
 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

All peoples, clap your hands. 

Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

 

FIRST READING  

A reading from the second book of the Kings 

2 Kgs 4: 8-11. 14-16 

One day as Elisha was on his way to Shunem, a    

woman of rank who lived there pressed him to stay 

and eat there. After this he always broke his journey 

for a meal when he passed that way. She said to her 

husband, ‘Look, I am sure the man who is constantly 

passing our way must be a holy man of God. Let us 

build him a small room on the roof, and put him a bed 

in it, and a table and chair and lamp; whenever he 

comes to us he can rest there.’ 

One day when he came, he retired to the upper room 

and lay down. ‘What can be done for her?’ he asked. 

Gehazi (his servant) answered, ‘Well, she has no son 

and her husband is old.’ Elisha said, ‘Call her.’ The 

servant called her and she stood at the door. ‘This 

time next year,’  

Elisha said ‘you will hold a son in your arms.’ 

This is the word of the Lord 

 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Response:  Forever I will sing  

   the goodness of the Lord.  

 

1. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;  

through all ages my mouth will proclaim  

your truth. 

Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever, 

that your truth is firmly established  

as the heavens. (R.) 

 

2. Happy the people who acclaim such a king,  

who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face, 

who find their joy every day in your name, 

who make your justice  

the source of their bliss. (R.) 

 

3. For it is you, O Lord, who are the glory of their 

strength;  

it is by your favour that our might is exalted: 

for our ruler is in the keeping of the Lord; 

our king in the keeping of  

the Holy One of Israel. (R.) 

 

 

 
SECOND READING 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans    

Rom 6: 3-4. 8-11 

When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were     

baptised in his death; in other words, when we were 

baptised we went into the tomb with him and joined 

him in death, so that as Christ was raised from the 

dead by the Father’s glory, we too might live a new life. 

But we believe that having died with Christ we shall 

return to life with him: Christ, as we know, having been 

raised from the dead will never die again. Death has 

no power over him any more. When he died, he died, 

once for all, to sin, so his life now is life with God; and 

in that way, you too must consider yourselves to be 

dead to sin but alive for God in Christ Jesus. 

This is the word of the Lord 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

You are a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy people. 

Praise God who called you out of 

darkness and into his  

marvelous light. 

Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Mat 10: 37-42 

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Anyone who 

prefers father or mother to me is not worthy of me. 

Anyone who prefers son or daughter to me is not wor-

thy of me. Anyone who does not take his cross and 

follow in my footsteps is not worthy of me. Anyone who 

finds his life will lose it; anyone who loses his life for 

my sake will find it. 

‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me; and those 

who welcome me welcome the one who sent me. 

‘Anyone who welcomes a prophet because he is a 

prophet will have a prophet’s reward; and anyone who 

welcomes a holy man because he is a holy man will 

have a holy man’s reward. 

‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold water to one 

of these little ones because he is a disciple, then I tell 

you solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his re-

ward.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and all within me, his holy name. 

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 

28th June 2020 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time  - Year A 

 



St. Monica’s Catholic Parish 
Cnr Church Street and North Rocks Road, North Parramatta 

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturday Vigil - 5pm; Sunday - 9am, 11.30am (Cantonese/Chinese Mass) and 6pm 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday-Friday - 9.15am           

EXPOSITION:  Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am,  

RECONCILIATION:  Saturday - 4-4.40pm or on request 

MARRIAGES:  Please contact the Parish Priest at least 12 months prior 

BAPTISMS: 1st Sunday of the month at 2 pm by arrangement 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/

EUCHARIST AT HOME 

Please contact the Parish Office or Fr Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630-1951 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR/ 

CHINESE CHAPLAIN:    

Fr. Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630 -1951             Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  8 Daking Street, North Parramatta, 2151      Website:  http://www.stmonicanp.org.au 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-2.30pm                   Phone: 9630-1951  Fax: 9630-8738   
                                                                    Email: stmonicanp@bigpond.com  

St. Monica’s School 
School Principal: Lisa Howell           Phone: 8832 4100      Fax: 9683-4984      Email: stmonicasnparra@parra.catholic.edu.au 

FEAST DAYS &   
COMMEMORATIONS 

 

June 29,  STS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES 
July 3, ST THOMAS APOSTLE 

 

 

 PLEASE REMEMBER TO  PRAY FOR THOSE OF 
OUR PARISH FAMILY WHO ARE SICK.  

