on all the listeners. Jewish believers who had                

accompanied Peter were all astonished that the gift of 

the Holy Spirit should be poured out on the pagans 

too, since they could hear them speaking strange    

languages and proclaiming the greatness of God.    

Peter himself then said, ‘Could anyone refuse the    

water of baptism to these people, now they have     

received the Holy Spirit just as much as we have?’    

He then gave orders for them to be baptised in the 

name of Jesus Christ. Afterwards they begged him to 

stay on for some days. 

This is the word of the Lord 
 
  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Response:   The Lord has revealed to the nations     

his saving power.  
 
1. Sing a new song to the Lord  

for he has worked wonders. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

have brought salvation. (R.) 
 

2. The Lord has made known his salvation;  

has shown his justice to the nations. 

He has remembered his truth and love 

for the house of Israel. (R.) 
 

3. All the ends of the earth have seen  

the salvation of our God. 

Shout to the Lord all the earth, 

ring out your joy. (R.) 

 

 

 

SECOND READING 

A reading from the first letter of St John   1 Jn 4: 7 - 10 

My dear people, let us love one another since love 

comes from God and everyone who loves is begotten 

by God and knows God. 

Anyone who fails to love can never have known God, 

because God is love. God’s love for us was revealed 

when God sent into the world his only Son so that we 

could have life through him; this is the love I mean: not 

our love for God, but God’s love for us when he sent 

his Son to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away. 

This is the word of the Lord 

  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

All who love me will keep my words, 

and my Father will love them and we 

will come to them. 

Alleluia! 

 
 
GOSPEL 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

Jn 15: 9 - 17 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you. 

Remain in my love. If you keep my commandments  

you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my     

Father's commandments and remain in his love. 

I have told you this so that my own joy may be in you 

and your joy be complete. 

This is my commandment: 

love one another, as I have loved you. A man can have 

no greater love than to lay down his life for his friends. 

You are my friends, if you do what I command you, 

I shall not call you servants any more, because a   

servant does not know his master’s business; 

I call you friends, because I have made known to you 

everything I have learnt from my Father. 

You did not choose me, no, I chose you; 

and I commissioned you to go out and to bear fruit, 

fruit that will last; and then the Father will give you 

anything you ask him in my name. 

What I command you is to love one another.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

If you love me, keep my commandments, says the 

Lord, and I will ask the Father and he will send you  

another Paraclete, to abide with you for ever, alleluia. 

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 

09th May 2021 Sixth Sunday of Easter  -                     Year B 

 



St. Monica’s Catholic Parish 
Cnr Church Street and North Rocks Road, North Parramatta 

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturday Vigil - 5pm; Sunday - 9am, 11.30am (Cantonese/Chinese Mass) and 6pm 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday-Friday - 9.15am           

EXPOSITION:  Every Thursday 8pm—9pm  
Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am,  

RECONCILIATION:  Friday 10-10.30am, Saturday 4-4.40pm, 3rd Sunday of the month 10:15-11am, or on request  

MARRIAGES:  Please contact the Parish Priest at least 12 months prior 

BAPTISMS: Please contact the Parish Office for appointment with the Parish Priest.   Phone: 9630-1951 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/

EUCHARIST AT HOME 

Please contact the Parish Office or Fr Ephraim Lam    Phone: 9630-1951 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR/ 

CHINESE CHAPLAIN:    

Fr. Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630 -1951             Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  8 Daking Street, North Parramatta, 2151      Website:  http://www.stmonicanp.org.au 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-2.30pm                   Phone: 9630-1951  Fax: 9630-8738   
                                                                    Email: stmonicanp@bigpond.com  

St. Monica’s School 
School Principal: Lisa Crampton           Phone: 8832 4100      Fax: 8832-4199       Email: stmonicasnparra@parra.catholic.edu.au 

FEAST DAYS &   
COMMEMORATIONS 

 

May 14, ST MATTHAIS, APOSTLE 
May 16, THE ASCESION OF THE LORD 

 

 PLEASE REMEMBER TO  PRAY FOR 
THOSE OF OUR PARISH FAMILY WHO 

ARE SICK.  
ESPECIALLY 

 
Paul Chiu, John Rodrigues,  
Dave & Fan Lin Wilson,  

Francis Lee, Jerry A,       
Michelle Barnes,  

Levi Bell, Grace Boitano,  
Gesualda Borg, Monica Teresa  

& Fernanda Carigliano,  
Veronica Coorey. 

