
 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

As for me, in justice I shall behold your face; 

I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 
 

FIRST READING  

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Is 55: 10-11 

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come down from 

the heavens and do not return without watering the earth, 

making it yield and giving growth to provide seed for the sower 

and bread for the eating, so the word that goes from my mouth 

does not return to me empty, without carrying out my will and 

succeeding in what it was sent to do.’ 

This is the word of the Lord 
  
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Response:  The seed that falls on good ground  

   will yield a fruitful harvest.  
 
1. You care for the earth, give it water,  

you fill it with riches. 

Your river in heaven brims over 

to provide its grain. (R.) 
 

2. And thus you provide for the earth;  

you drench its furrows, 

you level it, soften it with showers, 

you bless its growth. (R.) 
 

3. You crown the year with your goodness.  

Abundance flows in your steps, 

in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. (R.) 
 

4. The hills are girded with joy,  

the meadows covered with flocks, 

the valleys are decked with wheat. 

They shout for joy, yes, they sing. (R.) 

 

SECOND READING 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans    

Rom 8: 18-23 

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared 

to the glory, as yet unrevealed, which is waiting for us.          

The whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his 

sons.  t was not for any fault on the part of creation that it was 

made unable to attain its purpose, it was made so by God; but 

creation still retains the hope of being freed, like us, from its 

slavery to decadence, to enjoy the same freedom and glory as 

the children of God. From the beginning till now the entire   

creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act of 

giving birth; and not only  creation, but all of us who possess 

the first-fruits of the  Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait 

for our bodies to be set free. 

This is the word of the Lord 
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; 

all who come to him will live for ever. 

Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Mt 13: 1-23 

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such crowds 

gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat there.    

The people all stood on the beach, and he told them many 

things in parables. 

He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some 

seeds fell on the edge of the path, and the birds came and ate 

them up. Others fell on patches of rock where they found little 

soil and sprang up straight away, because there was no depth 

of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they were scorched 

and, not having any roots, they withered away. Others fell 

among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.    

Others fell on rich soil and produced their crop, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has 

ears!’ Then the disciples went up to him and asked, ‘Why do 

you talk to them in parables?’ ‘Because’ he replied ‘the      

mysteries of the kingdom of heaven are revealed to you, but 

they are not revealed to them. For anyone who has will be  

given more, and he will have more than enough; but from   

anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away.  

The reason I talk to them in parables is that they look without    

seeing and listen without hearing or understanding. So in their 

case this prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled: 

You will listen and listen again, but not understand, 

see and see again, but not perceive. 

For the heart of this nation has grown coarse, 

their ears are dull of hearing, and they have shut their 

eyes, for fear they should see with their eyes, 

hear with their ears, understand with their heart, 

and be converted and be healed by me. 

‘But happy are your eyes because they see, your ears because 

they hear! I tell you solemnly, many prophets and holy men 

longed to see what you see, and never saw it; to hear what you 

hear, and never heard it. 

‘You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the sower. When 

anyone hears the word of the kingdom without understanding, 

the evil one comes and carries off what was sown in his heart: 

this is the man who received the seed on the edge of the path. 

The one who received it on patches of rock is the man who 

hears the word and welcomes it at once with joy. But he has no 

root in him, he does not last; let some trial come, or some  

persecution on account of the word, and he falls away at once. 

The one who received the seed in thorns is the man who hears 

the word, but the worries of this world and the lure of riches 

choke the word and so he produces nothing. And the one who 

received the seed in rich soil is the man who hears the word 

and understands it; he is the one who yields a harvest and 

produces now a hundredfold, now sixty, now thirty.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
The sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for  

her young: by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King  

and my God. Blessed are they who dwell in your  

house, for ever singing your praise. 

