
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

Give me justice, O God, and plead my cause against a nation that is 

faithless. From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, for you, O God, 

are my strength. 
 

FIRST READING  

A reading from the  Prophet Ezekiel   Ez 37: 12-14 

The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise 

you from your graves, my people, and lead you back to the soil of Isra-

el. And you will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and 

raise you from your graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, 

and you will live, and I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you will 

know that I, the Lord, have said and done this – it is the Lord who 

speaks. 

This is the word of the Lord 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Response:  With the Lord there is mercy  

and fullness of redemption. 

1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord,  

Lord, hear my voice! 

O let your ears be attentive 

to the voice of my pleading. (R.) 

2. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt,  

Lord, who would survive? 

But with you is found forgiveness: 

for this we revere you. (R.) 

3. My soul is waiting for the Lord,  

I count on his word. 

My soul is longing for the Lord 

more than watchman for daybreak. 

(Let the watchman count on daybreak 

and Israel on the Lord.) (R.) 

4. Because with the Lord there is mercy  

and fullness of redemption, 

Israel indeed he will redeem 

from all its iniquity. (R.) 
 

SECOND READING 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  Rom 8: 8-11 

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be 

pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, but 

in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in you. In 

fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not belong to 

him. Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is 

in you then your spirit is life itself because you have been justified; and 

if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then 

he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal 

bodies through his Spirit living in you. 

This is the word of the Lord 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 
whoever believes in me will not die for ever. 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
 

GOSPEL 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John       Jn 11: 1-45 
There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of Bethany 

with the two sisters, Mary and Martha, and he was ill. – It was the 

same Mary, the sister of the sick man Lazarus, who anointed the Lord 

with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair. The sisters sent this 

message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the mes-

sage, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory, 

and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’ 

 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that 

Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for two more days before say-

ing to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ The disciples said, ‘Rabbi, it 

is not long since the Jews wanted to stone you; are you going back 

again?’ Jesus replied: 

‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? A man can walk in the 

daytime without stumbling because he has the light of this 

world to see by; but if he walks at night he stumbles, because 

there is no light to guide him.’ 

He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus is resting, I am going 

to wake him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he is able to rest he is 

sure to get better.’ The phrase Jesus used referred to the death of 

Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he meant ‘sleep’, so Jesus put 

it plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; and for your sake I am glad I was not there 

because now you will believe. But let us go to him.’ Then Thomas – 

known as the Twin – said to the other disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die 

with him.’ 

On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four 

days already. Bethany is only about two miles from Jerusalem, and 

many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them 

over their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus had come she went 

to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, 

‘If you had been here, my brother would not have died, but I know that 

even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ 

said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again 

at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said: 

‘I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, 

even though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and be-

lieves in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 

the one who was to come into this world.’ 

When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in 

a low voice, ‘The Master is here and wants to see you.’ Hearing this, 

Mary got up quickly and went to him. Jesus had not yet come into the 

village; he was still at the place where Martha had met him. When the 

Jews who were in the house sympathising with Mary saw her get up so 

quickly and go out, they followed her, thinking that she was going to 

the tomb to weep there. 

Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw herself at 

his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died.’ At the sight of her tears, and those of the Jews who followed her, 

Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the 

heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 

Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But 

there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind 

man, could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, 

Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the open-

ing. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by 

now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told 

you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away 

the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: 

‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. I knew indeed that 

you always hear me, but I speak for the sake of all these who 

stand round me, so that they may believe it was you who sent 

me.’ 

When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come 

out!’ The dead man came out, his feet and hands bound with bands of 

stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let 

him go free.’ 

Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he 

did believed in him. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
Everyone who lives and believes in me 

will not die for ever, says the Lord. 

