
  
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

All the earth shall bow down before you, O God, 

and shall sing to you, 

shall sing to your name, O Most High! 
 

FIRST READING  

A reading from the first book of Samuel       

1 Sm 3:  3 - 10. 19 

Samuel was lying in the sanctuary of the Lord where the ark 

of God was, when the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’                  

He answered, ‘Here I am’. Then he ran to Eli and said, ‘Here 

I am, since you called me.’ Eli said, ‘I did not call. Go back 

and lie down.’ So he went and lay down. Once again the 

Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to 

Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you called me.’ He replied, ‘I 

did not call you, my son; go back and lie down.’ Samuel had 

as yet no knowledge of the Lord and the word of the Lord 

had not yet been revealed to him. Once again the Lord 

called, the third time. He got up and went to Eli and said, 

‘Here I am, since you called me.’ Eli then understood that it 

was the Lord who was calling the boy, and he said to  

Samuel, ‘Go and lie down, and if someone calls say, 

“Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.”’   So Samuel went 

and lay down in his place. 

The Lord then came and stood by, calling as he had done    

before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel answered, ‘Speak, Lord, 

your servant is listening.’ 

Samuel grew up and the Lord was with him and let no word 

of his fall to the ground. 

This is the word of the Lord 

  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Response:  Here am I, Lord; 

   I come to do your will. 

 

1. I waited, I waited for the Lord.  

and he stooped down to me; he heard my cry. 

He put a new song into my mouth, 

praise of our God. (R.) 

 

2. You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings,  

but an open ear. 

You do not ask for holocaust and victim. 

Instead, here am I. (R.) 

 

3. In the scroll of the book it stands written  

that I should do your will. 

My God, I delight in your law 

in the depth of my heart. (R.) 

 

4. Your justice I have proclaimed  

in the great assembly. 

My lips I have not sealed; 

you know it, O Lord. (R.) 
 

 
SECOND READING 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

1 Cor 6: 13 - 15. 17 - 20 

The body is not meant for fornication; it is for the Lord, and 

the Lord for the body. God, who raised the Lord from the 

dead, will by his power raise us up too. 

You know, surely, that your bodies are members making up 

the body of Christ; anyone who is joined to the Lord is one 

spirit with him. 

Keep away from fornication. All the other sins are  

committed outside the body; but to fornicate is to sin 

against your own body. Your body, you know, is the temple 

of the Holy Spirit, which is in you since you have received 

him from God. You are not your own property; you have 

been bought and paid for. That is why you should use your 

body for the glory of God. 

This is the word of the Lord 

  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

We have found the Messiah: 

Jesus Christ, who brings us truth and 

grace. 

Alleluia! 

   

 

GOSPEL 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

Jn 1: 35 - 42 

As John stood with two of his disciples, Jesus passed, and 

John stared hard at him and said, ‘Look, there is the lamb 

of God.’ Hearing this, the two disciples followed Jesus.     

Jesus turned round, saw them following and said, ‘What do 

you want?’ They answered, ‘Rabbi,’ – which means Teacher 

– ‘where do you live?’ ‘Come and see’ he replied; so they 

went and saw where he lived, and stayed with him the rest 

of that day. It was about the tenth hour. 

One of these two who became followers of Jesus after    

hearing what John had said was Andrew, the brother of   

Simon Peter. Early next morning, Andrew met his brother 

and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ – which 

means the Christ – and he took Simon to Jesus. Jesus 

looked hard at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John; 

you are to be called Cephas’ – meaning Rock. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

We have come to know and to believe 

in the love that God has for us. 

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 

17th January 2021 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time   - Year B 

 



St. Monica’s Catholic Parish 
Cnr Church Street and North Rocks Road, North Parramatta 

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturday Vigil - 5pm; Sunday - 9am, 11.30am (Cantonese/Chinese Mass) and 6pm 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday-Friday - 9.15am           

EXPOSITION:  Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am,  

RECONCILIATION:  Friday 10-10.30 am Saturday - 4-4.40pm or on request 

MARRIAGES:  Please contact the Parish Priest at least 12 months prior 

BAPTISMS: Please contact the Parish Office for appointment with the Parish Priest.   Phone: 9630-1951 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/

EUCHARIST AT HOME 

Please contact the Parish Office or Fr Ephraim Lam    Phone: 9630-1951 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR/ 

