
 
 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; 

proclaim to the ends of the earth: 

The Lord has freed his people, alleluia. 
 

FIRST READING  

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles   

Acts 8: 5-8. 14-17 

Philip went to a Samaritan town and proclaimed the 

Christ to them. The people united in welcoming the   

message Philip preached, either because they had heard 

of the miracles he worked or because they saw them for 

themselves. There were, for example, unclean spirits that 

came shrieking out of many who were possessed, and 

several paralytics and cripples were cured. As a result 

there was great rejoicing in that town. 

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 

accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to 

them, and they went down there, and prayed for the   

Samaritans to receive the Holy Spirit, for as yet he had 

not come down on any of them: they had only been    

baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid 

hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

This is the word of the Lord 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Response:  Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
 
1. Cry out with joy to God all the earth,  

O sing to the glory of his name. 

O render him glorious praise. 

Say to God: ‘How tremendous your deeds! (R.) 
 

2. ‘Before you all the earth shall bow;  

shall sing to you, sing to your name!’ 

Come and see the works of God, 

tremendous his deeds among men. (R.) 
 

3. He turned the sea into dry land,  

they passed through the river dry-shod. 

Let our joy then be in him; 

he rules for ever by his might. (R.) 
 

4. Come and hear, all who fear God.  

I will tell what he did for my soul: 

Blessed be God who did not reject my prayer 

nor withhold his love from me. (R.) 
 

SECOND READING 

A reading from the first letter of St Peter   

1 Pt 3: 15-18 

Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and always 

have your answer ready for people who ask you the    

reason for the hope that you all have.  But   give   it   with    

 

courtesy and respect and with a clear conscience, so 

that those who slander you when you are living a good 

life in Christ may be proved wrong in the accusations that 

they bring. And if it is the will of God that you should suf-

fer, it is better to suffer for doing right than for doing 

wrong. 

Why, Christ himself, innocent though he was, had died 

once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to God. In the 

body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to 

life. 

This is the word of the Lord 
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

All who love me will keep my words, 

and my Father will love them and we 

will come to them. 

Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John   

Jn 14: 15-21 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘If you love me you will keep my commandments. 

I shall ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Advocate 

to be with you for ever, 

that Spirit of truth 

whom the world can never receive 

since it neither sees nor knows him; 

but you know him, 

because he is with you, he is in you. 

I will not leave you orphans; 

I will come back to you. 

In a short time the world will no longer see me; 

but you will see me, 

because I live and you will live. 

On that day 

you will understand that I am in my Father 

and you in me and I in you. 

Anybody who receives my commandments and 

keeps them 

will be one who loves me; 

and anybody who loves me will be loved by my Fa-

ther, 

and I shall love him and show myself to him.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

If you love me, keep my commandments, says the Lord, 

and I will ask the Father and he will send you another  

Paraclete, to abide with you for ever, alleluia. 

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 

17th May 2020 Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 



St. Monica’s Catholic Parish 
Cnr Church Street and North Rocks Road, North Parramatta 

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturday Vigil - 5pm; Sunday - 9am, 11.30am (Cantonese/Chinese Mass) and 6pm 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday-Friday - 9.15am           

EXPOSITION:  Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am,  

RECONCILIATION:  Saturday - 4-4.40pm or on request 

MARRIAGES:  Please contact the Parish Priest at least 12 months prior 

BAPTISMS: 1st Sunday of the month at 2 pm by arrangement 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/

EUCHARIST AT HOME 

Please contact the Parish Office or Fr Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630-1951 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR/ 

CHINESE CHAPLAIN:    

Fr. Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630 -1951             Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  8 Daking Street, North Parramatta, 2151      Website:  http://www.stmonicanp.org.au 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-2.30pm                   Phone: 9630-1951  Fax: 9630-8738   
                                                                    Email: stmonicanp@bigpond.com  