“Our mission is to build up an active parish community with the Eucharist as the 
centre, foster deeper prayer and spirituality and reach out as a witnessing community” 
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St. Monica’s Catholic Parish 
Cnr Church Street and North Rocks Road, North Parramatta 

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturday Vigil - 5pm; Sunday - 9am, 11.30am (Cantonese/Chinese Mass) and 6pm 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday-Friday - 9.15am           

EXPOSITION:  Every Friday following 9.15am Mass until 10.45am,  

RECONCILIATION:  Saturday - 4-4.40pm or on request 

MARRIAGES:  Please contact the Parish Priest at least 12 months prior 

BAPTISMS: 1st Sunday of the month at 2 pm by arrangement 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/

EUCHARIST AT HOME 

Please contact the Parish Office or Fr Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630-1951 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR/ 

CHINESE CHAPLAIN:    

Fr. Ephraim Lam Phone: 9630 -1951             Email: shingmanlam@gmail.com 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  8 Daking Street, North Parramatta, 2151      Website:  http://www.stmonicanp.org.au 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-2.30pm                   Phone: 9630-1951  Fax: 9630-8738   
                                                                    Email: stmonicanp@bigpond.com  

St. Monica’s School 
School Principal: Lisa Howell           Phone: 8832 4100      Fax: 9683-4984      Email: stmonicasnparra@parra.catholic.edu.au 

FEAST DAYS &   
COMMEMORATIONS 

 

 
 

 

 PLEASE REMEMBER TO  PRAY 
FOR THOSE OF OUR PARISH  

FAMILY WHO ARE SICK.  
ESPECIALLY 

 
Paul Chiu, John Rodrigues,  
Dave & Fan Lin Wilson,  

Francis Lee, Jerry A, Michelle 
Barnes,  

Levi Bell, Grace Boitano,  
Gesualda Borg, Monica Teresa  

& Fernanda Carigliano,  
Veronica Coorey. Antoinette 
Coorey, Margaret Dorahy,  
Heidi Ellich,  Josie Estera,  
Philippe Kalife, Tim Kelly,  

Mary Korunic, Lillian Leigh,  
Monique Malouf,   

Tina de Larrazabal,  Rosa 
Santos, Maria Itang Tagle,  

Llave Family,   
Sheila Watts, Gloria Cherote 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Cyril Rodrigues 

 
 

REFLECTION 

Rage against Death 

 

This Gospel tells us that Our 

Lord was moved with compas-

sion in an almost violent way, 

raging against the seeming final-

ity of death. The raising of Laza-

rus was a demonstration of his 

power to rob death of its sup-

posed supremacy.  

 

But, Our Lord did not set Lazarus 

completely free! You may think 

that to be raised from the dead 

was not a bad start, but Lazarus 

was still shuffling: bound, con-

strained, constricted by the past. 

To those gathered around the 

tomb Jesus issued the com-

mand: ‘Set him free, unbind 

him.’ It was the collective effort 

of others which enabled Lazarus 

to walk as a liberated son of 

God. 

 

You may find yourself command-

ed by the Lord to help unbind a 

person who has had a deaden-

ing experience which has 

drained them of life. We get the 

courage to respond because it is 

the command of the One who 

definitively conquered death. 

We could pause for a moment to 

resolve to help liberate others 

already helped by the grace of 

Him whom we believe to be the 

Resurrection and the Life. 

 

© Fr Michael Tate; mta-

te@bigpond.com 
 
 
 

Jesus raised Lazarus 



 

 

 
The impacts of Coronavirus 
(aka COVID-19) have been 
felt far and wide, from shop-
ping centres to major events, 
and, most recently, to 
churches around Australia. It 
has changed the way many 
people have had to live as 
well as the way they have 

had to go about work, interacting with friends, and attending 
weekly mass.  
Though it may seem that everything is changing, and social isola-
tion may seem like the best course of action, it is important that 
we do not forget that, as humans, we are social creatures – we 
need a community around us in order to enjoy life to the fullest. 
And yet, in times where meeting with large groups and even ex-
changing handshakes can have an effect one’s health, how can 
we continue to foster a sense of community?  
Well, the answer is the weekly celebration of the Holy Mass. As 
many of you may have heard, St Monica’s masses will be going 
online in order to comply with regulations around indoor gather-
ings, and though this is not be the type of Mass many of us are 
used to, it still serves an important role in not only cultivating our 
faith, but ensuring that our Church community continues to func-
tion. 
Social Isolation has many negative impacts on the body, leading 
to high stress levels and even depression, so being able to come 
together, even online, as a community to celebrate Mass as usual 
will allow for a sense of normalcy in these abnormal times.  
However, one thing I could not understand at first, was how we 
could celebrate Mass without the physical Eucharist. Did it mat-
ter if I viewed Mass online since I could not partake in the Eu-
charist and receive its fruits? Well, the answer is yes. Apart from 
strengthening our community, online Mass also serves to pre-
serve and strengthen our faith, even without the Eucharist, 
through something called Spiritual Communion.  
Spiritual Communion is something anyone can do, at any time, 
and is something many saints partook in throughout their daily 