ESPECIALLY 
 

Paul Chiu, John Rodrigues,  
Dave & Fan Lin Wilson,  

Francis Lee, Jerry A,  
Michelle Barnes,  

Levi Bell, Grace Boitano,  
Gesualda Borg, Monica Teresa  

& Fernanda Carigliano,  
Veronica Coorey.  

Antoinette Coorey,  
Margaret Dorahy,   

Heidi Ellich,  
 Josie Estera, Philippe Kalife, Tim Kelly, 

Mary Korunic, Lillian Leigh,  
Monique Malouf,   

Tina de Larrazabal,  Rosa Santos, Maria 
Itang Tagle,   

Llave Family,   
Sheila Watts, Gloria Cherote, Tony Iaria  

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
 

Act of  Spiritual  

Communion 

 

My Jesus, I believe you are 

present in the most  

Blessed Sacrament.  
 

I love you above all things 

and desire to 

 receive You into my soul.  
 

Since I cannot now        

receive You  

sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into  

my heart.  
 

I embrace You as if You 

were already there, and 

unite myself wholly to You.  
 

Never permit me to be    

separated from You.  

 

Amen. 

 

 

Christianity not a Cult 

In the early Church, Christianity ripped families 
apart. Good Jewish families would have been 
appalled to see their sons and daughters go off 
to follow a crucified blasphemer. Good reason 
to keep apart in the synagogue, avoiding dam-
nable pollution. This sectarianism contrasted 
with the Christians who fearlessly went out into 
the world. 

St John Paul II personified what it is to be Cath-
olic. But, he pressed a prayer into a crack in the 
Wailing Wall in Jerusalem and as an old man 
shuffled across the floor of a Mosque in Syria. 

Of course, there was no compromise of belief 
and faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, denied by both Jews and Muslims. But 
his actions were not those of one with the siege 
mentality of the member of a cult. Rather, he 
was able to respond to the promptings of the 
Holy Spirit to take these steps recognising what 
was good amongst the adherents of those 
faiths. 

We could pause for a moment to implore the 
Holy Spirit to break us out from any constricting 
cult-like tendencies so that we can go out into 
the world powerfully proclaiming the resurrec-
tion of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 
 

REFLECTION 



 
 

 

The End Goal 
This week’s gospel from Matthew (10:37-42) depicts Jesus giving a chal-

lenging requirement to His disciples. He says, ‘no one who prefers his 

father or mother to me is worthy of me. No one who prefers his son or 

daughter to me is worthy of me.’ In a society that places high value and 

importance on familial relationships, this may seem like an unrealistic 

demand. However, Jesus makes this comment because He wants peo-

ple to assess and reflect on what their priorities in life are. He makes it 

clear that true disciples centre their life and priorities around following 

Him, and undergo personal transformation by engaging in a holy life 

demonstrated by Jesus himself to His followers. What however does 

this holy life entail? 
 
Jesus, throughout His mission, implicitly demonstrates that people who 

follow His path strive to live out their life in a manner that reflects their 

love of God and desire to follow His will. These people show compas-

sion for the marginalised and outcast in society, are willing to forgive 

their enemies and are people who love and serve their neighbours, 

living without a desire to pursue power 

or wealth. Additionally, in this week’s 

gospel, Jesus also highlights the im-

portance of hospitality as an aspect of 

discipleship; ‘anyone who welcomes 

you welcomes me, anyone who wel-

comes me welcomes the one who sent 

me.’ (Matthew 10:40). 
  