Margaret Dorahy, Heidi Ellich,  
 Josie Estera, Philippe Kalife,  
Tim Kelly, Mary Korunic,  

Lillian Leigh, Monique Malouf,   
Tina de Larrazabal,  Rosa Santos,  

Maria Itang Tagle,   
Llave Family,  Sheila Watts,  

Gloria Cherote, 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Gertie D’Souza 
Gabrielle Wehbe 

Hasna Takchi 
Mouris Takchi 
Hinid Wehbe 

Joseph Sajih Wehbe 
Elias Hkeik 

 

Cornelius, Catholics and Love 

A pagan Roman officer was so evidently 
graced by the Holy Spirit that St Peter       
realised that the followers of Jesus Christ 
need not be constrained within the confines of 
Judaism. This incident, together with St 
Paul’s mission, has helped Christianity 
spread to every tribe and nation on the face 
of the earth. 

‘Catholic’ simply means ‘world wide’, and the 
Church’s universal mission is to preach the 
truth of Christ’s victory over death and the 
true meaning of love: ‘No greater love can a 
man have than to lay down his life for his 
friend.’ 

In our experience, this is best exemplified in 
the desire of a mother or father to substitute 
themselves for a dying infant or child.        
Our Lord practised what he preached with 
incredible intensity. He substituted himself for 
the whole of humanity dying because of a 
broken relationship with its Creator. He did so 
on behalf of us whom he calls friends, those 
with whom he wishes to share his victory over 
death. 

This is the message entrusted to the       
members of the one, holy, catholic and     
apostolic church to be spread to the people of 
every tribe and nation. 

We could take a moment to pray that we   
better express our undying gratitude for our 
status as friends of the Risen Lord, and better 
do our part as missionary disciples spreading 
the news of his great love embracing the 
whole of humanity. 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

REFLECTION 
A prayer for Mothers 

By Heidi Busse 
 

All-loving God, 
we give you thanks and praise 

for mothers young and old. 
 

We pray for young mothers, 
who give life and count toes 
and tend to our every need; 

may they be blessed  
with patience and tenderness 

to care for their families  
and themselves with great joy. 

 
We pray for our own mothers 

who have nurtured and cared for us; 
may they continue to guide 
in strong and gentle ways. 

 
We remember mothers who are  
separated from their children  

because of war, poverty or conflict; 
may they feel the loving embrace of 
our God who wipes every tear away. 

 
We pray for women  
who are not mothers 

but still love and shape us 
with motherly care and compassion. 

 
We remember mothers,  

grandmothers & great grandmothers  
who are no longer with us 

but who live forever in our memory 
and nourish us with their love. 

 
Amen 



 

   
 

Beatification of José Gregorio Hernández 
 
Last week on Friday, 30th April 2021, the Catholic Church 
beautified a Venezuelan doctor, bringing him one step closer 
to sainthood. 
 
José Gregorio Hernández (1864-1919) was a renowned    
bacteriologist who was born in Trujillo, Venezuela and   
studied in Paris, Berlin, Madrid and New York. He was 
known not only for his extensive scientific knowledge, but 
also for following his religious vocation of being a ‘doctor 
of the poor’ as he is called in his home country. Hernández 
treated many patients for free and would often help with 
buying medicine for patients who could not  afford to.       
He also attended to many patients during the Spanish flu 
pandemic in the early 20th Century. 
 