lives. It refers to uniting ourselves with God through the act of 
prayer. It is especially important right now but is something we 

can always apply to our daily lives in order to strengthen our 
faith. There are many prayers one can say, but the most important 
thing is to reflect on one’s relationship with God throughout the 

day. Through online Mass, we will get the chance to share in 
Spiritual Communion with each other, and hopefully, will also 

strengthen our ties with God. 

 
Catholic Women’s League   
All meetings cancelled until further notice. 

 

 

St Monica’s Parish Rosary Group   
All meetings cancelled until further notice. 
 
 
 
Christian Meditation Cancelled until further notice. 

Enquiries: Patricia Brown, 0418 406 661 or 

pabrown02@gmail.com 

   

 

Gluten Free Hosts available – for those affected by Celiac 

disease or other conditions. If you wish to receive the Gluten 

Free Host, please speak to Father Lam before Mass.  

 
Remember the Deceased There is an open diary and pens next to 

the Sacred Heart of Jesus statue and you are welcome to write 

down the names of your deceased loved ones or family  members 

on the day of their anniversaries and we will pray for them. 
 

 
 
St. Monica is on Facebook!   

Please join and get regular updates of the Parish during this 

current period.  
 

Please like our page : St Monica’s North Parramatta 
 

PARISH ACTIVITES  

04th/05th April ROSTERS 

 5pm Vigil  9am 6pm 

Commentators 

Readers 

 
 
Extraordinary 

Ministers 
 
Acolytes 

TBA TBA TBA 

 

Counting  Morning Tea TBA 

Cleaning TBA Children’s  

Liturgy 

TBA 

Youth Announcements  
 
St. Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE) 
St. Monica’s youth group will not be congregating at 10:45am 
on Sundays until further notice. Follow our youth group on 
Instagram @fyrestmonicas for more updates. 
Although all masses are cancelled until further notice, online 
masses will be posted on Facebook on Saturday evenings (join 
the group on https://www.facebook.com/
groups/105707033257/) and confession will be available by 
calling the Parish office on 9630 1951. 

 
Good Friday Night Walk (10th April) 
Catholic Youth Parramatta has announced that the popular 
Palm Sunday Procession and Good Friday Night Walk will not 
be taking place this year. At this time we encourage all to prac-
tice good hygiene, social distancing wherever possible, and to 

keep praying! This challenge we face is great, but our God is 
greater (: 

Project Compassion 2020  Please collect your compassion 

boxes at the entrance to the Church and return them no 

later than Easter Sunday  to the Parish   Office or place them 

in the green box provided at the entrance to the Church.  

All Weekend and Weekday Masses is cancelled   

until further notice. 

“A GIFT IN YOUR WILL” 
 
The foundation stone for the first St Monica’s Church 

was laid on 24 July 1888 at North Parramatta, then 

known as the  District of Waitematta.  Since that time 

many people and families, often through generations, 

have developed a special connection with our Church/

Parish.  This connection has been founded on faith and 

friendship developed through mass, the school and Church functions.  You 

may greatly appreciate the role of our Parish in your life and the lives of your 

family.  This appreciation can be acknowledged by you leaving a gift to the 

Church in your Will which may not be possible during your lifetime.  A Will gift 

(bequest) may allow the Church to attend to much needed maintenance and 

improvements to our beautiful historic Church and other Parish property.” 
 
(Please contact the Parish Office for further information). 

Sunday Mass is live streamed! 

Please check our Facebook. 

mailto:pabrown02@gmail.com