CHINESE CHAPLAIN:    

Fr. Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630 -1951             Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  8 Daking Street, North Parramatta, 2151      Website:  http://www.stmonicanp.org.au 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-2.30pm                   Phone: 9630-1951  Fax: 9630-8738   
                                                                    Email: stmonicanp@bigpond.com  

St. Monica’s School 
School Principal: Lisa Howell           Phone: 8832 4100      Fax: 9683-4984      Email: stmonicasnparra@parra.catholic.edu.au 

FEAST DAYS &   
COMMEMORATIONS 

 

January 21, St Agnus 
 

 PLEASE REMEMBER TO  PRAY FOR THOSE 
OF OUR PARISH FAMILY WHO ARE SICK.  

ESPECIALLY 
 

Paul Chiu, John Rodrigues,  
Dave & Fan Lin Wilson,  

Francis Lee, Jerry A,  Michelle Barnes,  
Levi Bell, Grace Boitano,  

Gesualda Borg, Monica Teresa  
& Fernanda Carigliano,  

Veronica Coorey. 
Margaret Dorahy, Heidi Ellich,  
 Josie Estera, Philippe Kalife,  
Tim Kelly, Mary Korunic,  

Lillian Leigh, Monique Malouf,   
Tina de Larrazabal,  Rosa Santos,  

Maria Itang Tagle,   
Llave Family,  Sheila Watts,  

Gloria Cherote, 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
 
 
 

Pope Francis proclaims  

“ Year of St Joseph”  
With the Apostolic Letter “Patris Corde”  

(“With a Father’s Heart”),  Pope Francis 

recalls the 150th anniversary of the      

declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of 

the Universal Church. To mark the         

occasion, the Holy Father has proclaimed 

a “Year of Saint Joseph” from,  

8 December 2020, to 8 December 2021.  

Prayer to St. Joseph  

 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 
 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 

show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace,  

mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil.   
 

Amen. 

What’s in a Name? 

What’s in a name? A Lot, if it is God who 
confers the name. Jesus of Nazareth, the 
embodiment of God-for-us, knew the   
power of naming in relation to calling and 
destiny. 

So, when Andrew brought his brother to 
Jesus, Jesus exercised the divine        
prerogative of changing Simon’s name to 
‘Cephas’ which in English is ‘Peter’. Jesus 
gave Simon a nickname, ‘rock-solid’ which 
was the exact opposite of his character! 
Nevertheless, he did become the rock on 
which Jesus built his Church. 

The tradition continues with the successor 
of Peter. So, Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio 
took the name ‘Francis’ which indicates 
that he believes that the Holy Spirit       
inspired the Cardinals to choose him to be 
Pope to follow in the footsteps of             
St Francis of Assisi. 

Each one of us has a divinely ordained 
name (Rev 2:17) which we may not be 
aware of, but the Holy Spirit is always 
prompting us to live up to that name. 

We could pause for a moment to pray that 
we might so live as to reach Heaven to 
find that name which God has loved from 
and for all eternity.  

 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

 

REFLECTION 



 

   
 Daily Actions 

 
The power of routine should never be underestimated. While it is 

important to be flexible and adaptable to new situations, routine 

can be equally important as it allows one to achieve steady  

progress towards a goal in a structured manner. You may have 

heard it said that it takes around three weeks of daily repetition 

for a new habit to form, and two months for a new behaviour to 

become automatic. These time frames can seem daunting, but 

small actions have the power to snowball into something greater; 

the hardest part is starting. 
 
Over the past year we’ve talked a lot about how to read the Bible, 

and over the next few months at youth group we are continuing to 

explore various books of the Bible. But today I’d like to talk about 

a resource by Ascension, an organisation that aims to help  

Catholics encounter Christ in their daily lives through media by 

providing online videos (check out their Youtube channel at 

https://www.youtube.com/c/AscensionPresents), Q&A style books 

and sacramental prep program. This resource is a practical one 

which can help anyone read the Bible by incorporating a bit of 

scripture each and every day. 

 

Ascension began a new initiative on 1st 

January 2021 called “The Bible in a 

Year” which is a podcast hosted by  

Fr. Mike Schmitz. The podcast is a daily 

one which guides Catholics through the 

entire Bible from the Book of Genesis 

through to the Book of Revelation in 

365 days. Each podcast episode is 

roughly 20-25 minutes long, and  

includes a few scripture readings and a 

guided prayer to help you take in and meditate on God’s voice 

through his Word. The Bible in a Year podcast is available free to 

listen on Spotify, Google Podcasts, Apple podcasts and Stitcher. 
 