St. Monica’s School 
School Principal: Lisa Howell           Phone: 8832 4100      Fax: 9683-4984      Email: stmonicasnparra@parra.catholic.edu.au 

FEAST DAYS &  COMMEMORATIONS 
 

May 24 The Ascension of the  Lord 

May 25 Our Lady Help of Christians, 

Patron of Australia 

May 26 St Philip Neri 
 

 

 PLEASE REMEMBER TO  PRAY FOR 
THOSE OF OUR PARISH FAMILY 

WHO ARE SICK.  
ESPECIALLY 

 
Paul Chiu, John Rodrigues,  
Dave & Fan Lin Wilson,  

Francis Lee, Jerry A,  
Michelle Barnes,  

Levi Bell, Grace Boitano,  
Gesualda Borg, Monica Teresa  

& Fernanda Carigliano,  
Veronica Coorey.  

Antoinette Coorey,  
Margaret Dorahy,   

Heidi Ellich,  
 Josie Estera, Philippe Kalife, 
Tim Kelly, Mary Korunic, 

Lillian Leigh,  
Monique Malouf,   

Tina de Larrazabal,  Rosa 
Santos, Maria Itang Tagle,   

Llave Family,   
Sheila Watts, Gloria Cherote 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
 

REFLECTION/COMMENTARY 

 

Parallel Truths 

Today’s Gospel speaks of an advocate. This translates a 
Greek word: ‘paraclete’. Our Lord says: ‘I will send you 
another Paraclete to be with you forever.’ Our Lord was a 
Paraclete, and he would send another. 

What does this strange sounding word mean? Here is a 
hint. We all know that parallel lines run, well, para-llel. 
They run alongside each other. A paraclete is a person 
who stands alongside someone and pleads their case.   

That is how our Lord Jesus Christ saw himself. His role 
was not to condemn but to plead the case for mercy and 
compassion, to be the intercessor par excellence.  

Our Lord promises another Paraclete dwelling within us, 
individually and as the body of Christ’s disciples, the Holy 
Spirit advocating our cause, assisting us to live Truth-fully 
by the measure of the One who is the Way, the Truth and 
the Life. This Paraclete particularly assists us by acting as 
the Spirit of Truth. 

We could pause for a moment to thank God for the two 
Paracletes, constantly pleading our case before the 
Throne of Mercy. 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 
 
 

 

Act of  Spiritual  

Communion 

 

My Jesus, I believe you 

are present in the most  

Blessed Sacrament.  
 

I love you above all 

things and desire to 

 receive You into my 

soul.  
 

Since I cannot now       

receive You  

sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into  

my heart.  
 

I embrace You as if You 

were already there, and 

unite myself wholly to 

You.  
 

Never permit me to be    

separated from You.  

 

Amen. 

 

 



 

 

I  S O L A T I O N 
 

With isolation being the main life-

style for most of us this past while, it 

is no surprise that many of us miss 

hanging out with friends, or going 

out to have fun, and that, instead, 

we often have to stay cooped up for 

most of the day. 
 

With our daily routines suddenly changed in such a drastic 

manner, and with isolation being a requisite for beating this 

pandemic, many of us may be feeling down or frustrated with 

the way things are, especially with regards to the things we 

can no longer do. Many people have spent birthdays in isola-

tion, have had to cancel weddings and parties, or have not 

been able to go overseas to visit family. As social creatures, a 

lack of social interaction can have a huge impact on us. Thus, 

it is no surprise that after restrictions were set in place, Be-

yond Blue, a support line for those experiencing depression 

and anxiety, reported an increase of 30% in the amount of 

people using their services. While this statistic is concerning at 

first glance, there is another side to it. In and of itself, this sta-

tistic may not entirely be a bad thing as it shows that people 

have been willing to reach out, and that there are services 

willing to help. The general motto that we keep hearing all 

around us – in ads, 

from government 

officials, business, 

schools and so on – 

rings true; we are 

together even 

though we are apart. 
 

