FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT —YEAR A

St. Monica's Paris

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” ST MONICA'S

22ND MARCH 2020

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were in
mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.

FIRST READING

A reading from the first book of Samuel 1Sm 16: 1. 6-7. 10-13
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. | am sending
you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for | have chosen myself a king among his
sons.” When Samuel arrived, he caught sight of Eliab and thought,
‘Surely the Lord’s anointed one stands there before him,’ but the Lord
said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of his appearance or his height for |
have rejected him; God does not see as man sees; man looks at
appearances but the Lord looks at the heart.’ Jesse presented his
seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not
chosen these.” He then asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’
He answered, ‘There is still one left, the youngest; he is out looking
after the sheep.’ Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we will not
sit down to eat until he comes.’ Jesse had him sent for, a boy of fresh
complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The Lord said, ‘Come,
anoint him, for this is the one.’ At this, Samuel took the horn of oil and
anointed him where he stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the
Lord seized on David and stayed with him from that day on.

This is the word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Response: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.
1. The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit. (R.)
2. He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name.
If | should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would | fear.
You are there with your crook and your staff;
with these you give me comfort. (R.)
3. You have prepared a banquet for me
In the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing. (R.)
4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell
for ever and ever. (R.)

SECOND READING
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
Eph 5: 8-14
You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; be like
children of light, for the effects of the light are seen in complete good-
ness and right living and truth. Try to discover what the Lord wants of
you, having nothing to do with the futile works of darkness but expos-
ing them by contrast. The things which are done in secret are things
that people are ashamed even to speak of; but anything exposed by
the light will be illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light.
That is why it is said:

Wake up from your sleep,

rise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.
This is the word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel accordingto John  Jn 9: 141
As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. His
disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, for
him to have been born blind?’ ‘Neither he nor his parents sinned,’
Jesus answered, ‘he was born blind so that the works of God might be
displayed in him.

‘As long as the day lasts | must carry out the work of the one who

sent me; the night will soon be here when no one can work. As long

as | am in the world | am the light of the world.’
Having said this, he spat on the ground, made a paste with the spittle,
put this over the eyes of the blind man and said to him, ‘Go and wash
in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So the blind man
went off and washed himself, and came away with his sight restored.
His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said,
‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is the
same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.” The man himself
said, ‘l am the man.’ So they said to him, ‘Then how do your eyes come
to be open?’ ‘The man called Jesus’ he answered ‘made a paste,
daubed my eyes with it and said to me, “Go and wash at Siloam”; so |
went, and when | washed | could see.’ They asked, ‘Where is he?’ ‘|
don’t know’ he answered.
They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had
been a sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and opened the
man'’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had come to
see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and | washed, and | can see.’
Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from God: he
does not keep the sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How could a sinner produce
signs like this?’ And there was disagreement among them. So they
spoke to the blind man again, ‘What have you to say about him your-
self, now that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the
man.
However, the Jews would not believe that the man had been blind and
had gained his sight, without first sending for his parents and asking
them, ‘Is this man really your son who you say was born blind? If so,
how is it that he is now able to see?’ His parents answered, ‘We know
he is our son and we know he was born blind, but we don’t know how it
is that he can see now, or who opened his eyes. He is old enough: let
him speak for himself.’ His parents spoke like this out of fear of the
Jews, who had already agreed to expel from the synagogue anyone
who should acknowledge Jesus as the Christ. This was why his parents
said, ‘He is old enough; ask him.’
So the Jews again sent for the man and said to him, ‘Give glory to God!
For our part, we know that this man is a sinner.” The man answered, ‘|
don’t know if he is a sinner; | only know that | was blind and now | can
see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?’ He replied, ‘| have told you once and you wouldn’t listen. Why
do you want to hear it all again? Do you want to become his disciples
t00?’ At this they hurled abuse at him: ‘You can be his disciple,’ they
said ‘we are disciples of Moses: we know that God spoke to Moses,
but as for this man, we don’t know where he comes from.’ The man
replied, ‘Now here is an astonishing thing! He has opened my eyes,
and you don’t know where he comes from! We know that God doesn’t
listen to sinners, but God does listen to men who are devout and do
his will. Ever since the world began it is unheard of for anyone to open
the eyes of a man who was born blind; if this man were not from God,
he couldn’t do a thing.” ‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and
you a sinner through and through, since you were born!’ And they
drove him away.
Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he said
to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell
me who he is so that | may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are looking
at him; he is speaking to you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, | believe’, and wor-
shipped him.
Jesus said:

‘It is for judgement that | have come into this world, so that those

without sight may see and those with sight turn blind.’
Hearing this, some Pharisees who were present said to him, ‘We are
not blind, surely?’ Jesus replied:

‘Blind? If you were, you would not be guilty, but since you say, “We

see”, your guilt remains.” longer believe because of what you told

us; we have heard him ourselves and we know that he really is the

saviour of the world.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The Lord anointed my eyes: | went, | washed,
| saw and | believed in God.