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 

12th July 2020 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time  - Year A 

 



St. Monica’s Catholic Parish 
Cnr Church Street and North Rocks Road, North Parramatta 

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturday Vigil - 5pm; Sunday - 9am, 11.30am (Cantonese/Chinese Mass) and 6pm 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday-Friday - 9.15am           

EXPOSITION:  Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am,  

RECONCILIATION:  Saturday - 4-4.40pm or on request 

MARRIAGES:  Please contact the Parish Priest at least 12 months prior 

BAPTISMS: 1st Sunday of the month at 2 pm by arrangement 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/

EUCHARIST AT HOME 

Please contact the Parish Office or Fr Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630-1951 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR/ 

CHINESE CHAPLAIN:    

Fr. Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630 -1951             Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  8 Daking Street, North Parramatta, 2151      Website:  http://www.stmonicanp.org.au 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-2.30pm                   Phone: 9630-1951  Fax: 9630-8738   
                                                                    Email: stmonicanp@bigpond.com  

St. Monica’s School 
School Principal: Lisa Howell           Phone: 8832 4100      Fax: 9683-4984      Email: stmonicasnparra@parra.catholic.edu.au 

FEAST DAYS &   
COMMEMORATIONS 

 

July 15, St Bonaventure 
 

 

 PLEASE REMEMBER TO  PRAY FOR 
THOSE OF OUR PARISH FAMILY 

WHO ARE SICK.  
ESPECIALLY 

 
Paul Chiu, John Rodrigues,  
Dave & Fan Lin Wilson,  

Francis Lee, Jerry A,   
Michelle Barnes,  

Levi Bell, Grace Boitano,  
Gesualda Borg, Monica Teresa  

& Fernanda Carigliano,  
Veronica Coorey.   

Antoinette Coorey,  
Margaret Dorahy,   

Heidi Ellich,  
 Josie Estera, Philippe Kalife, 
Tim Kelly, Mary Korunic, 

Lillian Leigh,  
Monique Malouf,  Tina de 
Larrazabal,  Rosa Santos,  

Maria Itang Tagle,   
Llave Family,  Sheila Watts,  
Gloria Cherote, Tony Iaria  

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Mrs. YI 
Tina & Carlo Ukmar 

 

Creation Set Free 

Here is Jesus telling another story 
about nature, in this case about soil 
good enough to bear a crop. Is he 
just a keen observer of the farmers 
of his time? No.  

Throughout the Gospels there is a 
harmony  between Jesus and the 
natural creation of a profound kind.   

But St Paul intuited that link at a 
profound level in the case of the 
Risen Lord. This led him to make 
the most amazing claim that: 

‘The creation itself would be set 
free from its slavery to decay in or-
der to share the freedom associat-
ed with the glory of the children of 
God.’ 

We, and the whole cosmos, share 
the legacy of a common destiny 
brought about by the      powerful 
victory of Christ over the final in-
stance of decay, destruction and 
every type of death.  

We could pause a moment to pray 
with the   angels as we do at every 
Mass:  

‘Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest.’ 

 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

REFLECTION This Day in History…..   
 

Father Michael Kelly OSB celebrates  
his Golden Jubilee as a Priest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
On 11th July 1970, Father Michael Kelly OSB, was 
ordained into priesthood at St. Monica’s Church, 
North Parramatta.  He grew up in this Parish.  
After his ordination he came to help Fr Roger 
Wynne saying Mass here from time to time. 
He was elected as the Abbot of the St. Benedict’s 
Monastery at Arcadia in 1984.  In 2007, he was 
further elected as the Abbot General of the    
Benedictine Sylvestrine Order.  He served that 
for 12 years.  Fr Michael has returned to Arcadia 
and no doubt is contemplating future ventures.  
Our Best Wishes to Fr Michael and may God 
grant him many Blessings and good health for 
the future. 
 
Our parishioners, please pray for more  
vocations. 



 
 

 

Saints Peter and Paul  
 
Recently, on June 29th, we observed the Solemnity of Saints 
Peter and Paul, and just as much as they were disciples to Jesus, 

they were also key figures 
amongst the progenitors 
of our universal Church. 
Sometimes, I wonder 
what it must have been 
like, living in a world 
without a Church com-

munity that is spread across the world, and what it must have 
been like without the unity this affords. Honestly, it’s a bit 
daunting to imagine. I doubt many can understand how it felt to 
Peter and Paul at the time, but if there’s one thing that shines 
through, it was their unwavering faith and belief in Jesus.  
 

Even amidst all the challenges and persecution, they, together 

with others who rose to follow Jesus’ path, managed to build a 

Church that has lasted centuries, one that has followers on eve-

ry continent, and one that continues to spread the good news.  
 

Personally, I think that the most 

amazing part about this is that as hu-

mans, Peter and Paul were inherently 

flawed. They had both sinned in their 

lives; Paul had persecuted Christians 

and Peter had denounced his master. 

