
  
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; 

by the word of the Lord the heavens were made,      

alleluia. 

 

FIRST READING  

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles             

Acts 4 : 8 – 12 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter said: ‘Rulers of the 

people, and elders! If you are questioning us today 

about an act of kindness to a cripple, and asking us 

how he was healed, then I am glad to tell you all, and 

would indeed be glad to tell the whole people of Israel, 

that it was by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, 

the one you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, 

by this name and by no other that this man is able to 

stand up perfectly healthy, here in your presence, to-

day. This is the stone rejected by you the builders, but 

which has proved to be the keystone. For of all the 

names in the world given to men, this is the only one 

by which we can be saved.’ 

This is the word of the Lord 

 
  
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Response:   The stone rejected by the builders             

   has become the cornerstone.  

 

1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,  

for his love has no end. 

It is better to take refuge in the Lord 

than to trust in men: 

it is better to take refuge in the Lord 

than to trust in princes. (R.) 

 

2. I will thank you for you have given answer  

and you are my saviour. 

The stone which the builders rejected 

has become the corner stone. 

This is the work of the Lord, 

a marvel in our eyes. (R.) 

 

3. Blessed in the name of the Lord  

is he who comes. 

We bless you from the house of the Lord; 

I will thank you for you have given answer 

and you are my saviour. 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good; 

for his love has no end. (R.) 
 

 

 
 
SECOND READING 

A reading from the first letter of St John     1 Jn 3: 1 - 2 

Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, 

by letting us be called God’s children; and that is what 

we are. Because the world refused to acknowledge 

him, therefore it does not acknowledge us. My dear 

people, we are already the children of God but what 

we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed; 

all we know is, that when it is revealed we shall be like 

him because we shall see him as he really is. 

This is the word of the Lord 

  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 

I know my sheep, and mine know me. 

Alleluia! 

 
 
GOSPEL 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

Jn 10: 11 - 18 

Jesus said: 

‘I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd is one 

who lays down his life for his sheep. 

The hired man, since he is not the shepherd and the 

sheep do not belong to him, abandons the sheep and 

runs away as soon as he sees a wolf coming, and then 

the wolf attacks and scatters the sheep; this is        

because he is only a hired man and has no concern for 

the sheep. 

I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own 

know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the 

Father; and I lay down my life for my sheep. 

And there are other sheep I have that are not of this 

fold, and these I have to lead as well. They too will     

listen to my voice, and there will be only one flock and 

one shepherd. 

The Father loves me, because I lay down my life 

in order to take it up again. 

No one takes it from me; I lay it down of my own free 

will, and as it is in my power to lay it down, so it is in 

my  power to take it up again; and this is the command 

I have been given by my Father.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

The Good Shepherd has risen, 

who laid down his life for his sheep 

and willingly died for his flock, alleluia. 

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 

25th April 2021 Fourth Sunday of Easter  -           Anzac Day   -                Year B 

 



St. Monica’s Catholic Parish 
Cnr Church Street and North Rocks Road, North Parramatta 

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturday Vigil - 5pm; Sunday - 9am, 11.30am (Cantonese/Chinese Mass) and 6pm 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday-Friday - 9.15am           

EXPOSITION:  Every Thursday 8pm—9pm  
Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am,  

RECONCILIATION:  Friday 10-10.30 am, Saturday 4-4.40pm, 3rd Sunday of the month 10.15-11am, or on request 

MARRIAGES:  Please contact the Parish Priest at least 12 months prior 

BAPTISMS: Please contact the Parish Office for appointment with the Parish Priest.   Phone: 9630-1951 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/

EUCHARIST AT HOME 

Please contact the Parish Office or Fr Ephraim Lam    Phone: 9630-1951 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR/ 

CHINESE CHAPLAIN:    

Fr. Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630 -1951             Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  8 Daking Street, North Parramatta, 2151      Website:  http://www.stmonicanp.org.au 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-2.30pm                   Phone: 9630-1951  Fax: 9630-8738   
                                                                    Email: stmonicanp@bigpond.com  

St. Monica’s School 
School Principal: Lisa Crampton           Phone: 8832 4100      Fax: 9683-4984      Email: stmonicasnparra@parra.catholic.edu.au 

FEAST DAYS &   
COMMEMORATIONS 

 

April 26. ST MARK, EVANGELIST 
April 28, St Peter Chanel 

April 29, St Catherine of Siena 

 

 PLEASE REMEMBER TO  PRAY FOR THOSE 
OF OUR PARISH FAMILY WHO ARE SICK.  