There are also plenty of things you can do from home, all 

made possible by video conferencing and virtual meetings 

with software like Skype and Zoom among 

other things. You can have an online games 

night, catch up with each other, and so much 

more. Video conferencing doesn’t need to be 

used only for business.  
 

Thankfully, with restrictions being eased up 

slightly, we may be looking at the beginning 

of the end of isolation, but until then, stay 

safe and find ways to keep busy and spend 

time with those close to you. 

Rashane 

 
St. Monica is on Facebook!   

Please join and get regular updates of the Parish during this cur-

rent period.  
 

Please like our page : St Monica’s North Parramatta 

 

 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

Youth Announcements  
 
St. Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE) 
St. Monica’s youth group gatherings are on hold until further notice. 
Follow our youth group on Instagram @fyrestmonicas for updates!  
 
Youth Camp 
This year our annual July St. Monica’s Youth Camp has been post-
poned until further notice. Please watch this space for the latest 
news :) 
 
Online Mass Continues! 
Online mass is live streamed on Facebook on Saturday evenings at 
5pm (join the group on https://www.facebook.com/
groups/105707033257/). If you wish to watch the live please add Fr 
Lam (Shing-man Lam) on Facebook as a friend and please continue to 
spread the news! 
 
Confession is available by calling the Parish office on 9630 1951. 

Sunday Mass is live streamed!  
 
Please add Fr Lam (Shing-man Lam) on Fa-

cebook as a friend to watch the Live stream 

Mass Live Streaming  Timetable May to June 2020 

Sunday Offering:  

If you would like to continue supporting the Parish 

during this time, through the Sunday Offering as   

before, with the 1st Collection going toward the    

support of the Parish Priest and the 2nd Collection for 

the upkeep of the Parish, you are welcome to drop off 

your planned giving envelopes at the Parish Office. 
 

Alternately, you can also join the monthly planned giving via credit 

card by submitting your credit card details by calling us at the office.  

If there is no answer please leave your name and contact number or 

email us and we will get in touch with you. 
 
We appreciate and  thank you for your continued support and prayers 

during this time. 
 

Parish Office Telephone No: 9630 1951 

Parish Email address: stmonicanp@bigpond.com 

 

St. Monica’s sacraments 

stmonicasacraments@gmail.com 

 

 

Confirmation : We hope all Children who are registered for the      

Sacrament of Confirmation is following the schedule and continue 

with their lessons at home. Once a new date for the Confirmation 

Mass is finalized by the OFW we will notify everyone. If you have any 

questions or queries please do not hesitate to email me. 
 
First Holy Communion : Registration scheduled for the 23rd/24th 

May weekend will occur via email as we are currently adhering to the 

Covid 19 rules & regulations.  

If you have completed First Reconciliation with us, you do not need to 

fill in a new registration form. Please inform me via email stating the 

Full name and address/contact details of the child that you wish to 

register in the program. Once you register/email, resource packs will 

be ready for collection/dispatch from the 2nd of June. 

Project Compassion 2020   

Please return your compassion boxes to Father Lam 

who will be there to collect them, via the car park drive 

through on the 17th and 24th May between the hours 

of 1pm to 2 pm.  

All donations above $2 is tax deductible. 

Date Event Time 

16th May 

(Sat) 

6th Sunday of Easter 5pm (English) 

6:30pm (Chinese) 

23rd May 

(Sat) 

Ascension of the Lord 5pm (English) 

6:30pm (Chinese) 

25th May 

(Mon) 

Our Lady Help of Christians 

(Patron Saint of Australia) 

7:30pm (English) 

30th May 

(Sat) 

Pentecost Vigil 5pm (English) 

6:30pm (Chinese) 

31st May 

(Sun) 

Pentecost Day 9am (English) 

10:30am (Chinese) 

6th June 

(Sat) 

The Most Holy Trinity 5pm (English) 

6:30pm (Chinese) 