Jesus exhorts His disciples to be welcoming to prophets and upright 

people, but what does that entail? Jesus wants His disciples to recog-

nise those who are doing good works on God’s behalf, whose behaviour 

reflect someone who is scrupulous. This recognition should compel us 

to show hospitality towards them by being willing to help and support 

them when necessary, befriend them, be receptive to the messages 

they spread amongst the community and imitate them.  Living a holy 

life, Jesus acknowledges, requires sacrifices. Living a holy life can be 

difficult in today’s context. People deal with all sorts of pressures, 

stress, expectations and individual desires that may make it difficult for 

people to become the person God wants them to be, or to make the 

right choices. But those people who overcome these pressures and 

expectations, and reject unhealthy personal desires, are in their every-

day lives slowly transforming themselves to live a life that is sustained 

and guided by God. This is what Paul in Romans 6:3-4, 8-11 calls being 

dead to sin and living a life with God. The sacrifices people make will be 

amply recompensed by rewards from God in eternal life. It is important 

to remember that the end goal of discipleship and living a holy life that 

is inherent in discipleship is to help you and others achieve salvation, 

and to maintain a good relationship with God. The reward of eternal 

union with God in Heaven outweighs any transient rewards that an 

earthly life can provide, which is why Jesus wants us to make sacrifices 

in this earthly life, so that the end goal of salvation for yourself and 

other people can be achieved.               -  Rachel  

 
St. Monica is on Facebook!   

Please join and get regular updates of the Parish during 

this current period.  
 
Please like our page : St Monica’s North Parramatta 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

Youth Announcements  
 
St. Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE) 
St. Monica’s youth group gatherings will resume this Sunday from 
10.45am to 11.25am in the Community Room! Limited to 20 people 
in attendance. Follow our youth group on Instagram @fyrestmonicas 
for updates! Our instagram page has just launched a series of daily 
faith-inspired insta stories so check it out guys!  
 
Youth Camp 
It’s official - our annual July St. Monica’s Youth Camp will sadly not be 
taking place this year. However, Youth Camp will resume in July 
2021!  

Sunday Mass is live streamed at 9.00 am (English) 

and 11.30 am (Cantonese) 
 
Please add Fr Lam (Shing-man Lam) as a friend on 

Facebook to watch the Live stream Masses. 

Weekend Mass Timetable 27th & 28th June 2020 

Saturday Evening :  5.00 pm (English) 

   5.30 pm (English) 

Sunday :  9.00 am (English)  Live Streamed 

   9.30 am (English)    

   11. 30 am (Cantonese) Live Streamed 

   12.00 pm (Cantonese)   

   12.30pm (Cantonese) 

   6.00 pm (English) 

NEW Planned Giving Envelopes for the Financial Year 

July 2020—June 2021 are available at the entrance of 

the church.  Please collect them if you are registered. 
 
Alternately, you can join the monthly planned giving via 

credit card by submitting your credit card details by calling us at the 

office.  If there is no answer please leave your name and contact 

number or email us and we will get in touch with you. 
 
We appreciate and  thank you for your continued support and prayers 

during this time.                      Parish Office Telephone No: 9630 1951 

          Parish Email address: stmonicanp@bigpond.com 

St. Monica’s sacraments 

stmonicasacraments@gmail.com 
  
First Holy  Communion Program   

 
 

Readers Roster, & E.M’s Roster to commence from 
1st week in July. Counters Roster will be on hold.  

School Holidays 4 -19 July 

Lesson 4/7 1/2 August 

Reconciliation &  Rehearsal 7/7 22nd August  - 2.00 pm 

FHC Mass 23rd August  -  3.00 pm 

Please watch for updates on any change to 

Mass attendance issued by the Government 

and Diocese on 1st July 2020, due to the 

current situation with Covid-19. 

S.V.D.P. WINTER APPEAL 

The annual S.V.D.P. Winter Appeal envelope 

collection has been cancelled this year due to 

COVID-19, however you can still donate to the 

general Winter Appeal through one of the following 

methods: 

1.  Donate ONLINE at VINNIES.ORG.AU 

2.  Phone 13 18 12 

All donations of $2 or over are Tax deductible. 
 
With most of our retail shops closed and the cancelled 

envelope collection, our funds for the less fortunate have 

decreased accordingly. Being traditional supporters of the 

Winter Appeal, please use one of the above methods to 

donate.  Thank You      S.V.D.P. 