St. Monica’s Catholic Parish

Cnr Church Street and North Rocks Road, North Parramatta

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturday Vigil - 5pm; Sunday - 9am, 11.30am (Cantonese/Chinese Mass) and 6pm

WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday-Friday - 9.15am

EXPOSITION: Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am,

RECONCILIATION: Saturday - 4-4.40pm or on request

MARRIAGES: Please contact the Parish Priest at least 12 months prior

BAPTISMS: 1st Sunday of the month at 2 pm by arrangement

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/ Please contact the Parish Office or Fr Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630-1951

EUCHARIST AT HOME

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR/ Fr. Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630 -1951 Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com

CHINESE CHAPLAIN:

POSTAL ADDRESS: 8 Daking Street, North Parramatta, 2151  Website: http://www.stmonicanp.org.au

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-2.30pm Phone: 9630-1951 Fax: 9630-8738
Email: stmonicanp@bigpond.com

St. Monica’s School
School Principal: Lisa Howell

Phone: 8832 4100 Fax: 9683-4984

Email: stmonicasnparra@parra.catholic.edu.au
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We could pause for a moment that
we might go into the world like the
man healed by Jesus, eyes wide
open to see where we might
exercise the healing power of the
Lord of the Gospel.
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PARISH ACTIVITES

Catholic Women's League
All meetings cancelled until further notice.

St Monica’s Parish Rosary Group
All meetings cancelled until further notice.

Christian Meditation Cancelled until further notice.
@ Enquiries: Patricia Brown, 0418 406 661 or pabrown02@gmail.com

N 4 speak to Father Lam before Mass.

o

i} Sacred Heart of Jesus statue and you are welcome to write down the

] their anniversaries and we will pray for them.

Stations of the Cross
Cancelled.

Gluten Free Hosts available - for those affected by Celiac disease or
other conditions. If you wish to receive the Gluten Free Host, please

-.f-.} Remember the Deceased There is an open diary and pens next to the

; 2 names of your deceased loved ones or family members on the day of

All Weekend and Weekday Mass is cancelled until

further notice.

St. Monica is on Facebookl

current period.
Please like our page : St Monica’s North Parramatta

PROJECT
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the entrance to the Church and return them no later than Easter
Sunday to the Parish Office or place them in the green box
provided at the entrance to the Church.

GOWITWEIMMI

Sacrament of Confirmation.

Lessons and Commitment Mass has been canceled.

Parents are kindly asked to do the lessons at home as per the
¢ lesson plan provided and we will have a one off lesson with

&
) 4

all children are well prepared and ready.
Email :

Please join and get regular updates of the Parish during this

Project Compassion 2020 Please collect your compassion boxes at

Father Lam before Reconciliation and Rehearsal to ensure that

stmonicasacraments@gmail.com

‘:; ‘Z; “A GIFT IN YOUR WILL"
| The foundation stone for the first St Monica’s Church

was laid on 24 July 1888 at North Parramatta, then
known as the District of Waitematta. Since that time
many people and families, often through generations,
M have developed a special connection with our Church/
Parish. This connection has been founded on faith and
friendship developed through mass, the school and Church functions. You
may greatly appreciate the role of our Parish in your life and the lives of your
family. This appreciation can be acknowledged by you leaving a gift to the
Church in your Will which may not be possible during your lifetime. A Will gift
(bequest) may allow the Church to attend to much needed maintenance and
improvements to our beautiful historic Church and other Parish property.”

(Please contact the Parish Office for further information).

28th/29th March ROSTERS

Lockdown

Yes there is fear. Yes there is
isolation.

Yes there is panic buying.
Yes there is sickness.

Yes there is even death.

But,

They say that in Wuhan after
so many years of noise

You can hear the birds again.
They say that after just a few
weeks of quiet

The sky is no longer thick with
fumes

But blue and grey and clear.

They say that in the streets of
Assisi

People are singing to each oth-
er across the empty squares,
keeping their windows open
so that those who are alone
may hear the sounds of family
around them.

They say that a hotel in the
West of Ireland

Is offering free meals and
delivery to the housebound.
Today a young woman | know
is busy spreading fliers with
her number

through the neighbourhood
So that the elders may have
someone to call on.

Today Churches, Synagogues,
Mosques and Temples

are preparing to welcome

and shelter the homeless, the
sick, the weary

All over the world people are
slowing down and reflecting
All over the world people are
looking at their neighbours in a
new way

All over the world people are
waking up to a new reality

To how big we really are.

To how little control we really
have.

To what really matters.

To Love.

So we pray and we remember
that

Yes there is fear.

But there does not have to be
hate.

Yes there is isolation.

But there does not have to be
loneliness.

Yes there is panic buying.

But there does not have to be
meanness.

Yes there is sickness.

But there does not have to be
disease of the soul

Yes there is even death.

But there can always be a
rebirth of love.

Wake to the choices you make
as to how to live now.

Today, breathe.

Listen, behind the factory
noises of your panic

The birds are singing again
The sky is clearing,

Spring is coming,

And we are always encom-
passed by Love.

Open the windows of your soul
And though you may not be
able

to touch across the empty
square,

Sing

Penned by Fr Richard Hendrick, a Capu-
chin Franciscan priest living in Ireland
on March 17th, 2020

5pm Vigil 9am 6pm
Commentators TBA TBA TBA
Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers
Acolytes
Counting TBA Morning Tea TBA
Cleaning TBA Children’s TBA
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Good Friday Night Walk (10"‘ April) = IMPORTANT UPDATE
Catholic Youth Parramatta has announced that this year, in
light of the current health crisis we are presently facing, the
popular Palm Sunday Procession and Good Friday Night Walk
will not be taking place. At this time we encourage all to
practice good hygiene, social distancing wherever possible,
and to keep praying! This challenge we face is great, but our

God is greater (:




