
 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

The Lord is the strength of his people, 

a saving refuge for the one he has anointed. 

Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage, 

and govern them for ever. 

 

FIRST READING  

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah  Jer 20: 10-13 

Jeremiah said: 

‘I hear so many disparaging me, 

“Terror from every side! 

Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 

All those who used to be my friends 

watched for my downfall, 

“Perhaps he will be seduced into error. 

Then we will master him and take our revenge!” 

But the Lord is at my side, a mighty hero; 

my opponents will stumble, mastered, 

confounded by their failure; 

everlasting, unforgettable disgrace will be theirs. 

But you, Lord of Hosts, you who probe with justice, 

who scrutinise the loins and heart, 

let me see the vengeance you will take on them, 

for I have committed my cause to you. 

Sing to the Lord, praise the Lord, 

for he has delivered the soul of the needy 

from the hands of evil men.’ 

This is the word of the Lord 

 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Response:  Lord, in your great love, answer me.  

1. It is for you that I suffer taunts,  

that shame covers my face, 

that I have become a stranger to my brothers, 

an alien to my own mother's sons. 

I burn with zeal for your house 

and taunts against you fall on me. (R.) 

2. This is my prayer to you,  

my prayer for your favour. 

In your great love, answer me, O God, 

with your help that never fails: 

Lord, answer, for your love is kind; 

in your compassion, turn towards me. (R.) 

3. The poor when they see it will be glad  

and God-seeking hearts will revive; 

for the Lord listens to the needy 

and does not spurn his servants in their chains. 

Let the heavens and the earth give him praise, 

the sea and all its living creatures. (R.) 

 

 

SECOND READING 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans    

Rom 5: 12-15 

Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin 

death, and thus death has spread through the whole  

human race because everyone has sinned. Sin existed in 

the world long before the Law was given. There was no 

law and so no one could be accused of the sin of  

‘law-breaking’, yet death reigned over all from Adam to 

Moses, even though their sin, unlike that of Adam, was 

not a matter of breaking a law. 

Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself    

considerably outweighed the fall. If it is certain that 

through one man’s fall so many died, it is even more   

certain that divine grace, coming through the one man, 

Jesus Christ, came to so many as an abundant free gift. 

This is the word of the Lord 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Spirit of Truth will bear  

witness to me, says the Lord, 

and you also will be my  

witnesses. 

Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Mat 10: 26-33 

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do not be 

afraid. For everything that is now covered will be  

uncovered, and everything now hidden will be made 

clear. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the daylight; 

what you hear in whispers, proclaim from the house-tops. 

‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot 

kill the soul; fear him rather who can destroy both body 

and soul in hell. Can you not buy two sparrows for a  

penny? And yet not one falls to the ground without 

your Father knowing. Why, every hair on your head has 

been counted. So there is no need to be afraid; you are 

worth more than hundreds of sparrows. 

‘So if anyone declares himself for me in the presence 

of men, I will declare myself for him in the presence of 

my Father in heaven. But the one who disowns me in the 

presence of men, I will disown in the presence of my  

Father in heaven.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

The eyes of all look to you, Lord, 

and you give them their food in due season. 

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 

21st June 2020 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time  - Year A 

 



St. Monica’s Catholic Parish 
Cnr Church Street and North Rocks Road, North Parramatta 

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturday Vigil - 5pm; Sunday - 9am, 11.30am (Cantonese/Chinese Mass) and 6pm 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday-Friday - 9.15am           

EXPOSITION:  Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am,  

RECONCILIATION:  Saturday - 4-4.40pm or on request 

MARRIAGES:  Please contact the Parish Priest at least 12 months prior 

BAPTISMS: 1st Sunday of the month at 2 pm by arrangement 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/

EUCHARIST AT HOME 

Please contact the Parish Office or Fr Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630-1951 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR/ 

CHINESE CHAPLAIN:    

Fr. Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630 -1951             Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  8 Daking Street, North Parramatta, 2151      Website:  http://www.stmonicanp.org.au 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-2.30pm                   Phone: 9630-1951  Fax: 9630-8738   
                                                                    Email: stmonicanp@bigpond.com  

St. Monica’s School 
School Principal: Lisa Howell           Phone: 8832 4100      Fax: 9683-4984      Email: stmonicasnparra@parra.catholic.edu.au 

FEAST DAYS &   
COMMEMORATIONS 

 

June 22,  Sts John Fisher & Thomas More 
June 24, THE  NATIVITY OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 

June 29,  STS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES 

 

 

 PLEASE REMEMBER TO  PRAY FOR THOSE OF 
OUR PARISH FAMILY WHO ARE SICK.  

ESPECIALLY 
 

Paul Chiu, John Rodrigues,  
Dave & Fan Lin Wilson,  

Francis Lee, Jerry A,  
Michelle Barnes,  

Levi Bell, Grace Boitano,  
Gesualda Borg, Monica Teresa  

& Fernanda Carigliano,  
Veronica Coorey.  

Antoinette Coorey,  
Margaret Dorahy,   

Heidi Ellich,  
 Josie Estera, Philippe Kalife, Tim Kelly, 

Mary Korunic, Lillian Leigh,  
Monique Malouf,   

Tina de Larrazabal,  Rosa Santos, Maria 
Itang Tagle,   

Llave Family,   
Sheila Watts, Gloria Cherote, Tony Iaria  

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
 

Act of  Spiritual  

Communion 

 

My Jesus, I believe you are 

present in the most  

Blessed Sacrament.  
 

I love you above all things 

and desire to 

 receive You into my soul.  
 

Since I cannot now        

receive You  

sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into  

my heart.  
 

I embrace You as if You 

were already there, and 

unite myself wholly to You.  
 

Never permit me to be    

separated from You.  

 

Amen. 

 

 

House-tops and Sparrows 

Our Gospel reads: ‘… not one [sparrow] falls to 
the ground without your Father knowing.’ 

But that is a bad translation. The Greek simply 
says ‘not one [sparrow] will fall to the ground 
without your Father.’ Full stop! Our Heavenly 
Father accompanies a dying sparrow as it dies! 
That is the measure of the Creator’s love for all 
creatures. God wants to – does – enter into the 
moment of death, our moment of death. 

Now, that would be consoling if I were facing 
what Jesus was foreseeing for his disciples in 
the first century. 

One of the first Christian groups to hear this 
Gospel was that set around the Tigris River run-
ning through Baghdad in modern day Iraq. Now 
they face terrible persecution from fanatical 
Muslims. We can barely imagine hearing to-
day’s Gospel amongst the remnant, left in 
Baghdad today. How does ‘Do not be afraid’ 
really sound to them? 

So, we could pause for a moment to pray for 
those for whom today’s Gospel is a challenge 
beyond our imagining. 

 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 
 

REFLECTION 



 
 

 

Reading vs Understanding the Bible  
 
In school, regardless of which stage of education, textual analysis 

and interpretation will always play a major part. You may need to 

analyse Hamlet and explore the flaws and strengths of man; you 

may have to interpret and explain legislation for a problem ques-

tion, or you might even have to figure out the message behind 

The Rainbow Fish. Regardless of which text you are looking at, 

you will need to rely on more than just the words within the text. 

Often you will need to consult academic papers, SparkNotes 

(right up there with the greats), and in the legislation example, 

things like second reading speeches or interpretation acts. How-

ever, one thing remains constant – a good understanding of 

these texts can very rarely be gleaned from reading them alone. 

You need to look at the context around them, the definitions of 

the words themselves, and the thoughts of those who have stud-

ied such texts for longer than you have. 
 
This is true when reading the Bible as well. It is a good practice to 

regularly read, and there are many who read one chapter or verse 

a day, but merely reading will amount to nothing if the under-

standing is lacking. This is where extrinsic materials come in. Ex-

trinsic material refers to a whole host of textual interpretation 

materials which are not part of the actual text themselves, and 

when considering the Bible, these can include academic studies 

by priests, important documents such as the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church (CCC), Papal Documents, and many more.  
 
These resources serve to do more than help 

you understand the text – they help you create 

a strong foundation for a fruitful Catholic life. 

Furthermore, as well as helping with under-

standing the Bible, there are many resources 

out there which help with things like prayer 

and living a Christian life in the modern world. 

Though there are too many for me to list, two 

that I find especially helpful are the Compendi-

um of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

which is an easier to read version of the CCC, and the YOUCAT, 

which looks at the relationship between modern youths and the 

concepts set out in the CCC. The FYRE Instagram page has also 

started posting daily stories which recommends some good Cath-

olic resources, music, readings and more so please go follow us 

at @fyrestmonicas!  

There are many resources 

out there, and by utilising 

them you can strengthen 

yourself and find the in-

structions to a faith-filled 

life.  

- Rashane 

 
St. Monica is on Facebook!   

Please join and get regular updates of the Parish during 

this current period.  
 
Please like our page : St Monica’s North Parramatta 

 

 

 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

Youth Announcements  
 

St. Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE) 
St. Monica’s youth group gatherings will resume this Sunday from 
10.45am to 11.25am in the Community Room! Limited to            
20 people in attendance. Follow our youth group on Instagram 
@fyrestmonicas for updates! Our Instagram page has just 
launched a series of daily faith-inspired insta stories so check it 
out guys!  
 
Youth Camp 
It’s official - our annual July St. Monica’s Youth Camp will sadly 
not be taking place this year. However, Youth Camp will resume 
in July 2021!  

Sunday Mass is live streamed at 9.30 am (English) 

and 12 pm (Cantonese) 
 
Please add Fr Lam (Shing-man Lam) as a friend on 

Facebook to watch the Live stream Masses. 

Weekend Mass Timetable June 2020 
Saturday Evening :  5.00 pm (English) 

   5.30 pm (English) 

Sunday :  9.00 am (English)  Live Streamed 

   9.30 am (English)  

   11.30 am (Cantonese) Live Streamed 

   12.00 pm (Cantonese)  

   12.30pm (Cantonese) 

   6.00 pm (English) 

NEW Planned Giving Envelopes for the Financial Year 

July 2020—June 2021 are available at the entrance of 

the church.  Please collect them if you are registered. 
 
Alternately, you can join the monthly planned giving via 

credit card by submitting your credit card details by calling us at the 

office.  If there is no answer please leave your name and contact 

number or email us and we will get in touch with you. 
 
We appreciate and  thank you for your continued support and prayers 

during this time.                      Parish Office Telephone No: 9630 1951 

          Parish Email address: stmonicanp@bigpond.com 

 

St. Monica’s sacraments 

stmonicasacraments@gmail.com 

 
 
First Holy Communion :  

At home Lessons Commenced on the 13th/14th June. Please 

follow the schedule/time table sent before. With the easing of 

restrictions we are hopeful that we could go ahead with the 

date set for this  Sacrament. For those who registered,        

resource packs are ready for  collection as follows:  

• St. Monica’s Primary students from their School Office Only. 

• The Parish Office for the rest -Thursday & Friday from 9am to 1 pm  

St Monica’s Primary School 
North Parramatta 

 

 
 
Enrolments for 2021 (K-6) 

 are now open! 
Enrolment forms are available on our  

school website.  

For more information please visit our  

school website or contact the office on 8832 4100.  

www.stmonicasparra.catholic.edu.au 

Readers Roster, Counting Roster & E.M’s Roster 
will be placed on hold for the time being. 

http://www.stmonicasparra.catholic.edu.au