His beatification comes after the Church acknowledged his 
intervention in saving the life of a young girl who had been 
shot in the head during an attempted robbery in 2017. Her 
mother, according to Church records, prayed to Hernández 
to save her despite doctors doubting her chance of survival, 
warning that even if she did survive, she would be            
permanently disabled. As it happened, the girl, who was 10 
at the time of the accident, made a full recovery and was 
even able to walk just weeks after her discharge from the 
hospital. Both mother and daughter were present at         
Hernández’s beatification ceremony on Friday. 
 
In a video released a day before the beatification, Pope   
Francis shared that he hoped this beatification would   foster 
a sense of solidarity in Venezuela, a country which has long 
been divided by political and economic conflicts, and is at 
present struggling to contain the spread of COVID-19. Pope 
Francis also said “[Hernández] is a model of holiness     
committed to the defence of life, to the challenges of history 
and, in particular, as a paradigm of service to others, like a 
Good Samaritan, excluding no one."   
 
A second miracle must take place after the beatification for 
Hernández that is recognised by the Church for him to be 
officially acknowledged as a saint, but in the eyes of many 
Venezuelans he is a saint already.            
                                           - Abby 

St. Monica is on Facebook!  Please join and get updates of 

the Parish during this current period.  

Please like our page : St Monica’s North Parramatta 
  
Christian Meditation  Every Friday from 7:00 pm to 8:00 

pm.  Enquiries/facilitator :  Patricia Brown, 0418 406 661 

or email: pabrown02@gmail.com. 
 
St Monica’s Parish Rosary Group  Every Wednesday from 

10.00am to 12.00pm in the  Parish Centre.                        

All are welcome. 
 
CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE ST MONICA'S BRANCH  meets 

on the 4th Monday of the month at 10.30am in the meeting 

room. Enquiries : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361 

 

 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

Youth Announcements 
 
St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE) 
Face to face/ in person youth group has resumed at 10:30AM in the 

community room! Feel free to come along   Our sessions will 
continue to focus on books of the Bible from both Old and New 
Testaments- in May we will be looking at the book of Job/
Ecclesiastes! Note you will need to sign in with QR code/ write 
your name down in compliance with the COVID rules. Also follow 
us on Instagram @fyrestmonicas to keep track of the latest FYRE 
news and events!  
 
Youth Camp 2021: Mission Impossible 
We are happy to announce that our most anticipated event of the 
year- Youth Camp- will be back on again in June! It will be during 
the Term 2 holidays from the 29th June (Tuesday)- 2nd July (Friday) 
at Wedderburn Christian Campsite. If you are interested in coming, 
please grab a form from Cheryl Wong (0481 507 169) or Rebecca 
Cheung (0449 055 395). Get excited : D  

15th/16th May ROSTERS 

 5pm Vigil 9am 6pm 

Readers 

 
 
Acolytes 

K. Handcock 

G. Basha 
 
Peter Handcock 

C. Cheung 

M. Falamich 
 
Ian Goldthorpe 

R. Wong-Nasara 

D. Cruz 
 
John Hilton 

 

Cleaning Group 2 —  

Vera  

  

New COVID –19 

guidelines for the 

Church effective from 

7th May 2021  

Face Masks are 

mandatory and  

                    no singing.  
 
This applies also to the Parish Hall,   

Parish Centre &, Community Room.  
 
Please write down your name and 

contact number on the sheets   

provided or scan the QR Code 

which are placed at all entrances.  

St. Monica’s Sacraments 
stmonicasacraments@gmail.com 

    
Confirmation  2021  -  
 
22nd of May (Saturday) at 2.00 pm -   

 Reconciliation and Rehearsal, for the candidates (ONLY) 

who will be receiving the Sacrament Confirmation 

(Compulsory attendance for all candidates) 

 

29th May (Saturday) at 5 pm  - Confirmation Mass  

 

  Silent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

  Every Thursday from 8pm—9pm. 

  All are welcome. 