And yet, with God’s grace, and the 

teachings Jesus left them, they were 

able to give rise to one holy and apos-

tolic Church, even converting whole 

nations in the process. Even though, 

at times, this human imperfection can 

create obstacles or cause problems, history has shown that with 

a strong foundational faith, an absolute trust in Jesus, and unity, 

anything is possible.  
 

This is a comforting thought, so next time you feel tired or wea-

ry, or the next time you feel your faith challenged, remember 

that the first Christians went through exactly the same things – 

and that they triumphed over everything because they followed 

the path Jesus had shown them. 

       - Rashane   

 
St. Monica is on Facebook!   

Please join and get regular updates of the Parish during 

this current period.  
 
Please like our page : St Monica’s North Parramatta 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

Youth Announcements  
 
 

St. Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE) 
St. Monica’s youth group gatherings are from 10.45am to 
11.25am in the Community Room! Follow our youth group on 
Instagram @fyrestmonicas for updates! Our instagram is fea-
turing a series of daily faith-inspired insta stories  at the mo-
ment so check it out guys!  
 
Youth Camp 
It’s official - our annual July St. Monica’s Youth Camp will sadly 
not be taking place this year. However, Youth Camp will re-
sume in July 2021!  

Sunday Mass is live streamed on Saturday at 5.00 

pm (English) and Sunday at 11.30 am (Cantonese) 
 
Please add Fr Lam (Shing-man Lam) as a friend on 

Facebook to watch the Live stream Masses. 

NEW Planned Giving Envelopes for the Financial Year July 

2020—June 2021 are available at the entrance of the 

church.  Please collect them if you are registered. 

Alternately, you can join the monthly planned giving via 

credit card by submitting your credit card details by calling us at the 

office.  If there is no answer please leave your name and contact 

number or email us and we will get in touch with you. 
 
We appreciate and  thank you for your continued support and prayers 

during this time.                      Parish Office Telephone No: 9630 1951 

          Parish Email address: stmonicanp@bigpond.com 

St. Monica’s sacraments 

stmonicasacraments@gmail.com 

First Holy  Communion Program   

 
 

Acolytes, Alter servers, Readers, E.M’s and Church 
cleaning Roster commenced from 1st week in July.  
Counters Roster will be on hold till further notice.  

School Holidays 4 -19 July 

Lesson 4/7 1/2 August 

Reconciliation &  Rehearsal 7/7 

Both Compulsory attendance  

22nd August  - 2.00 pm 

FHC Mass 23rd August  -  3.00 pm 

S.V.D.P. WINTER APPEAL 

The annual S.V.D.P. Winter Appeal envelope collection 

has been cancelled this year due to COVID-19, however 

you can still donate to the general Winter Appeal through 

one of the following methods: 

1. Donate ONLINE at VINNIES.ORG.AU                    

2. Phone 13 18 12 

All donations of $2 or over are Tax deductible.  With most of our retail 

shops closed and the cancelled envelope  collection, our funds for the 

less fortunate have decreased accordingly. Being traditional support-

ers of the Winter Appeal, please use one of the above methods to 

donate.  Thank You        S.V.D.P. 

18th/19th July ROSTERS 

 5pm Vigil  9am 6pm 

Commentators 

Readers 

 
 
Extraordinary 

Ministers 
 
Acolytes 

C. Maxwaell 

T. Webhe 

G. Basha 
 
M. Wilkinson 

J. Knight 
 
Andre Kurkcu 

B. McGettingan 

A. Espiritu 

M. Falamich 
 
A. Falamich 

A. Dolahenty 
 
Jeff Lau 

A. Dsa 

M. Elllis 

A. Dsa 
 
J. Cruz 

 
 
John Hilton 

 

Counting On Hold Morning Tea Julie Skulander/

Maris Strong 

Cleaning Group 2 
Vera 

Children’s  

Liturgy 

On Hold 

Collection of Re-Cyclable for St Vincent de Paul charitable works.  
Please continue to bring and leave during weekend Masses ONLY 

your plastic/glass bottles,  aluminum cans, car batteries, copper & 

brass at the area were the clothing bin was located for pick up, to 

provide funding for St Vincent de Paul charitable works.  

Enquiries:  Ian Goldthorpe on 0414716005  