ESPECIALLY 
 

Paul Chiu, John Rodrigues,  
Dave & Fan Lin Wilson,  

Francis Lee, Jerry A,  Michelle Barnes,  
Levi Bell, Grace Boitano,  

Gesualda Borg, Monica Teresa  
& Fernanda Carigliano,  

Veronica Coorey. 
Margaret Dorahy, Heidi Ellich,  
 Josie Estera, Philippe Kalife,  
Tim Kelly, Mary Korunic,  

Lillian Leigh, Monique Malouf,   
Tina de Larrazabal,  Rosa Santos,  

Maria Itang Tagle,   
Llave Family,  Sheila Watts,  

Gloria Cherote, 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Cyril & Florence Rodrigues 

Pope Francis proclaims  

“ Year of St Joseph”  
With the Apostolic Letter “Patris Corde”  

(“With a Father’s Heart”),  Pope Francis 

recalls the 150th anniversary of the      

declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of 

the Universal Church. To mark the         

occasion, the Holy Father has proclaimed 

a “Year of Saint Joseph” from,  

8 December 2020, to 8 December 2021.  

Prayer to St. Joseph  

 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 
 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 

show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and 

courage, 

and defend us from every evil.   
 

Amen. 

The Voice 

In the regions where Jesus was an itinerant 
preacher, three or four flocks could be kept in 
a communal sheepfold for safety. In the   
morning, the shepherds would come and, as 
each called out, the sheep attuned to the 
sound of his voice would follow to life-giving 
pasture. 

We are surrounded by hundreds of voices 
clamouring for our attention. We are        
bombarded by messages, social media      
incessantly chattering. Jesus invites us to get 
attuned to his voice, listening for the distinctive 
sound of it so that, even if it is faintly heard in 
a cacophony, we immediately turn toward it so 
that we can follow it in a life-giving direction. 

How do we get attuned to that voice? By   
reading the gospels. A Chinese student once 
told me that the Chinese character for gospel 
is ‘happy sounds’. I like the plural. Jesus’   
gospel voice is not a monotone but a          
polyphony sounding in different ways in      
different situations. 

As disciples, we have to get onto the same 
wavelength as that voice so that we can echo 
it in our own lives. We become reverberations 
of Christ’s voice in many different situations, 
helping him to lead others to life-giving pas-
tures. 

We could take a moment to pray for better   
listening so that we might recognise the gospel 
voice of Jesus Christ, especially at the         
moment of death. Then we may hear the one 
voice we need and long for: ‘Today you will be 
with me in paradise.’ 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

REFLECTION 



 

   
Forgiveness 

 

Forgiveness is something which we are all familiar with- whether that be 

the need to be forgiven or the need to forgive. The need to forgive, accord-

ing to the commandment of Christ, extends well beyond those who ask for 

our forgiveness: we are commanded to forgive our enemies – whom I 

assume would rarely want to ask for our forgiveness. Of course, our expe-

riences with those who we consider enemies can potentially damage the 

relationship- because more often than not, we do not want to forgive 

them. We do not trust them; the wound has been too deep; their offense 

is not against us but against someone we love who is particularly vulnera-

ble- these are just some of the many reasons why we might find it so hard 

to forgive our enemies.  
 
But the commandment remains – not as a counsel of how to live a health-

ier, happier life – but with the added reminder that we will only find for-

giveness as we forgive. Forgiveness is not optional – but a fundamental 

spiritual action which we must learn to use as though our salvation de-

pended upon it – for it does. Several times in Scripture forgiveness of 

others (including enemies) is linked with our becoming like God, being 

conformed to His image. Having said that, however, is also to say that this 

commandment to forgive is not of man – we do not have it in us to fullfill 

this commandment in and of ourselves. St. Gregory of Nyssa once said 

that “man is mud whom God has commanded to become God.” Of course, 

it is utterly and completely impossible for mud to do such a thing (unless 

God make it so). Grace is the foundation of forgiveness. We pray for for-

giveness to enter our heart. We beg for forgiveness to enter our heart. We 

importune God for forgiveness to enter our heart.  
 