The beauty of a podcast is that it can be listened to anytime and 

anywhere. You can listen to it as you drive, as you take a stroll  

outside, as you wash your dishes, or even as you eat a meal,  

unlike with books which occupy both your eyes and hands.  

Hearing God’s Word each and everyday helps get one thinking 

about God in our lives; good words breed good thoughts and  

eventually  translate to good actions; but we must first allow God 

into our lives. We are in January 2021; the year still holds many  

possibilities and opportunities amidst all the uncertainties. It is 

never too late to incorporate something new into your daily  

routine. 

        - Abby 

St. Monica is on Facebook!  Please join and get     

updates of the Parish during this current period.  

Please like our page : St Monica’s North Parramatta 
 
Sunday Mass is live streamed on Saturday at 5.00 pm 

(English) and Sunday at 11.30 am (Cantonese) 

Please add Fr Lam (Shing-man Lam) as a friend on    

Facebook to watch the Live stream Masses. 
 
Christian Meditation  will resume in the 2nd week in  

February. Every Friday from 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  

Enquiries/facilitator :  Patricia Brown, 0418 406 661 or 

email: pabrown02@gmail.com. 
 
St Monica’s Parish Rosary Group  will resume on the 3rd 

of February. Every Wednesday from 10.00am to 

12.00pm in the  Parish Centre. All are welcome. 

 
Remember the Deceased There is an open diary and 

pens next to the Sacred Heart of Jesus statue and you 

are welcome to write down the names of your deceased 

loved ones or family members on the day of their  

anniversaries and we will pray for them. 

 

 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

Youth Announcements 
 
St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE) 

Youth group is still online at the moment for 2021! Join us on Saturday 

nights 8PM using the link http://uni-sydney.zoom.us/j/93935934337 

Follow us on Instagram @fyrestmonicas to keep track of the latest FYRE 

news and events!  
 
Altar Serving- Expressions of interest  

St Monica’s is looking for new Altar Servers for the Sunday Masses!      

If you’re interested, then please contact one of the Altar Serving       

Coordinators (please refer to the contact details below). 

23rd/24th January ROSTERS 

 5pm Vigil 9am 6pm 

Readers 

 
 
Acolytes 

C. Maxwell 

G. Basha 
 
Patrick Senjak 

A. Dolahenty 

E. Calabria 
 
Joseph Lee 

R. Wong-Nasara 

D. Cruz 
 
John Hilton 

 

Cleaning Group 2 
Vera 

  

St. Monica’s Sacraments 
stmonicasacraments@gmail.com 

 
Registration dates for 2021 :  
   
For   Confirmation  20/21 February  

 (The child is eligible to receive this sacrament if he/she has          

 received the sacrament of First Holy Communion and is in           

 year 5 or above ) 
 
For   First Holy Communion 29/30 May  

 (The child is eligible to receive this sacrament if he/she has       

 received the sacrament of First Reconciliation and is in                

 year 4 or above) 
 
For   First Reconciliation 31 July/1 August 

 (The child is eligible to receive this sacrament if he/she has        

 received the sacrament of Baptism & is in year 3 or above) 
 
**A copy of the Baptism certificate is required and an Administration fee      

of $30/- payable at the time of registration.  

Holiday Office Hours: 
 
It is highly recommended to please 

call the office on 02 9630 1951  pri-

or to visiting the Parish office   during 

the school holiday break 

Wear a mask 
Wearing a mask, especially in indoor venues 

is now compulsory. Masks can also be seen 

as an act of charity  towards others and can 

help stop the spread of the virus. 
  
 

Please maintain recommended social distance 
in & outside the church.  Limit of 100 persons 
inside church during Mass. 

Altar Serving Coordinator Contact Details 
 
5pm (Saturday) Andre Kurkcu Phone: 0410 881 648 
9am & 6pm (Sunday)  Rashane Joseph  Phone: 0424 697 842 
11:30am (Sunday) Rebecca Cheung Phone: 0449 055 395 

https://www.youtube.com/c/AscensionPresents
http://uni-sydney.zoom.us/j/93935934337