Even as a product of grace – we do not begin with the hardest things but 

with the easiest. We do not begin fasting by tackling the most strict regi-

men. We do not begin prayer with an effort to pray continually for forty 

days (or some other great feat). Such efforts would either crush us with 

their difficulty or crush us with our success. These are a few thoughts on 

beginning the life of forgiveness: 
 

• Use this prayer for the enemies who seem to be beyond your ability 

to pray: “O God, at the dread judgment, do not condemn them for 

my sake.” This places forgiveness at a distance and even a hard 

heart can often manage the small prayer of forgiveness at such a 

distance. 

• Be always aware of your own failings and constantly ask for God’s 

forgiveness. “Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me a 

sinner.” 

• The proper response to taking such responsibility is to pray and ask 

forgiveness. Feeling guilty is generally another self-centered action 

and is not the same thing as asking forgiveness. 

• As much as possible cultivate in your heart the understanding that 

all human beings are broken and victims of the fall. None of us 

enters a world of purity, nor do we enter the world fully functional 

as a human being. It is the gradual cultivation of mercy in our 

heart.  

    adapted from Fr. Stephen Freeman’s reflection on 

     Forgiveness- the hardest love of all  

St. Monica is on Facebook!  Please join and get updates of 

the Parish during this current period.  

Please like our page : St Monica’s North Parramatta 
  
Christian Meditation  Every Friday from 7:00 pm to 8:00 

pm.  Enquiries/facilitator :  Patricia Brown, 0418 406 661 

or email: pabrown02@gmail.com. 
 
St Monica’s Parish Rosary Group  Every Wednesday from 

10.00am to 12.00pm in the  Parish Centre.                        

All are welcome. 
 
CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE ST MONICA'S BRANCH  meets 

on the 4th Monday of the month at 10.30am in the meeting 

room. Enquiries : Julie Skulander on 0411 988 361 

 

 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

Youth Announcements 
 
St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE) 

Face to face/ in person youth group has resumed at 10:30AM in the 

community room! Feel free to come along. Our sessions will continue to 

focus on books of the Bible from both Old and New Testaments- in April 

we will be looking at the book of Psalms/Proverbs. Note you will need to 

sign in with QR code/ write your name down in compliance with the 

COVID rules. Also follow us on Instagram @fyrestmonicas to keep track 

of the latest FYRE news and events!  
 
Youth Camp 2021: Mission Impossible 

We are happy to announce that our most anticipated event of the year- 

Youth Camp- will be back on again in June! It will be during the Term 2 

holidays from the 29th June (Tuesday)- 2nd July (Friday) at Wedderburn 

Christian Campsite. If you are interested in coming, please grab a form 

from Cheryl Wong (0481 507 169) or Rebecca Cheung (0449 055 

395). Get excited : D  

01st/02nd May ROSTERS 

 5pm Vigil 9am 6pm 

Readers 

 
 
Acolytes 

C. Meleca 

C. Maxwell 
 
Peter Handcock 

R. Fortaleza 

S. Joseph 
 
Nishan Joseph 

A. Dsa 

A. Dsa 
 
John Hilton 

 

Cleaning Group 2 —  

Vera 

  

St. Monica’s Sacraments 
stmonicasacraments@gmail.com 

    
Confirmation  2021  -  
 
Lessons commence (4th Lesson) after the school holiday 

break on the 24th and 25th of April at the Parish Hall. 

Reconciliation and Rehearsal will take place on the 22nd of 

May at 2.00 pm at the Church  

 (Compulsory attendance for all candidates) 

 

     Silent Adoration of the  

     Blessed Sacrament 

 

    Every Thursday  

    from 8pm—9pm. 

 

    All are welcome. 
 


